
published.
Joanne Sunderman, former 

Pioneer Memorial Library librar-
ian attracted a capacity crowd on 
Wednesday to listen to her review 
of the political shenanigans of 
President Andrew Johnson.

“Impeached,” written by David 
Stewart, is the story of the im-
peachment of the southern Dem-
ocrat who became president of 
the United States after the assas-
sination of Republican president, 
Abraham Lincoln, and his acquit-
tal, which hinged on a single vote 
cast by Senator Ross from Kansas 
who changed his mind at the last 
minute.

Johnson was the son of an alco-
holic father who was sold by his 
mother at age 10 to be an inden-
tured servant to a tailor. He ran 
away while he was still a child and 
worked at the tailoring trade and 
even opened his own business as 
a 17 year old.

“He was a great tailor,” Sunder-
man noted, “and an even better 
talker. He loved to debate on the 
street, and would always win.”

His ability with words eventu-

ally got him elected as mayor in 
his community, and later he made 
a successful run for state repre-
sentative in Tennessee, and then 
senator. He moved right on up to 
become a member of the United 

States Congress.
As a self-taught reader, John-

son suffered from an inferiority 
complex and his goal was to go 
up the ladder of success, because 
he wanted to get as high on the 
ladder as fast as he could before 
the public discovered that he had 
absolutely no formal education, 
something that had always both-
ered him. 

Lincoln’s fi rst vice president, 
Hannibal Hamlin, was ineffective, 
and the north was losing battles. 
Lincoln feared that he would not 
win re-election, so as a political 
move, he turned to Andrew John-
son, the southern Democratic 
congressman who had a way with 
words, to be his running mate.

After Lincoln was assassinated, 
Johnson took over and because he 
didn’t agree with Lincoln’s views, 
he turned a bind eye to treatment 
of the slaves. But that’s not all he 

did.
To keep his cronies close, he took 
payment from incumbents, and he 
made decisions while Congress 
was recessed.

One of the other underhanded 
things he did was to put Ulysses 
S. Grant in the offi ce of the Sec-
retary of War and then told him to 
stand his ground and remain in the 
offi ce when the offi cial Secretary 
returned. It came down to where 
the offi ce was barricaded and be-
came apartment-style living when 
the secretary took back his offi ce 
while Grant was out one day.

Congress fi nally became fed up 
with the whole thing, and Senator 
Thaddeus Stevens from Pennsyl-
vania led a fi ght for impeachment, 
because the president was replac-
ing cabinet members without the 

approval of the senate.
The fi nal vote came down to the 

two senators from Kansas, Sena-
tor Pomeroy and Senator Ross. 
Pomeroy was in favor. Ross was 
no slouch when it came to dirty 
politics; he had been paid bribes 
in the past. It appeared he was in 
favor of impeaching the president. 
The impeachment now hinged 
on one vote, Ross’s. When they 
asked, how say ye, Ross said, “not 
guilty.” 

The president was acquitted by 
one vote, and did not have to go 
to trial.

“There’s not much information 
nor many books about President 
Johnson,” Sunderman said, “but 
this book tells a lot, and is a very 
interesting book, to say the least.”
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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: Partly cloudy. Colder. 

Lows in the mid 30s. East winds 
around 10 mph.

Saturday: Partly sunny. Highs 
in the lower 60s. Southeast 
winds 10 to 15 mph.

Saturday Night: Mostly 
cloudy. Lows in the upper 30s. 
Southeast winds 10 to 15 mph.

Sunday: Partly sunny in the 
morning then becoming mostly 
cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s. 
South winds 10 to 20 mph. Gusts 
up to 30 mph in the afternoon.

Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy. 
Lows around 40.

Monday through Tuesday: 
Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent 
chance of thunderstorms. Highs 
around 70. Lows in the mid 40s.

Tuesday Night: Mostly cloudy 
with a 30 percent chance of thun-
derstorms. Lows in the mid 40s.

Wednesday: Mostly cloudy 
with a 20 percent chance of thun-
derstorms. Highs around 70.

Thursday: High, 73; Low 43
Precip: Thursday 0.14 inches
 Month: 1.10 inches
 Year:   3.71 inches
 Normal:  3.89 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

Sunrise and Sunset
Saturday 7:04 a.m. 8:24 p.m.
Sunday 7:03 a.m. 8:25 p.m.
Monday 7:01 a.m. 8:26 p.m.

