
tax increases and therefore might 
as well address the needs of the 
poor, disabled and elderly.

GOP committee members did 
agree to add $31 million, restor-
ing some cuts in mental health 
programs, in-home services for 

the disabled and other public as-
sistance. Democrats didn’t think 
the committee went far enough.

The proposed soda tax would 
raise $90 million a year for those 
programs, schools and general 
government operations.

Legislative researchers say 
it would increase the cost of a 

12-ounce can of soda by 10 cents; 
beverage industry offi cials claim a 
2-liter bottle would cost 56 cents 
more.

Morris said the tax would 
amount to a levy of 30 percent 
to 50 percent, depending on the 
product.

The tax would apply to pack-
aged sweetened, nonalcoholic 
beverages, including soda, root 
beer, ginger ale, lemon-lime 

drinks and beverages that are 10 
percent or less “natural” fruit or 
vegetable juice.

Only three states – Arkansas, 
Washington and West Virginia 
–have such a tax, said Dan Thorp, 
a spokesman for the American 
Beverage Association. Thorp said 
the Kansas proposal is unusual be-
cause the tax would vary with the 
amount of sugar in each drink.

“It would be a logistical night-

mare,” he said.
But Thorp said the biggest con-

cern is increasing costs for con-
sumers – and a resulting drop in 
sales. Morris said about 14,000 
jobs are tied to the industry in 
Kansas.

The industry is sponsoring full-
page ads in eight Kansas newspa-
pers and plans to broadcast radio 
ads across the state, Thorp said.
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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: Cloudy. A slight 

chance of thunderstorms in the 
evening, then a chance of light 
rain showers and isolated thun-
derstorms after midnight. Lows 
in the lower 50s. East winds 
around 15 mph. Chance of pre-
cipitation 50 percent.

Thursday: Mostly cloudy. 
Thunderstorms likely in the 
morning, with a chance of thun-
derstorms in the afternoon. Highs 
in the upper 50s. East winds 15 
to 20 mph. Chance of thunder-
storms 60 percent.

Thursday Night: Mostly 
cloudy with thunderstorms likely. 
Lows in the lower 50s. South-
east winds 15 to 20 mph shifting 
to the south 10 to 15 mph after 
midnight. Chance of thunder-
storms 70 percent.

Friday: Mostly cloudy in the 
morning becoming partly sunny. 
A 30 percent chance of thunder-
storms. Highs in the upper 60s. 
Southwest winds 10 to 15 mph.

Friday Night: Mostly cloudy 
with a chance of light rain show-
ers and isolated thunderstorms. 
Lows in the lower 40s. Chance 
of precipitation 40 percent.

Saturday: Breezy. Mostly 
cloudy with a 20 percent chance 
of light rain showers. Highs in 
the upper 50s.

Saturday Night: Mostly 
cloudy. Lows in the upper 30s.

Sunday: Mostly sunny. Highs 
in the lower 60s.

Monday: High, 57; Low 40
Tuesday: High, 59; Low 43
Precip: Monday 0.07 inches
 Tuesday 0.00 inches
 Month: 1.43 inches
 Year:   4.04 inches
 Normal:  3.89 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 6:57 a.m. 8:29 p.m.

(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Thursday Evening April 22, 2010
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC FlashForward Private Practice Grey's Anatomy Local Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live

KBSL/CBS Survivor: Hero CSI: Crime Scene The Mentalist Local Late Show Letterman Late Late

KSNK/NBC Community 30 Rock Office 30 Rock The Marriage Ref Local Tonight Show w/Leno Late

KSAS/FOX Bones Fringe Local

Cable Channels
A & E The First 48 The First 48 Fugitive Chronicles Fugitive Chronicles The First 48

AMC Shallow Hal Shallow Hal

ANIM Weird Weird Weird Weird Lost Tape Lost Tape Weird Weird Weird Weird

BRAVO Real Housewives Real Housewives Real Housewives Real Housewives Happens Real

CMT Smarter Smarter The Great Outdoors The Great Outdoors

CNN Campbell Brown Larry King Live Anderson Cooper 360 Larry King Live

COMEDY Futurama Futurama Ugly South Pk Ralphie May Daily Colbert Iglesias: Fluffy

DISC Life Life Life Life Life

DISN Minutemen Phineas Montana Wizards Deck Suite So Raven

E! Sexiest Pretty Pretty Pretty Pretty Chelsea E! News Chelsea Bring It

ESPN 2010 NFL Draft SportsCenter Baseball Tonight

ESPN2 MLS Soccer Baseball Tonight Poker Stars SportsNation

FAM Independence Day The 700 Club Whose? Whose?

