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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 4/15

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 4/14

Optical Illusion
Assume you become declarer at four hearts 

on the auction shown. West leads the K-Q-10 of 
clubs. You play the jack from dummy and ruff 
East’s ace. How would you continue?

It’s easy to see, looking at all four hands, that 
the winning play is to lead a heart to dummy’s 
king and, after West shows out, finesse against 
East’s queen on the return. Eventually you lose a 
spade, but you make the contract.

Without seeing all four hands, however, you 
might easily play the ace of hearts first and end 
up down one. The outcome therefore seems to 
depend on a straightforward guess as to how to 
tackle the hearts. But there is a bit more to the 
deal than at first meets the eye.

When the hand was played in a team contest, 
declarer realized that the only threat to the con-
tract was a 3-0 heart division. After East turned 
up with the club ace, South decided that West was 
likely to have the queen of hearts for his opening 
bid. He therefore cashed the ace of hearts and that 
was that – down one.

While it may be true that West was more like-
ly to have the heart queen for his bid, declarer 
missed a surefire way to make the contract. He 
should have reasoned that cashing the ace first 
would sink the contract if West showed out, but 
the same was not true if he cashed the king first 
and East showed out.

Had East not followed to the heart king, de-
clarer could next have led a heart to the ace, 
played the A-K and ruffed a diamond and then 
exited with a heart. After taking the queen, West 
would have been forced to return a spade or a dia-
mond (the earlier plays in clubs had marked him 
with just three cards in that suit), either of which 
would hand South the contract.

Guessing which way to play the hearts was 
therefore an illusion. The contract was a sure 
thing so long as declarer played dummy’s king 
first.

 (c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: We’re at the end of our 
rope. Our 17-year-old son was just arrested for 
driving while intoxicated – his second in two 
years – and has lost his license. My husband and 
I cannot fathom where we went wrong; we’ve 
given him everything he wanted and more since 
he was a baby. We feel like we are watching his 
life spin out of control from behind glass. We’re 
sick of feeling helpless. What can we do? – S.J.

Dear S.J.: Your son needs to have alcohol 
counseling and follow through with whatever 
the court has ordered. He may try to paint these 
arrests as unlucky, or bad judgment, but he has 
shown he is not ready to be trusted with respon-
sibility for his own life or that of others when it 
comes to driving. Loss of his license is not the 
biggest tragedy in the world. Many kids take 
drinking for granted – their parents have never 
let them know it is not acceptable. Do you fall 
into this category?

You seem to miss the point when it comes to 
what went wrong. By giving the child everything 
he wanted, you have failed to teach him patience, 
loss, self-denial, working toward goals or post-
ponement of gratification. There is little wonder 
he felt entitled to drink and drive – what was your 
response the first time? A slap on the wrist? While 
your son works on his issues you could use par-
enting training of your own. Although your son 
soon will no longer be a minor, and theoretically 
you will be off the hook, his behavior will contin-
ue to resonate unless you all change. Wake up!

Dear Dr. Brothers: I haven’t spoken to my 
brother in 25 years. It’s not that we hate each 
other; it’s just that we lead different lives. He’s a 
very earthy person and lives in a commune, while 
I’d rather die than live with more than three peo-
ple. That’s why I was shocked to get an invitation 
to his wedding. I should go, but I don’t know how 
to deal with the whole thing. Any tips? – P.A.

Dear P.A.: I think it would be good to con-
sider showing up at the wedding. Remember, 
this is not about you – it’s about your brother and 
his soon-to-be wife, and it is doubtful that much 
attention will be directed at you. The members 
of the commune may have curiosity about you, 
but it’s possible they will see you as just another 
wedding guest. This is not the time to get into 
anything hot and heavy with your brother. If he 
chose to extend the hand of friendship after all 
these years, just be warm and accepting, and try 
to make plans for getting to know them.

If they will continue to live in the commune, 
there is no reason you can’t invite them to your 
home or meet in a neutral place. Or just swallow 
your feelings about communes and visit there. It 
probably would feel good to reconnect. All you 
have to do is go along with it. There may be other 
relatives you have lost touch with at the wedding. 
This would be a good time to start a new way of 
looking at your family as a diverse group.

(c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate
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