(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Monday Evening April 19, 2010
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC Dancing With the Stars Romantic Castle Local Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live

KBSL/CBS How I Met Rules Two Men Big Bang CSI: Miami Local Late Show Letterman Late Late

KSNK/NBC Chuck Trauma Law & Order Local Tonight Show w/Leno Late

KSAS/FOX House 24 Local

Cable Channels
A & E Intervention Intervention Runaway Runaway Runaway Runaway Intervention

AMC Shallow Hal Shallow Hal

ANIM Animal Cops Houston Untamed and Uncut SnakesKin SnakesKin Untamed and Uncut SnakesKin SnakesKin

BRAVO Little Miss Sunshine Little Miss Sunshine Eternal Sunshine

CMT Smarter Smarter CMA Awards CMA Awards

CNN Campbell Brown Larry King Live Anderson Cooper 360 Larry King Live

COMEDY RENO 911! RENO 911! Futurama Futurama Ugly South Pk Daily Colbert Tosh.0 Martin

DISC MythBusters Construction American Loggers MythBusters Construction

DISN Princess Protection Program Phineas Phineas Montana Wizards Deck Suite So Raven

E! True Hollywood Story Forbes He Kendra Giuliana Giuliana Chelsea E! News Chelsea Kendra

ESPN MLB Baseball Baseball Tonight SportsCenter Baseball Tonight

ESPN2 SportsCenter Special E:60 Poker Stars Poker Stars NASCAR Now

FAM 10 Things Beauty & Brief America's The 700 Club Whose? Whose?

FOOD Unwrapped Unwrapped The Best Best Diners Diners Good Eats Unwrapped The Best Best

FX Untraceable Damages Damages

HGTV Property Property House My First House House Selling N My First House My First

HIST Pawn Pawn American Pickers Pawn Pawn Hooked: Illegal Pawn Pawn

LIFE Grey's Anatomy Cornwell's The Front Army Wives Frasier Medium

MTV 16 and Pregnant True Life True Life True Life True Life

NICK G. Martin Malcolm Chris Chris Lopez Lopez The Nanny The Nanny The Nanny The Nanny

SCI Riverworld Name of King Monster Monster Dead Lvs

SPIKE The Ultimate Fighter TNA Wrestling Jail Jail DEA

TBS Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Lopez Tonight Name/Earl Name/Earl

TCM George Stevens Diary of Anne Place Sun

TLC People People Ultimate Cake Off Cake Boss People People Ultimate Cake Off

TNT NBA Basketball NBA Basketball Inside the NBA

TOON Adventure Flapjack Chowder 6TEEN King-Hill King-Hill Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Aqua Teen

TRAV Andrew Zimmern Bourdain Bourdain Tackles-Globe Andrew Zimmern

TV LAND Home Imp. Home Imp. Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Get Rich Get Rich Roseanne Roseanne

USA NCIS WWE Monday Night RAW Law & Order: Intent In Plain Sight

VH1 Tough Love Couples Tough Love Couples Beauty TRANSformTough Love Couples Beauty TRANSform

WGN America's Funniest H America's Funniest H WGN News at Nine Scrubs Scrubs S. Park S. Park

Premium Channels
HBO Real Time/Bill Maher Duplicity The Ricky Gervais Show

MAX Yes Man Jumper Watchmen

SHOW Transporter 3 The Tudors Nurse Tara Nurse Tara Forbidden King
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Andy Rose, P.A.-C
Welcome to Family Center for Health Care

Family Center for Health Care is very pleased to welcome 
Andy Rose, P.A.-C, and his family to our family.

Andy will see patients beginning April 5, 2010
Please call  (785) 462-6184 for an appointment

Family  Center For Health Care
“Our Family Taking Care of Your Family”

(Just east of the hospital)
310 E. College Drive, Colby, KS.
(785) 462-6184, or 1-800-453-6751

Our friendly staff is happy to help you complete the forms needed to transfer 
your original medical records to Family Center for Health Care.

Andy is available from 7 AM to 3 PM Monday through Friday.

Just in time for prom, pre-book a Mirabella Make-up 
Consultation with our Mirabella Rep on Mondy, May 3. 
Learn tips and color suggestions to make your make-up 
shine on prom night.

Prom Specials
• Up-do and Mirabella Make-up Application
     starting at $55
• Up-do and Prom Pedicure starting at $60
• Prom Pedicure $20
• Prom Manicure $15

505 E. 4th
Colby, Kan. 67701
785-462-2383

Colby Implement is pleased 
to announce a new service 
for the Atwood area. We will 
have a parts drop off shed 
across the street from The 
Great Outdoors where in 
stock parts will be delivered 
by 7:30 AM the following day, 
Tuesday thru Saturday. 

notice

For more information please 
call Colby Implement at 
1-800-532-6529.

mittee, Pioneer Memorial Library, 
and the Thomas County Historical 
Society encourage Thomas Coun-
ty citizens to write their stories, 
whether they have lived here for a 
year or for a lifetime, because all 
are a part of the story.

Story writing about businesses, 
families, churches, schools, orga-
nizations and homes is encour-

aged as a way to document and 
share information about Thomas 
County in 2010, as a part of the 
125th birthday celebration of the 
county.

Information packets with help 
on writing are available at the li-
brary, museum, chamber of com-
merce offi ce, Senior Progress 
Center, Brewster Senior Center 
and the Red Barn in Rexford.