FOOD Good Eats Good Eats Iron Chef America Cakes Cakes Good Eats Unwrapped Iron Chef America

FX Day-Tomorrow Armageddon

HGTV First My First Selling N Selling N House House House House Selling N Selling N

HIST Modern Marvels Pawn Pawn Sliced Sliced Sliced Sliced Modern Marvels

LIFE Project Runway Project Runway Project Runway Models Project Runway Models

MTV S. Park S. Park Fantasy Fantasy Fantasy Fantasy Fantasy Fantasy Jeepers Creepers

NICK SpongeBobMalcolm Chris Chris Lopez Lopez The Nanny The Nanny The Nanny The Nanny

SCI Serenity Aliens Mutant Chronicles

SPIKE Gone in Sixty TNA Wrestling The Ultimate Fighter GTTV -EA Trailers

TBS The Wedding Planner Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Lopez Tonight Name Earl Name Earl

TCM The Red Shoes Once in West

TLC Police Women Police Women LA Ink Police Women LA Ink

TNT NBA Basketball NBA Basketball

TOON Flapjack Johnny T Adventure 6TEEN King-Hill King/Hill Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Aqua Teen

TRAV David Blaine David Blaine David Blaine-Magic? David Blaine David Blaine

TV LAND Home Imp. Home Imp. Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne

USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Burn Notice In Plain Sight

VH1 Tough Love Couples Sober House Sober House Sober House Tough Love Couples

WGN WWE Superstars Funniest Home Videos WGN News at Nine Scrubs Scrubs WWE Superstars

Premium Channels
HBO I Love You, Man 24/7 Treme Real Sex 12 24/7 Funny or

MAX State of Play Any Given Sunday Taken

SHOW Lonely Street Green Collar The Tudors Nurse Tara 2010 AVN Awards Show
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Friday Evening April 23, 2010
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC Wife Swap Jamie Oliver's Food 20/20 Local Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live

KBSL/CBS Ghost Whisperer Medium Miami Medical Local Late Show Letterman Late Late

KSNK/NBC Who Do You Dateline NBC Local Tonight Show w/Leno Late

KSAS/FOX House Kitchen Nightmares Local

Cable Channels
A & E Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds

AMC Breaking Bad Breaking Bad Breaking Bad Breaking Bad Breaking Bad

ANIM I Shouldn't Be Alive I Shouldn't Be Alive I Shouldn't Be Alive I Shouldn't Be Alive I Shouldn't Be Alive

BRAVO Top Chef Masters 50 First Dates 50 First Dates

CMT Smarter Smarter Gator 911 Coast SMOKEJUMPERS Gator 911 Coast SMOKEJUMPERS

CNN Campbell Brown Larry King Live Anderson Cooper 360 Larry King Live

COMEDY John Oliver Kevin James Presents Presents Comedy Comedy Presents Presents

DISC Deadliest Catch Swamp Loggers American Loggers Deadliest Catch Swamp Loggers

DISN Deck Wizards Deck Montana Wizards Montana Phineas Deck Suite So Raven

E! Kardashian The Soup The Soup Chelsea E! News Chelsea The Soup

ESPN NBA Basketball NBA Basketball

ESPN2 2010 NFL Draft NBA Basketball

FAM Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos The 700 Club Whose? Whose?

FOOD Chopped Diners Diners Private Chefs Good Eats Rachael Diners Diners

FX Fast & Furious 2 Fast 2 Furious Justified Cruel Intentions

HGTV Property Property House Buck House House Battle on the Block House Buck

HIST Hillbilly Black Blizzard Hillbilly

LIFE Grey's Anatomy Project Runway Project Runway Models How I Met How I Met Wives

MTV The Hills The Hills 16 and Pregnant 16 and Pregnant 16 and Pregnant 16 and Pregnant

NICK Big Time The Troop Chris Chris Lopez Lopez The Nanny The Nanny The Nanny The Nanny

SCI Stargate Universe Stargate Universe Merlin Stargate Universe Merlin

SPIKE CSI: Crime Scn Ways Die Ways Die Ways Die Ways Die MANswers MANswers Ways Die Ways Die

TBS Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Legally Blonde Legally Blonde 2

TCM 2001: Odyssey Close-3rd Kind

TLC Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Four Weddings Say Yes Say Yes Four Weddings

TNT Four Brothers Walking Tall The Lookout

TOON Ben 10 Generator Star Wars Dude King-Hill King-Hill Venture Amer Dad Aqua Teen Clerks

TRAV Man, Food Man, Food Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Most Haunted Man, Food Man, Food

TV LAND Home Imp. Home Imp. Raymond Raymond Footloose Roseanne Roseanne

USA NCIS Nat'l Treasure Face/Off

VH1 Sober House Tough Love Couples Tough Love Couples London Brandy & Ray J Feel the

