
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 5/24

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 5/21

Famous Hand
This is one of the more unusual hands ever 

played in a world championship. It occurred in 
the Thailand-U.S. match in 1964 and featured an 
extremely rare play – a double squeeze against 
declarer. Squeezes are nearly always executed by 
the declarer, not by the defenders.

The contract was one notrump played by Bob 
Hamman of the U.S. West (Dr. Manoo Veerabu-
rut) led a club, on which dummy and East (Benno 
Gimkiewicz) followed low.

After winning the first two tricks with the K-J 
of clubs, declarer led a low heart to the jack, 
which held, and next finessed the queen of dia-
monds, which also held. By now, East-West had 
had four chances to win a trick and had rejected 
them all!

Hamman then repeated the diamond finesse, at 
which point the defenders brought their big guns 
into action, and South never got another trick! 
West won the diamond with the king and played 
the A-Q and another spade. East won the third 
spade with the king and cashed the ten of spades 
and ace of clubs, producing this position:

When Gimkiewicz next cashed the seven of 
spades, South could not spare the diamond ace, 
which would make West’s six a trick. So he dis-
carded the nine of hearts.

Veeraburut then discarded his diamond, and 
now dummy was squeezed. A club discard would 
make East’s nine a trick, so Hamman discarded 
the heart three from dummy. East thereupon led 
a heart, and West took the last two tricks with the 
A-10 of hearts to put the contract down three!

 (c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: I just found out I’m preg-
nant with my fourth child. I don’t want to even 
tell my mother because instead of being happy, 
she gets very weird. Every time I try to tell her 
what I consider good news, she plagues us with 
questions like “Are you sure this is the right de-
cision?” My husband and I are both responsible 
people. We’re not rich, but we’re not stupid ei-
ther, and always make reasoned decisions. Why 
does she always get like this? – N.B.

Dear N.B.: It is difficult when someone close 
to you rains on your parade. You probably count 
on your mother to be happy for you, to under-
stand your dreams, and to give them her seal of 
approval. Even though you are a competent adult, 
you are – like most of us – still wanting to please 
your parent, just like the little girl you once were. 
Especially on momentous decisions, it is natural 
to want your mother’s approval. After all, you 
want her to be in your corner and a part of your 
life. When your mother comes up with worri-
some questions, she could just be playing devil’s 
advocate – pressing to make sure you aren’t be-
ing impulsive.

She may have had experiences you haven’t, and 
be trying to give you the benefit of her wisdom. 
Or is this just her style? Has she always ques-
tioned your judgment, either to get you to think 
or as a reflection of her own insecurities? If you 
put this in context, you won’t be so apt to take it 
as an insult. I know it is disappointing to have her 
rain on your parade, but you still can be close.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My best friend is com-
pletely in love with his fiancee – I almost think 
too much. He left a place in the country he liked 
to move to her preferred location of the city. He 
sold his car – which he loved – to buy a vehicle 
more to her liking. Now he’s talking about taking 
her last name. What’s wrong with this dude, or 
am I too judgmental? – P.D.

Dear P.D.: Obviously you care about your 
friend and are hoping for the best for him. You 
don’t want him hurt, and are uncomfortable see-
ing him “blinded” by love and losing himself in 
the relationship. It may also hurt that he is devot-
ing his energy and attention to the woman in his 
life instead of you. Perhaps you are feeling left 
out and uneasy about whether he is going over-
board. It is nice you are such a good friend.

Almost all the things you mentioned are fairly 
typical compromises while planning a transition 
from “I” to “we.” It is natural to want to please 
our spouse and fit with his or her lifestyle. I would 
feel better if the fiancee also is changing! Perhaps 
she is. Taking her name does seem to be drastic, 
and I would expect that of someone who doesn’t 
have a close relationship with his own family. 
Many men like to carry on that connection, but 
it’s a new world, and maybe he just likes her 
name better, or there is another specific reason.

(c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate
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You can choose 
not to feel guilt

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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