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Prom can be dangerous for teens

By Col. Terry Maple
Kansas Highway Patrol

Each spring as the school year draws to a
close, high schools across the state begin pre-
paring for their junior/senior proms and gradu-
ations.

While these events are usually met with
great anticipation and excitement by school
administrators, students, and parents, there is
another dangerous reality that presents itself —
underage drinking at parties to celebrate these
occasions.

While schools do a great job of providing
after-prom parties and activities as a safe alter-
native, too often some students will not attend
the school sponsored party, and instead choose
to attend alternative parties that provide alco-
hol. This creates a dangerous situation for our
kids, and troopers, deputies and police officers
know all too well the possibilities that exist.

Currently, schools across the state are hold-
ing safety demonstrations sponsored by Moth-
ers Against Drunk Drivers, the National Save
a Life Tour (a high-impact alcohol awareness
program), and law enforcement, in which
mock crashes are used to help students to un-

derstand the ramifications of driving while un-
der the influence of alcohol or drugs.

These demonstrations are designed to make
students think about the consequences of their
actions, and understand that poor choices
could cost them or someone else their life.
These events can have lifelong consequences
for everyone involved!

Law-enforcement officers across the state
are aware of prom and graduation dates. They
are often advised by citizens of illegal parties,
and schedule extra enforcement when the par-
ties are occurring. There have been occasions
where parents or friends hold parties, thinking
they will provide a safe environment for teens
to party and drink alcohol. These are defined
as “Social Hosting” under Kansas law, and are
illegal. Violation of this law is a Class A mis-
demeanor, with a minimum fine of $1,000.

Students, we encourage you to make respon-
sible choices. Attend your school sponsored
after-prom party, and resist peer pressure to
consume alcohol or drugs.

Think about your future. What type of career
do you see for yourself? If you are convicted
for drunk driving or drug violations, it be-
comes a part of your permanent record, and as

such, could automatically disqualify you from
many professions. Worse yet, you could be in-
volved in a life-altering or life-ending tragedy
that will forever impact your memories of this
very special time.

Parents, monitor your child’s activities. Ask
the school to implement a notification policy
if students leave prom or the after-prom party
early. Check on your child. If they say they
are going somewhere, check to see if they are
actually there. (They may not like it now, but
they will thank you later in life, and remember
that lesson when they become parents.) Don’t
become an enabler by hosting drinking parties.
Not only are they illegal, but you could be held
liable if someone gets hurt or suffers alcohol
poisoning.

The Kansas Highway Patrol encourages ev-
eryone to celebrate in a safe and legal manner.
Please buckle your safety belts as you travel,
and avoid distractions in your vehicle that pre-
vent you from giving your full time and atten-
tion to driving. Never drink and drive.

Prom season is a time of life-changing mo-
ments. Do your best to make good memories,
not bad ones that will affect you and your fam-
ilies for the rest of your lives!

Diplomat speaks at school after mistaken call

WEST ORANGE, NJ. (AP) -
Talk about diplomacy.

The Zambian ambassador to
the United Nations made a speech
Wednesday at New Jersey’s West
Orange High School to make
amends for dialing the wrong

In the

phone number.

zarous Kapambwe was trying to
reach a diplomat from Sierra Le-
one. But the number he dialed was
one digit off. He ended up calling
Logan Svitzer, a student who was

fall, Ambassador La- the school.

sitting in his U.S. history class at

His teacher, Robbin Sweeney,
was so annoyed that she called the
number and got the ambassador.
She thought it was a prank — and
spent 10 minutes on the phone

with him to verify who he was.

Kapambwe spoke at the school
to make up for the inconvenience.
He told students about Zambia and
urged them to consider diplomatic
service as a career.

JUDY ROGERS/Golden Plains High School
Golden Plains High School crowned its 2010 Prom royalty
following the promenade April 17. Megan Zodrow was elect-
ed queen while Jordan Spresser was crowned king. Follow-
ing the dinner, the couple started off the dance to the theme
song, “You Take My Breath Away.” Students danced the
night away before heading to the Colby Bowl for the after-
prom party.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Andrea or Heather today at 462-3963.

Looking to sell or transfer property?

