
The first Arbor Day took place on 
April 10, 1872, in Nebraska. It was the 
brainchild of Julius Sterling Morton, 
a Nebraska journalist and politician 
originally form Michigan. 

Throughout his long and productive 
career, Morton worked to improve ag-
ricultural techniques in his adopt-
ed state and throughout the 
United States when he 
served as President 
Grover Cleveland’s 
Secretary of Ag-
riculture. But his 
most important 
legacy is Arbor 
Day. Morton felt 
that Nebraska’s 
landscape and 
economy would 
benefit from the 
wide-scale plant-
ing of trees. He 
set an example 
himself, plant-
ing orchards, 
shade trees and 
wind breaks on 
his own farm 
and urging his 
neighbors to fol-
low suit. 

Morton’s real 
opportunity ar-
rived when he be-
came a member of 
Nebraska’s board of ag-
riculture. He proposed that a 
special day be set aside, dedicated to 

tree planting and increasing awareness 
of the importance of trees. Nebraska’s 
first Arbor Day was an amazing suc-
cess. More than one million trees were 
planted. 

The state soon made it an annual le-
gal holiday in 1885, using April 22 to 

coincide with 
Mor ton ’s 

birthday.

In the years following that first Arbor 
Day, Morton’s idea spread beyond Ne-
braska with Kansas, Tennessee, Min-
nesota and Ohio all proclaiming their 
own Arbor Days. Today, all 50 states 
celebrate Arbor Day, although the dates 
vary in keeping with the local climate. 

For the homeowners, Arbor Day is 
an excellent opportunity to take stock 
of the trees on your property and plan 
for the future. Inspect your trees. Note 

any broken branches or evidence of 
disease or insect infestation. Think 
about how planting new trees 

might improve the look of your 
property or provide wind or 
heat protection. 

Take a trip to your local 
nursery to see what’s 

available and to get 
new ideas. Walk around 

your neighborhood, 
are there any pub-
lic areas where 
tree planting or 
tree maintenance 
might make a 
real difference 
to your commu-
nity? Talk with 
your neighbors. 
Find out their 
opinion;  some-

times one good 
idea can make a real dif-

ference. Teach your chil-
dren the importance of trees 

in their community. 
And, oh yes, plant a tree.
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Help Save
tHe eartH

2227 S. Range • 785-462-6565

Plant trees!

Let’s Get Growing!
~ JUST ARRIVED ~

Pottery
Strawberries
Asparagus

Onion Plants
Tomatoes
Rhubarb

WE DON’T JUST SELL PLANTS, WE GROW THEM!
Golden Plains Garden Center & 

Greenhouse

9:00 to 6:00 
Monday Thru Saturday

12:00 to 5:00
Sunday

1140 Plains Ave. • Colby • 785-462-7528

Our greenhouse is full of color for spring!!
Largest selection of perennials in N.W. Kansas!

Weeks Quality Roses

Colby’s Headquarters for your Garden!

Bring in your planters and let us plant 
them for you!

Dan Baalman
Owner

John C. 
Tweed

JOHN C. TWEED AGENCY
“Your Multi-Peril

Insurance Specialist”

135 W. 6th, Colby, KS  
785-462-7366

GivE us A CAll TODAY!

Annuals  •  Perennials • Roses • Shrubs  • Grasses
 • Hanging Baskets • Planters • Water Plants

MOONLIGHT GARDENS

Moonlight Gardens
Trees Available

3 Mi. N. on Hwy. 25, 1/2 mi. W. of Colby 
785-462-6355 Open Mon.-Sat.: 9:30-5:30

Tues. & Thurs. till 8:00     Sun.: 12:00-4:00

Jeronimus Sargent Cottonwood • Noreaster Cottonwood
• Princeton American Elm • Accolade American Elm • First 
Edition Snowdance Japenese Tree Lilac • Shamrock Littleleaf 
Linden • Royal Red Norway Maple • John Pair Caddo Sugar 
Maple • Pacific Sunset Truncatum Maple • Bur Oak • Heri-
tage Oak • Swamp White Oak • Prairiefire Ornamental Crab
• Spring Snow Ornamental Crab • Newport Flowering Plum 
• Royal Gala Apple • Meteor Sour Cherry • Elberta Peach

Trees just in time for Arbor Day!

National Arbor Day 
April 28, 2010

3502 Hwy 40 
Oakley, Kan.
785-671-1025

Plant a tree!

Celebrate
 Arbor Day

1110 Plains Ave.
Colby, KS

785-462-3224
www.woofter.com

tree at a time!

Making Colby
beautiful, one

• Auto
• Health

• Life
• Business

• Home
• Liability

990 S. Range • 462-6779

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS:

• Crop
• Bonds

Darvin Strutt, CIC
Stanley Edmundson,  LUTCF

Serving the community since 1924.

Make Colby green, plant a tree!

115 W. Willow Street • 785-462-8634

Your  one  stop  shopping
for  Your  gardening  needs!

• Trees
• Shrubs
• Grass
• Plants
• Mulch

• Fertilizer
• Rocks
• Planters
• Hanging Baskets
• Seeds

 Celebrate arbor day!

JM Tree & Lawn Service

• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal
• Tree Spraying
• Root Injections

• Lawn Maintenance
• Underground Sprinkler
   Systems
• Landscaping

Call us Today!
For a Free Estimate

JM Tree & Lawn Service
780 E. 4th • Colby, Kan.

785-462-6908

Specializing in: 

Julius Sterling Morton

Join the Colby Tree Board
for an Arbor Day celebration

1:30 p.m. Wednesday at Fike Park


