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UM, OUCH.

THE LAST THING SHE
NEEDS IS A SELFISH,

HUSK OF A MAN!
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HAVE YOU SPOKEN TO YOUR SISTER
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NO, AND I'M NOT
GOING TO...

ALL MY LIFE JACKIE HAS
MADE ONE BAD DECISION
AFTER ANOTHER AND
T'VE HAD TO FIX IT.

BUT NO MORE.
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I'M SORRY I SAID THAT

OUT LOUD. BUT NOW
THAT I DID, REMEMBER
WHAT I SAD.

SO YOU'RE JUST GOING
TO LET HER DATE

SHE’S 36, TED.
I DON'T "LET"
HER DO
ANYTHING.

I JUST GAPE
IN ABJECT
HORROR.

WHO KNOWETH WHERE
THINE MYRIAD LEGS ARE
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MAYBE A LITTLE
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Hints help bake
the perfect cake

Dear Readers: Nothing says “Happy Birth-
day” like a HOME-BAKED CAKE! Through the
years, readers have shared their helpful hints for
baking the perfect cake. I'll bet there are a few
hints you haven’t heard. For instance:

* We’ve all used a toothpick to test for cake
doneness. But for deep cakes, like angel food, a
piece of uncooked spaghetti is long enough to go
all the way through.

* When using powdered cake mix, put the wa-
ter in the bowl first, then the dry mix. It helps pre-
vent powder pockets on the bottom of the bowl.

¢ Let the cake cool for 10-15 minutes or so on a
wire rack. Then run a spatula or knife around the
edges to help loosen the cake from the pan.

* Place the pans on the same middle rack in the
middle of the oven so each layer of a cake will
bake evenly.

* And, no icing on hand? Place marshmallows
on the cake just before taking it out of the oven,
as a quick frosting for the top. — Heloise

RECYCLE AND REUSE

Dear Heloise: I am constantly washing my
hands, especially when I am in the kitchen. In-
stead of throwing away the paper towel that I use
to dry my hands, I let it air-dry and use it again
to wipe up spills on my white tile kitchen floor.
The roll of paper towels lasts three times as long!
— Jeanne Pryor, South Orange, N.J.

FRESHENING BAGGED SALAD

Dear Heloise: Here’s a hint for freshening up
bagged salad. If you open a bag and it smells
less than fresh but is not wilted, put the lettuce
in a colander, sprinkle with a generous amount
of baking soda and rinse with water until all the
baking soda is gone. It will smell fresh again. —
Amy, via e-mail

Although baking soda can be used to clean let-
tuce and other veggies, if the salad smells “fun-
ny,” I don’t think I would take a chance on eating
it. Baking soda does have a zillion money-saving
uses in your home. It can clean the microwave,
deodorize the dishwasher and was even used to
clean the Statue of Liberty! For more hints to cut
your budget and even some yummy recipes, just
send $5 and a long, self-addressed, stamped (61
cents) envelope to: Heloise/Baking Soda, P.O.
Box 795001, San Antonio, TX 78279-5001. Bak-
ing soda is safe for the environment, and you can
even use it to brush your teeth! — Heloise

HEALTHY MUFFINS

Dear Heloise: I bake healthy muffins for my
husband, using flaxseed meal and oatmeal, fresh
blueberries, etc. My quick tip for young bakers
is to use the individual packs of flavored instant
oatmeal. Sprinkle on top of each muffin before
baking. Instant crunchy topping. Delicious! —
Carolyn, Omaha, Neb.
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The bidding:

North East South

1 & Pass I NT

2NT  Pass  3NT

Opening lead — ten of clubs.
The Right Medicine

“Watson, how did you fare at the club today?”
queried Sherlock Holmes as he stretched his legs
before the fireplace.

“Holmes,” replied the doctor sadly, “I fear that
ill fortune still pursues me. Today I had no good
hands save one, and that one, ironically, also con-
tributed to my downfall.”

“Tell me about it,” said Holmes, exhaling a
huge cloud of smoke.

The doctor laid out the hand and reviewed
the bidding. “I assume you were East,” said the
sleuth, “and declarer won the club lead with the
jack and attacked a major suit.”

“Indubitably correct,” Watson replied. “He
played spades first.”

“And you took the nine with the queen,” con-
tinued Holmes, “and no doubt returned a low dia-
mond, covered by the ten, jack and king.”

“Precisely,” Watson continued, “and when I
won the second spade and led another diamond,
declarer finessed the nine. After I next took
South’s eight of hearts with the queen, I played
a diamond again — once more to no avail as de-
clarer won with the eight to make exactly three
notrump.”

“Ah, dear friend,” sighed Holmes, shaking
his head, “you think but you do not reason. You
should have returned the queen of diamonds rath-
er than a low diamond at trick three!”

“But, but,” Watson protested.

“Tut, tut,” Holmes chided. “I am aware of the
principle that says one must not lead a queen
when lacking the jack. In the present case, how-
ever, logic surely supersedes convention. South
is known to have the K-J of clubs and ace of
diamonds for his bids. The only high card West
can have is the jack of diamonds, and you should
assume he has it. Once you play the queen, the
contract is doomed. As soon as you obtain the
lead again, you play another diamond to establish
West’s jack as the setting trick.”

“Holmes,” said the doctor, “you amaze me.”

“Elementary, my dear Watson,” the great sleuth
replied.

West
Pass
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“That’s enough! | gotta get right
back so my friends can keep
enjoyin’ me!”
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip:
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FOLKS NEED GRIPPING TOOLS, I GUESS THEY
SHOULD LOOK FOR LIARS’ PLIERS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: A equals D

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer
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