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She doesn’t want
to be like others

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am 14 years old and just
started my freshman year at high school. I wanted
to make a break with my old group of friends, but
now I’'m worried I will never make a new friend
again. I don’t know what’s wrong with these
girls. They dress like they’re going to the beach,
and all they talk about is TV. I know I should try
to adjust, but I really don’t want to become “one
of them.” What can I do? — B.W.

Dear B.W.: You are at a very interesting cross-
roads. When you enter high school, it’s a new
world, and you have the opportunity to reinvent
yourself if you choose. You could keep your old
group going, and would always feel that you fit
in. You’d never feel alone, and you’d have friends
to do things with. But if you judge them and their
interests, they would begin to distance from you.
So you may as well be the one to make the break!
Being true to yourself is important, even if you
are not exactly sure where you are going or what
kind of person you really are. Today it is enough
to know what kind of person you aren’t!

That said, you don’t need to go on this journey
of self-discovery alone. Now is the time to look
around at other possibilities for friendships, male
and female. One of the best ways to find a group
of compatible people is to develop interests of
your own — in athletics, music, art, the “green”
movement, anything you find worthwhile — and
pursue that. I think friends will follow almost au-
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“Today it’s MY plants’ turn to be on
the windowsill in the sun.”
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tion. The audacity of this kid! We would never
act like this when I was young — what the heck is
wrong with him? — S.G.

Dear S.G.: Old-fashioned values like a strong
work ethic, loyalty to the company and other
staples of careers we may have enjoyed seem to
be on the wane, if not dead. There is no point in
blaming your son for wanting to share in the good
life; his is the first generation in a while that isn’t
guaranteed to surpass their parents in accom-
plishments, income and perks. Today it is quite a
coup just to land a job after college — never mind
what kind of job, or its pay and benefits.

Though times are tough, lots of kids just don’t
get it. It’s when unrealistic expectations crop up
that work can turn sour. In fact, The Conference
Board in a recent study found that job satisfaction
among workers under 25 dropped substantially
in 2009 for the recently employed, or underem-
ployed. And your son is hardly out of step. Many
new grads value time away from work and a big
salary more than ever. The trick is adjusting to
reality without losing his job. If his expectations
don’t line up with the ability of his employer to
reward him, he’s going to suffer.
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The payoff came a few tricks later. After ruft-
ing the queen, South trumped a diamond in dum-
my, then played the queen of spades and a spade
to the king. A second diamond was ruffed with
the jack of spades, bringing declarer to the criti-
cal position.

With no more trumps in dummy, South had to
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guess how to get back to his hand. The threat, of
course, was West’s nine of spades, which could
score a fatal overruff.

It was here that East’s earlier deceptive plays
came to fruition. Afraid that West might over-
ruff a third round of hearts and certain that West
had at least one club remaining, South elected to
ruff a club, and the nine of spades came home to
roost.

Perhaps another declarer might have made the
winning decision, but the actual South is certain-
ly deserving of our sympathies.
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