Request Quality Title & Abstract, Inc. in
Colby handle your title insurance and escrow
needs. We are doing business with Old
Republic National Title Insurance est. 1907,

Give it a trg! See what

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

i

Contact Paul Bailey or Angela

an A rating company by A.M. Best.

Qualitg Title & Abstract Inc.

785-460-1858 qta@st-tel.net

Zimmermann

the business clirectorg
can do for gou!

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL 1-800-536-6642 COMMEBCIAL
Tamko Shingles Rubber Single Ply
GAF Shingles 1-785-462-6642  \yhite TPO Single Ply
Wood Shingles Built Up Systems

Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

David J. Rosales

Owner

(785) 675-8254 or (785) 657-7251
832 17th Street ® PO Box 742
Hoxie, Kansas 67740

ROSALES PLUMBING

For All Your Commercial & Residential Plumbing Needs
24-Hour Emergency Service Available
Also Servicing Heating, Air and Septic Tank Systems!

dreams!

N, l l I./ Clarity Life Coaching Services
/G\
\") | Become a winning  phope;

champion in your
own life! Live your E-mail:

www.claritylc.com

Laura Wing. PL.C

Professional Life Coach

785-821-4277 or 719-646-1514

Laura_Wing_plc@yahoo.com

NEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

/" (800) 611-6735 \

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates
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155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 SoNaz
Phone: 785.462.6999 BT > g
Fax: 785-460-0852 PR o2
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 ‘AA,’ ol
’», H \l ‘;4‘
L vvv «
VACATION SPECIALS o Vi
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 | 4
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel i $505 : 3
MEXICO Air&Hotel | $800 | 3
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1,050 | 5
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1,500 | 7
HAWAII Air&Hotel | $740 3
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3 All
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA { $359 {Max 45|

" Per Adult

Round Trip Travel

Call for Bus Tours Schedules.

CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
,,,,,,,,, QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!

BOOK HOLIDAY

VACATIONS NOW!

specials may be for specific dates
and are subject to availability

1Box )

M 9sa

Kitchen
& Bath

Sales & Service

Custom Cabinetry ¢ Counter Tops
Design, Fabrication & Installation
Wood Floor Installation & Refinishing

Shop 462-7843 ¢ Dennis 443-3140

www.toolboxkitchen.com

David Browne Il
550 N Franklin

Need a new insurance partner?

Auto | Home | Business | Farm/Ranch | Life

College | Retirement

| 3

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

L ES
E7N
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Opgv®

Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Insurance -«
www.fbfs.com

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 327

FAMILY DENTAL
CARE

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!
¢ Root Canals ¢ Orthodontics
¢ Implants « Wisdom Tooth Surgery
New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

Investments

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

D~ Meadow Lake

Restaurant & Lounge
Monday - Saturday

OPEN EACH DAY AT 4 P.M.
Tuesdays: Lady's Night Golf
Wednesdays: Men's Night Golf
Fridays: Couples Night Golf

MEAL SPECIALS EVERY NIGHT
PRIME RIB DINNER SPECIAL
EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT

SEE YOU THERE!

Clleaoow Lt =555

& 1085 E Golf Club Rd
T GoLe Course & RESTAURANT

Colby

800-611-6

SERVING NW KANSAS

—~ NEW SYSTEM >
PROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANING

Residential ~ Commercial

A Free Estimates %

785-462-6995

www. My WindowCleaner.net

Eldean & Janet Griffith ® 155 E 5th, Colby

“Protect
youganch
like you

protect
# your family”

735

SINCE 1992

P098092.1

Jane W Johnson, Agent
905 E 4th Street
Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

For insurance protection on
your home, outbuildings,
equipment and livestock,
contact me today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there®
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

StateFarm

INSURANCE

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company  Bloomington, IL

Gift-giving
greatness.
Generic gifts got you down? Well, wake
up your inner gifting genius! | have gift
ideas that are anything but blah. Gifts girls
adore. Gifts guys gotta have. Any budget.

Any occasion. Any time. I'm here to make
your life easier! Just ask! .

Jasmine Stewart

Independent Beauty Consultant
www.marykay.com/jasmine_stewart
785-462-0127