Museum to tell story
of early Colby bankers

Library holds week-long lunch book reviews

days to research and come up with 
a routine and costume. The class 
meets every day the week before 
the Chautauqua.

Birney said this year’s perfor-
mances would be particularly in-
teresting, since some of the audi-
ence will have been alive in the 
1930s.

“They (the kids) might be in-
terviewing or portraying a living 
person or relative,” she said.

Birney and Joyce Thierer of 
Ride into History – a historical 
performance group – will present 
the workshop. Birney is an Ameri-
can studies scholar whose fi eld of 
research includes the topic of rural 
women and their work. Thierer has 
researched, published and lectured 
in agrarian, western and women’s 

history. With performing, history, 
and teaching as her passions, she 
teaches history classes at Emporia 
State University. Together, they 
travel throughout the country to 
entertain and educate audiences of 
all ages.

Birney said that, in effect, the 
Chautauqua would be leaving be-
hind a “speakers bureau” of young 
people who can talk to classrooms 
or organizations about the history 
of the county.

“It’s not just an event, it’s a ser-
vice to the community,” she said.

The camp is free and sponsored 
by the Kansas Humanities Coun-
cil, the Colby Chamber of Com-
merce, and the Prairie Museum.

Anyone interested in participat-
ing in the camp is encouraged to 
call the Prairie Museum at (785) 
460-4590 for registration and ad-

ditional information by April 30.
The Pioneer Memorial Library 

will be the site for two addition-
al Chautauqua youth programs. 
The fi rst is scheduled at 10:30 
a.m. Thursday, June 3. This free 
workshop, “Making Murals with 
Folktales: How Butterfl ies Were 
Made,” is designed for children of 
all ages, with pre-school age chil-
dren accompanied by an adult. 

Led by scholar Wanda Schell, 
the program will combine folk-
tales with art as children create a 
mural based on a folktale collect-
ed by Zora Neale Hurston. 

“Dear Eleanor, Dear Michelle” 
is the second free youth workshop 
to be held in conjunction with 
Chautauqua. Facilitated by Paige 
Gawith, this program will intro-
duce children, ages 8 and older, to 
life in the 1930s. 

This program is scheduled for 
10-11:30 a.m. on Friday, June 4. 
Call the Pioneer Memorial Library 
at (785) 460-4470 with questions.

Area youth to perform at Chautauqua in June

From “PROGRAM,” Page 1

From “YOUTH,” Page 1

From “LIBRARY,” Page 1

Writer reviews highway history book at library

Don’t need it? Sell it
in the classifieds Call 462-3963

By Vera Sloan
Colby Free Press

vsloan@nwkansas.com

Computer programmer turned writer Lee 
Whiteley from Centennial, Colo., was the 
guest speaker on Thursday for the fourth 
day of a week’s worth of book reviews to 
celebrate National Library Week at Pioneer 
Memorial Library.

His topic was, “Motoring Through Colby 
Before the Interstate,” using his own books.

Whiteley, who took up writing about roads, 
said wagon trails are what fi rst sparked his 
interest in transportation routes.

Early roads played an important role in 
the history of the West, and the memories 
are about construction, businesses or inci-
dents connected with where the roads would 
go and the towns that thrived because of the 
power of the highway.

He noted that the Golden Belt Road in 
1911 ran to western Kansas from Abilene and 
Saline and was called the Road of Comfort, 
to attract travelers to drive through Kansas, 
because most roads weren’t that comfortable 
to travel on. It later became Highway 40.

“Of course the Golden Belt Road came 
through Colby too,” Whietley said, and it 
was the road that led to Pikes Peak. Of the 
fi ve roads advertised to reach Pikes Peak, 
four of them came through Colby. 

Trails and highway markings where all 
travelers had to go by before the federal gov-
ernment began giving numbers to roads.

The Victory Highway Association was 
organized in 1921 in Topeka, to locate and 
mark a transcontinental highway through 
St. Louis from New York to San Francisco. 
It was dedicated in memory of the soldiers 
who died in World War I. It also later became 
known as U.S. Route 40.

“Highway 40 was the old Smoky Trail,” he 
said, and at one time the road that went west 
of Oakley was South 40 and the one that ran 
through Colby was North 40.” 

Politics has a great deal to do with where 
roads go, he said, and he noted that Interstate 
70 takes a sharp north, at Oakley. However, 
it’s not an uncommon thing for roads to be 
infl uenced by politics, he said.

The Federal Highway Act was signed in 
1956 by President Eisenhower and Kansas 
was the last state to appropriate funds for 
public roads.

Whiteley has written fi ve books, he said, 
but only three of note, “Cherokee Trail,” 
“Yellowstone Highway” and “Playground 
Trail.” The latter was picked up by a young 
fi lm maker who make it into a documentary 
for public television about the books journey 
to national parks. It has been shown locally 
on Smoky Hills Public Television.


