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Insurance department charged
with implementing health reform law

TOPEKA — Since the bill was signed into
law March 23, the staff at the Kansas Insur-
ance Department has fielded many questions
surrounding the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act. Kansans are wanting to know
— and rightfully so — how the new federal
law will affect them.

We are working feverishly to compile infor-
mation. I have organized an implementation
team that will help determine how the bill af-
fects the insurance market in Kansas. Because
it is our job to figure out how to put in place
the maze of new regulation concerning health
insurance in the private market, I assure you
that our work will be done in an unbiased way
with all Kansans in mind.

It’s going to take plenty of time in the next
few months. We don’t have all the rules and
facts yet, despite what some media people and
consumers might think. We as state regulators
have seen the bill only in broad strokes. And
you know how the old saying goes: “The devil
is in the details.”

I can help protect Kansas health insurance
consumers because the law says the federal
government HAS to work with state insurance
commissioners to develop many of the provi-
sions. The National Association of Insurance
Commissioners is mentioned nine times in the
bill as providing information and helping to
implement the law. That is good for consum-
ers all across the country. It keeps local people
in control of local situations.

State insurance regulators throughout the
country will see that flexibility is there for
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setting regulations. They will also be quick to
see potential problems and possible solutions.
That will surely help avoid many unintended
consequences of such far-reaching legislation.

Throughout the year-long debate before
the federal bill passed, association members,
including myself, have argued strenuously
that consumers are best protected by their
state regulators and not by a federal agency.
Because of our discussions, the bill contains
consumer-friendly provisions that wouldn’t
have been there otherwise.

I and fellow commissioners were “at the
table” for many discussions during 2009 and
early 2010, establishing ourselves as nonpar-
tisan go-to experts. We were not part of the
discussion to advocate for the bill. We were
there, simply, because “if you are not at the
table, you might be on the menu.”

We will stay at the table continuously as all
of the bill’s provisions are established, begin-
ning with the ones that are to be in place in
2010. This is how the Kansas Insurance De-
partment, and other state departments, will
assure our states’ citizens that their rights are
protected.

Many of the law’s provisions don’t go into
effect until 2014. Right now, however, you
can access media sites that give you some
overview of how the new bill can affect you
and your family. Enter the phrase “how the
health care bill will affect you” on a Web
browser, and you can find several informative
sites.

The Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices is scheduled to have a Web site estab-

lished by July 1 that will provide answers and
scenarios for consumers. The National Asso-
ciation of Insurance Commissioners will also
be working to provide state insurance depart-
ments with frequently asked questions we can
post to our Web sites.

The Kansas Insurance Department’s role in
protecting Kansas insurance consumers can-
not be overstated. We have oversight granted
to us in the federal law to make sure Kansans
are not “gamed” or “scammed” by the new
system. Also, we have power to review rates
and oversee the financial condition of health
insurance companies as new markets open
up through the law’s provisions on health ex-
changes.

You will see me writing more about the law
in future columns, news releases and consum-
er alerts. The law will fundamentally affect
health insurance products for years to come.
We will always work through the legislation in
a nonpartisan way to help Kansans understand
their options and obligations.

On the Beat

COLBY POLICE
Sunday

12:37 p.m. — Damage to vehicle
window at 380 W. Webster.

7:09 p.m. — Illegal dumping:
dumpsters full at Maurices and
Beringer’s.

7:36 p.m. — Suspicious incident:
911 call for officer at 1150 S.
Franklin No. 3, and then said sub-
ject left, didn’t need police. Call
from No. 43 said subject at No. 3
held her against her will. Unlaw-
ful restraint report filed.

10:20 p.m. — Clerk from Quality
Inn reported suspicious behavior
of subject in Super 8 parking lot.
OK, was using the phone.

Monday

2:01 a.m. — Security check at
the airport.

10:55 a.m. — Accident in front
of 265 N. Mission Ridge.

11:18 am. — Accident over
weekend at 410% S. Garfield.

12:03 p.m. — Walk through at
Colby Middle School.

2:29 p.m. — Call about possible
stalking at Wal-Mart over week-
end. Provided information.

5:07 p.m. — Bicycle found at
Farmers and Merchants Bank.

Tuesday

12:26 a.m. — Guest refused to
leave at 275 W. Third. All OK.

3:28 a.m. — Vehicle following
subject around Colby; unknown
location, not found.

7:58 a.m. — Sara Martin reported
accident on Davis by S&T office.

9:02 a.m. — Report filed on in-
cident involving Social and Reha-
bilitation Services.

9:21 a.m. — Two dogs at large
in the 500 block of N. Riddle not
found.

10:45 a.m. — Theft of batteries
from Colby Implement.

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Sunday

11:38 a.m. — Took three inmates
to Rawlins County Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

2:57 p.m. — Loud music com-
plaint on a vehicle parked at Rex-
ford school. Reporting party called
back; matter was taken care of.

7:43 p.m. — Driving while sus-
pended report on traffic stop at
U.S. 24 and County Rd. 24.

