
City to begin mosquito fogging
Colby city crews will be fogging for mosquitoes 

beginning this week. They start south of Webster 
on Mondays or Tuesdays and north of Webster on 
Thursdays. Check your yards and empty anything 
holding stagnant water, such as cans, swimming 
pools or tires, officials said. For information, call the 
Public Works office at 460-4420.

Alumni Chorus begins practice
Colby High grads are invited to join the CHS 

Alumni Chorus, which will rehearse at 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday June 16 and 17 at the United Methodist 
Church. Out-of-town alumni coming in for the five-
year reunion can join in at 5 p.m. Friday, June 18, 
and 9 a.m. Saturday, June 19, to be ready for a per-
formance at the assembly later that morning. For in-
formation, call director Jan Wolf at (785) 460-3535.

Firemen plan to test hydrants
The Colby Fire Department is testing hydrants. 

Assistant Chief Sean Hankin said the testing will 
take about a month and may disrupt some water 
lines near the hydrants. For information, call Hankin 
at the Colby Fire Department, 460-4454.

Singles dance set for Saturday
The Colby singles and couples dance will be from 

6: 30 to 10:30 p.m. Saturday at the Meadow Lake 
Golf Course clubhouse, 1085 E Golf Course Dr. 
Craig Stevens will provide the music. For informa-
tion, call Lue Duffey at (785) 269-7057.

Picnic, music Wednesday
Colby’s Picnic in the Park lunch-and-concert se-

ries continues at noon Wednesday at Fike Park with 
entertainment by the Bugbee Sisters. For informa-

tion, call the Colby/Thomas County Chamber of 
Commerce at 460-3401 or the Colby Convention 
and Visitors Bureau at 460-7643.

Signup open for food program
Sign up for the Prairie Land Food is open through 

Friday at State Farm Insurance, 905 E. Fourth Street 
in Colby. Delivery will be at 1:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
June 26, at the Sacred Heart School gym, 1150 W. 
Sixth St. For information, call Gene Griffin at (785) 
460-3579.

Flyers plan fun day, lunch at field
The Colby RC Flyers will hold their annual fun 

fly from dawn to dusk Saturday and Sunday at the 
club’s field seven miles north of Colby on K-25. Fly-
ing events and prize drawings will be held each day. 
Lunch will be served. For information, call Dave 

Backus at 460-6941 or Nick Nichols at 460-6357.

College pool open weekdays
The Colby Community College indoor swimming 

pool is open to the public for lap swimming from 5 
to 7 a.m. Monday through Friday this summer. Open 
swimming is from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 1 to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 
Cost for general admission is $3, but monthly and 
yearly passes are available. Call manager Kipp Nel-
son at 460-5476 for information.
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Five historic figures told stories 
of the Great Depression – with 
many lessons that apply today – 
under the tent at the Kansas-Ne-
braska Chautauqua last week and 
over the weekend.

If you didn’t want to hear fun 
poked at a political party, you may 
not have wanted to listen to Doug 
Wilson’s portrayal of Will Rogers. 
Rogers was not hard to pick out; 
Wilson looked the part even be-
fore the crowd heard him speak.

“The luckiest guy I know is Will 
Rogers, and I believe that a fella 
oughtta’ say what he knows and 
sit down,” he said as he began his 
introduction of President Franklin 
Roosevelt. 

He rattled through the names of 
all the presidents he he had known 
on a first-name basis. His view of 
of Calvin Coolidge was typical 
in the language of his humorous 
style. 

“Coolidge didn’t talk much,” 
he said. “He’s what we in Okla-
homa would call a ‘tight chewer 
and a close spitter.’ But he was 
sort of like everybody that runs 
for president. They all tell the 
people they’ll take common sense 
to Washington, and then when 
they get there, nobody speaks the 
language, so they never get to use 
common sense.”

Rogers was known as a movie 
star, writer, broadcaster and a per-
son who won the admiration of 
American audiences for his obser-
vations on life from a nonpartisan 
viewpoint. 

Wilson says he has performed 
the role more than 500 times na-
tionwide in schools, theaters, li-
braries and Chautauquas. As mod-
erator, Wilson introduced each 
act.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

portrayed by Patrick E. McGinnis, 
professor emeritus of history at the 
University of Central Oklahoma, 
gave a magnificent speech Thurs-
day to the American people – or 
at least those gathered under the 
tent – explaining how the govern-
ment was working, what the bills 
that Congress was passing meant 
and how everything would benefit 
the country. 

