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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: A 40 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around
42. Southeast wind 5 to 10 mph
becoming north.

Saturday: Showers likely,
mainly before 4 p.m. Cloudy,
with a high near 55. Windy, with
a north northwest wind between
20 and 30 mph, with gusts as
high as 45 mph. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 60 percent.

Saturday Night: A 30 percent
chance of showers before 7 p.m.
Mostly cloudy, gradually becom-
ing mostly clear, low around 37.
Breezy, with a north northwest
wind 20 to 25 mph decreasing to
between 10 and 15 mph. Winds
could gust as high as 35 mph.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 66. North northwest
wind between 10 and 15 mph.

Sunday Night: A 20 per-
cent chance of showers. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 39.

Monday: A 20 percent chance
of rain. Mostly cloudy, with a high
near 58.

Monday Night: A 30 percent
chance of rain. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 34.

Tuesday: A20 percent chance
of rain. Mostly cloudy, with a high
near 57.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 38.

Wednesday: Partly sunny,
with a high near 68.

Thursday: High, 61; Low 47
Precip: Thursday 0.24 inches

Thunderstorms
cause minor flooding

From “FLOODING,” Page 1

quarter-inch this morning.

After Wednesday’s sunshine,
thoughts of getting into fields went
south. With more rain in the fore-
cast, already-soaked fields will
need more than a few days to dry
them out enough to put the corn in
the ground.

Although the rains improved
the already excellent condition of
the winter wheat, it has put a total
stop to any field operations.

The Kansas Agricultural Statis-
tics report for the week of April
12 showed most of the northwest
area of the state as having surplus
subsoil moisture, and now this

weeks rains will add to that deep
moisture.

Jim Bartlett who farms about
six miles east of Colby said he dug
down just a few inches last week
in a field he was wanting to spray,
and the shovel came up with a ball
of mud with water running out of
1t.

“Can’t go to the field when it’s
that muddy,” Bartlett said.

Reports of wheat condition as
far south as Dallas is that the crop
is good all the way.

Wheat prices, usually affected
by the skies, were $4.07 on Thurs-
day, actually up 13 cents over the
same day last week, when the cash
price stood at $3.94.

Tree board plants

new trees around town

From “BOARD,” Page 1

store bid on a cost plus basis; 24/7
bid on a pump prime discount ba-
sis.

Cost plus contracts pay all the
contractor’s expenses, plus an
additional amount to allow for
profit.

“You guys are doing an out-
standing job,” councilmen Dave
Voss said.

* Decided to approve charging
off $837.37 in bad debt and send-
ing $9,740.40 to the state Setoff

Program. The bad debt stems from
people skipping town without pay-
ing the money they owe the city,
City Manager Carolyn Armstrong
said. She said the state Setoff Pro-
gram is when the city turns over
a person’s social security number
to the state and the state withholds
that person’s tax refunds until the
city is paid back.

e Agreed to approve waiving
the rental fee for the 312th Army
Band who will be holding a free
public concert on Thursday, July
29, in the community building.

Eleven tornados reported

WICHITA (AP) — The National
Weather Service says 11 tornadoes
were reported in western Kansas,
causing minor damage but no ma-
jor injuries.

The weather service says one
of the tornadoes hit a farm four
miles south of Scott City Thurs-

destroying grain bins.

Another tornado that witnesses
said was a mile wide landed east
of Kendall in Kearny County,
and spotters said another touched
down near Friend in Finney Coun-
ty. Baseball-sized hail also was
reported near Lakin, in Kearny

College graduates inmate class

From “INMATES,” Page 1

but the only expectation that matters is the one you
have for yourself.

Waites also spoke about choices.

“There are a lot of choices. We cannot control
what others think. We can control what we do,”
he said.

His advice to the graduating class was to focus
on what they wanted, not what others expected of
them.

“Do what you truly want to do. Hang in there,
even in tough times, and there will be tough times.
Make the most of your future.”

The inmates all expressed an interest in either
continuing their education or in starting their own
business after release. The nine graduates includ-
ed: Mickey Owens, Anthony Perkins, Jonathon
Scranton, Patrick McGraw, Dan McCall, Alford
Granger, Jeremy Fisher, Brian Holmes and Jordan
Henson.

“The college course gave me the chance to think
differently and look forward to something outside
the fence,” Granger said.

McCall said he wants to open a business after
release and said the class prepared him for that
possibility.

Christiane Cole was one of the instructors for
the course. Classes included business communi-

cation, keyboarding, Quickbooks, practical office
and customer relations.

Perkins said he wasn’t aware of some of the com-
puter programs before, especially Quickbooks.

“It was challenging. A few of them I didn’t even
know existed, but I think it’s something I’ll use,”
Perkins said.

“It gave me the opportunity to re-navigate my
computer skills. It will help me with powerpoint
presentations,” Holmes said.

Tuesday was a special day for one inmate in par-
ticular with Scranton celebrating his 24th birthday
and completing the program. He said the business
skills he learned will help him in the job market
after he is released.

“All of it is necessary these days,” he said.

For some of the inmates, the chance to further
themselves made a difference.

“I’'m going to use this to continue my degree.
This is a corrections facility, but there are few op-
portunities for improvement. I think it’s awesome
that they do this,” said Jeremy Fisher.

“It’s nice to have people come in who see us
as people, not people who have made mistakes,”
Perkins said.

Colby Community College, Norton Correctional
Facility and Kansas Works partnered for the pro-
gram, which will end in July when the third class
will graduate. The first class graduated Jan 29.

County saves on air system parts

From “COUNTY,” Page 1

want to put out for bids.

The commissioners said they
valued Highland’s knowledge and
advice when it came to under-

1.0CAL TV LISTINGS

sponsored by the

standing the jargon of the mechan-
ical equipment, including boilers
and chillers, while they are trying
to make a decision on what will be
an expensive investment.

The commissioners have got-
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ten several estimates for a new
system, which, depending on the
type, could cost between $125,000
and $400,000.
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THANK YOU FOR
READING THE...

The Colby Free Press is looking for
a full-time advertising executive to
sell advertising for Nor'West
Newspapers. The work week would
be 40 hours with occasional evening
and weekend duties. Computer
skills with Excel, Photoshop,
inDesign, and Acrobat helpful but
not necessary. Must have good
communication skills, and excellent
customer service skills with
attention to detail. Send a letter
and resume to Steve Haynes,
publisher, at 155 W. Fifth St., Colby,
Kansas., 67701 or s.haynes@
nwkansas.com. This could be the
job you've been looking for.
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