Monday

Only civil process and jail care

listed on log.
Tuesday

12:01 a.m. — Accident at east-
bound I-70 mile 71 not found.

10:40 a.m. — Alarm at 2225 N.
Range. All OK; owners respond-
ed.

11:08 a.m. — Large item block-
ing U.S. 83 by Breton. Tarp,
moved to ditch.

11:22 a.m. — Camper rolled on
I-70 mile 59 eastbound. Highway
Patrol assisted; Butch’s towing re-
sponded.

8:17 p.m. — Narcotics violation
report filed.

Looking to sell or transfer property?

Request Quality Title & Abstract, Inc. in
Colby handle your title insurance and escrow
needs. We are doing business with Old
Republic National Title Insurance est. 1907,
an A rating company by A.M. Best.

Contact Paul Bailey or Angela Zimmermann

Qualitg Title & Abstract Inc.

785-460-1858 qta@st-tel.net

\‘ l 1'/ Clarity Life Coaching Services

/\ www.claritylc.com

Laura Wing. PLC
Become a winning  ppone:

Professional Life Coach
champion in your  785-821-4277 or 719-646-1514
own life! Live your E-mail:
dreams! Laura_Wing_plc@yahoo.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Andrea, Shaly or Heather today at 462-3963.

VISIT

Prairie Museum
of Art & History

9-5 M-F

1-5 Sat. & Sun.
Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.
Closed Holidays

o World Class Kuska Collection

ROSALES PLUMBING

For All Your Commercial & Residential Plumbing Needs
24-Hour Emergency Service Available
Also Servicing Heating, Air and Septic Tank Systems!

David J. Rosales

Owner

(785) 675-8254 or (785) 657-7251
832 17th Street ¢ PO Box 742
Hoxie, Kansas 67740

co\b" Ma;;age T]r\e{dpy Elite
Cyn}l'\ia Englcmcl
Massage Therapist

785-443-2254

$35 for one hour
$50 for 1 1/2 hours

Located in Colby, KS
Gift Certificates Available!
By appointment only.

'Brmg )Aourself back 1o balance

o Kansas KIDS Corner

o Cooper Barn an 8 Wonder
of KS Architecture

¢ Hands on
HIGH PLAINS HISTORY

e Prairie Museum Art

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701
785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net
WWW.prairiemuseum.org

Give it a
try! See
what the
business
clirectorg
can do
for 9ou!
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155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 Py ﬁ. Y CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 T S QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 e e WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 . | £ WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
A \)A
"47” \'&44
2 vgv -
VACATION SPECIALS pon Vi MAllale Mg MIE\:]!
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 4
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel @505 L3 BOOK HOLIDAY
MEXICO Air & Hotel : 800 3
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1,050 | 5| VACATIONS NOW!
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air : $1,500 : I8N Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel | $740 | 3| , ”
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 : 3| All specials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA : , 3/136159 i Max 45 and are subject to availability
Per Adult

Kitchen
& Bath

Sales & Service

Custom Cabinetry ¢ Counter Tops
Design, Fabrication & Installation
Wood Floor Installation & Refinishing

Shop 462-7843 ¢ Dennis 443-3140

www.toolboxkitchen.com

ROOFMASTERS

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured
1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642  \yhite TPO Single Ply

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply

Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Need a new insurance partner?

Auto | Home | Business | Farm/Ranch | Life

College | Retirement

| 3

avid Browne Il

550 N Franklin FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES
Colby, KS Insurance < Investments

(785) 462-3388

www.fbfs.com

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
“Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 327

FAMILY DENTAL
sSan  CARE
‘Q < The Latest Technology gnd Most
R Complete Care Available!
¢ Root Canals ¢ Orthodontics
¢ Implants ¢ Wisdom Tooth Surgery
New Patients Welcome

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
7/ (800) 611-6735 \

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates
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—~ NEW SYSTEM .
PROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANING

Residential ~ Commercial

~" Free Estimates %

785-462-6995
800-611-6735

www. MyWindowCleaner.net

SERVING NW KANSAS SINCE 1992
Eldean & Janet Griffith » 155 E 5th, Colby
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For insurance protection on

your home, outbuildings,

equipment and livestock,

contact me today.

Like a good neighbor,

State Farm is there®
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

&|StateFarm
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Jane W Johnson, Agent
905 E 4th Street
Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

P098092.1 State Farm Fire and Casualty Company ® Bloomington, IL

Restaurant & Lounge

Monday -

OPEN EACH DAY AT 4 P.M.
Tuesdays: Lady's Night Golf
Wednesdays: Men's Night Golf
Fridays: Couples Night Golf

Saturday

(

MEAL SPECIALS EVERY NIGHT
PRIME RIB DINNER SPECIAL
EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT

SEE YOU THERE!

e Luk

T GoLe Course & RESTAURANT

785-460-6443

1085 E Golf Club Rd
Colby

‘ 5 Other CFP 4-15-10.indd 1

»

4/15/10 1:20:50 PM ‘