WGN MLB Baseball WGN NewsScrubs S. Park S. Park

Premium Channels
HBO The Pacific Ricky Life Real Time/Bill Maher Real Time/Bill Maher Funny or Ricky

MAX Ghost To Dragonheart Forget Sarah

SHOW The Tudors Nurse Tara Transporter 3
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LOCAL TV LISTINGS
sponsored by thesponsored by the

With new carpet, paint and vinyl, 
we’re fi nally back in our front of-
fi ce and conference room. Thanks 
to our landlords, Sara and Travis 
Oliver, for making full repairs to 
our building after the fl ooding. We 
invite all our friends and customers 
to stop by and see our new look.
 

Our customers are always our 
No. 1 priority at The Colby Free 
Press. We appreciate your pa-
tience, having to come fi nd us 
while we’ve been crammed into 
the back room. And we’re happy 
to be back in our usual places.
Stop and by see us today!

155 W. Fifth St. • (785) 462-3963

We’re 
Back!

Offi ce hours: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday to Friday.

the load among the 20 counties in north-
west Kansas included in the mental health 
district.

Hill said that state budget cuts to the tune 
of $400,000 last year and another $400,000 
this year could send the agency into the red 
by next year. He noted that he has gone from 
130 employees to 75, saying the agency has 
cut everything to “the bare bones.” 

When people need service, he said, it’s 
hard to do when everyone in the chain 
doesn’t do their part. He told them Thomas 
County is just a step above the projected 
bench mark for money, and said he wished 
other counties would do as well.

Carl Eyman of the Kansas Workers Risk 
Co-operative for Counties, which covers 
the county for employee injuries, told the 
commissioners the company had changed a 
“low-cost modifi er” to give a break in work-
ers’ compensation rates this year. Thomas 
County saw a $13,000 benefi t from the 
change. He said that by department, road 
and bridge has the most claims.

Susan McMahan, the county’s emergency 
management director, told the commission-
ers that Scott Hilbrink, a fi refi ghter and vol-
unteer emergency medical technician, has 
agreed to fi ll the unpaid position of county 
radiological offi cer. He is a member of the 
state hazardous materials team No. 8, based 
out of Colby, McMahan said, and is willing 

to take the necessary classes.
McMahan received approval from the 

commissioners to hold a foreign animal 
disease school on Tuesday, an “awareness 
training” covering what to do in the event 
of an animal disease outbreak. McMahan 
said she had questioned a feed lot manager 
about the information, and he was unable 
to answer any of the questions, so she felt a 
training session was a good idea. She said 
not many counties are willing to take the 
time to do the training, which is for agri-
business people, implement dealers, feed 
lot workrs and stockmen.

She told commissioners she had ordered 
$526 worth of supplies to make identifi ca-
tion cards for county elected offi cials, de-

partment heads, and all fi rst responders. 
She said Thomas County is the only one in 
northwest Kansas that has the equipment to 
make the cards.

In other business, the commissioners:
• Approved attending the Kansas As-

sociation of Counties “minimeeting” at 
8:30 Wednesday morning and continuing 
through the afternoon at the Frahm Theatre 
on the campus of Colby Community Col-
lege

• Received the monthly report from the 
Economic Development Alliance and the 
changes in the bylaws in reference to meet-
ing notifi cation.

• Approved minutes from the April 12 
meeting.

duet. Gilbert qualifi ed earlier this 
year for her poetry.

The state tournament has three 
preliminary rounds, with the top 
competitors going into fi nals, 
where entries are ranked. At the 
festival, each competitor performs 
one time with a ranking of I, II, 
or III given on their performance, 
similar to music festivals. 

Unable to attend the league 
meet was Avery Spresser. 

“A big thank you goes out to 
Mary Luna and Rose Juenemann 
for going with us to Weskan for 
the day to assist in judging the per-

formances of all the competitors,” 
said coach Cathy Broeckelman.

During the previous week, the 
forensics team competed at Oak-
ley. Spresser and Gilbert compet-
ed in duet acting with “Cooking 
Chaos” for the fi rst time together. 
Spresser and Jonathan Broeckel-
man competed together for the 
fi rst time in improvised duet act-
ing. In poetry, Isaac Broeckelman 
read the poem “The Walrus and 
the Carpenter” for the fi rst time, 
while Gilbert read the poem “The 
Most Beautiful Flower.” 

The Broeckelmans also com-
peted in duet acting, fi nishing fi fth 
overall. 

County says software training ‘inadequate’

Proposed soda tax fizzling in Kansas Legislature

Golden Plains duo
named league champs

Don’t need it? Sell it
in the classifieds Call 462-3963
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