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Son borrows
sister’s clothes

Dear Dr. Brothers: My son, who is 14 and just
started high school, has developed some alarming
behaviors. He is borrowing his sister’s clothes to
wear to school. Not skirts or dresses, just jackets
and girly-looking shirts. When I ask him why, he
tells me it’s no big deal. I hope this isn’t the be-
ginning of a full-blown problem. — B.D.

Dear B.D.: It could be a problem for your son

at school if he is wearing clothing that draws at-
tention to him in a negative way. He could receive
unwanted negative feedback or even punishment J
of some sortg from teachers and adn?inistration. conqeptls sud.Okll ° D?'ve Green
Or, he could be targeted and bullied by students.
Either way, there could be serious consequences, 8 3 7
and he should be prepared to deal with conflicts 1 4
rather than brush you off. All of this presents a
dilemma about how to deal with what the cloth-
ing represents to your son himself.

Iimagine you are having fears about where this
might lead. Has he been playing dress-up all his
life? Is this just indicative of a fashion-forward
individual who likes to shock? It is a good time to
have a talk in an open and supportive way. If his
school has an organization for students who are
questioning their sexuality, he may be interested
in joining but would like to know you are OK
with it. So it’s not the time to lay down rules of
attire or question his morality. Your goal should
be to be an understanding parent, offering uncon-
ditional love. It may be difficult for you, but your
relationship with your son could be at stake.

Dear Dr. Brothers: Our family is still in shock
about the death of our youngest boy. It happened
last year so suddenly that I think we all still can’t
believe it. I've been in such a daze I never real-
ized until yesterday that our oldest child, 14, has
never seemed to express grief over his brother’s
death. He’s never cried, and when I talk to him,
his reactions seem uncaring. I'm worried that I
didn’t notice this before. — K.G.

Dear K.G.: You can be very sure that although
your son has not expressed his grief in public, he
has deeply felt the death of his little brother. If he
was at all typical of the oldest child, he probably
took some responsibility for the “baby,” and even
may feel responsibility for what happened to him.
He also may be harboring thoughts of relief: “I’m
glad Billy died instead of me.” That’s a horrible
thought to surface and would make him feel more
conflicted, as though any emotion he exhibited
was for show. So it’s a complicated subject, but
one you have every right to be concerned about.

You shouldn’t fret about not noticing your
son’s responses before now. You’ve clearly been
in a state of shock, and the fact is that the time has
not been so long. But now that you have noticed,
you might want to offer your son some counsel-
ing in case he does want to talk to someone (other
than you) about his feelings. Allow him to say
no, though, and be aware he may have been more
comfortable grieving in private and actually may
be progressing well. He may feel he is being kind
not to trigger a response in you, as well. So be
flexible with him.
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This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right. pitfic
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A RUG CONNECTS

UNDERGROUND WATER SOURCES, I SUPPOSE

THAT'S CALLED WELL-TO-WELL CARPETING.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals M
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The desired position can be reached if declarer
times his play correctly. The club lead is taken by
dummy’s ace, and a diamond is discarded. South
then ruffs a club, plays the A-K of trumps and

Iou CANT JusT
CANCEL APPRTY
FIVE MINUTES

‘ 7 comics CFP 5-20-10.indd 1

uted by King Features Syndicate

ruffs another club. The A-K of spades are cashed,
and a spade is ruffed in dummy.

With five tricks remaining, the preparation is
complete. Dummy has a trump, three diamonds
and the ten of clubs, while South has two trumps
and the A-Q-6 of diamonds. The ten of clubs is
led, but instead of ruffing it, a diamond is dis-
carded, thrusting West into the lead.

West can do no better than resign gracefully.
He must either return a diamond into the A-Q or
lead a club, allowing declarer to trump in dummy
while discarding the queen of diamonds. Either
way, the slam is home.
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