Roosevelt took office in 1932, 

when the nation was at a low, dur-
ing the early days of the Great 
Depression and the Dust Bowl era 
in the Midwest. His first day in 
office, he took a drastic measure 
and closed all the banks by declar-
ing a bank holiday. He created the 
Agricultural Adjustment Admin-
istration to stop a flood of farm 
foreclosures and boost the price 
for farm products.

Historians say Roosevelt’s first 
hundred days in office restored a 
measure of hope to America, al-
though some viewed his actions 
as experimentation thorugh new 
federal programs.

Because or in spite of the 
changes he made, the economy 
did begin to recover, and by 1935, 
the president said, unemployment 
had fallen to about half of what it 
had been after he took office.

Roosevelt addressed the Chau-
tauqua crowd as “friends,” some-
thing he always did when he spoke 
in person and in his famous “fire-
side chats” on the radio.

McGinnis, in his portrayal of 
Roosevelt, had the body language 
and facial expressions that were so 
well known by those in the crowd 
who remembered the Roosevelt 
days. 

He answered questions after the 
speech, noting that the speech was, 
in part, from a 1935 address to 
the American public, and in part, 
some of  what McGinnis thought 

the famous president would have 
said here.

Aimee Semple-McPherson
Aimee Semple-McPherson was 

many things, both an evange-
list who believed the Bible was 
the literal word of God and a re-
former who challenged gender 
and race barriers that prevented 
women from becoming leaders in 
their churches and Hispanics and 
African Americans from receiv-
ing help. She was both a staunch 
anti-communist who thought Bol-
sheviks should be given a passport 
out of the country and a liberal 
who supported Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt.

McPherson started the presen-
tation with two words, “America 
Awake.” Compton’s talk included 
the evangelist’s effort to describe 
the role religion should play in 
the Great Depression. She told the 
Chautauqua audience that Ameri-
ca needs to undergo both an eco-
nomic and spiritual recovery. 

She criticized scholars who 
didn’t believe the Bible was the 
literal word of God. True science 
doesn’t argue the word of God,  
McPherson said. 

She asked the audience if they 
knew the true nature of American 
faith. She went on to talk about the 
Pilgrims and Puritans who came 

Aaron Faber answered questions about his portrayal of Colby banker and state senator August 
Lauterbach at the Youth Chautauqua performance Saturday. Faber and the other Youth Chau-
tauqua performers spent the week researching characters from Thomas County’s history and 
performed as those characters Saturday night.

By Vera Sloan
Colby Free Press

vsloan@nwkansas.com

A piece of yesteryear will return to Grain-
field at 4 p.m. Saturday, when live entertain-
ment will return to the historic Grainfield Op-
era House.

“The Grainfield Opera House has been on 
the state’s Historic Register since the mid-
1980s, but nothing was being done to preserve 
it,” said Janet Ziegler, a restoration volunteer. 
“The city of Grainfield stated that if they had 
possession of the building, they would bull-
doze it down. So in 1998, Grainfield Opera 
House Inc. was formed.”

The Grainfield Lions Club owns the build-
ing, and members of the club and others make 
up the the corporation doing the restoration.

Ziegler said the city gave the group $10,000 
as seed money to get the work started. The 
southwest corner of the building was badly de-
teriorated when they began, she said. 

Seven or eight volunteers have stayed pretty 
steady at the job for the past eight or nine years, 
she added. People donated use of equipment 
and the group got two $90,000 grants from the 
Kansas Heritage Fund. They have been able to 
put in restrooms and finish the ground floor to 
be ready for the celebration this weekend.

An Elvis impersonator from Schoenchen, 
Frank Werth, will bring “Frank’s Attribute to 
Elvis” to the opera house following a day-long 
car show and community celebration. Pro-
ceeds will go for continued restoration.

Ziegler said the performance will take place 
on a makeshift stage on the ground floor since 
the main stage on the second floor is still to be 

restored.
“Werth’s performance will be packed with 

great love songs, rock-n-roll and gospel music 
that will please all ages,” Ziegler said. “He has 
the look, sound and moves of the King him-
self, which landed him a performance spot in 
Branson.”

The town’s celebration, Cruise, Shoes and 
Barbecues, will include an old car show, horse 
shoe tournament and barbecue cook off, be-
ginning at 10 a.m. on Saturday to raise money 
for other community improvements. Prizes 
will be handed out at 3:30 p.m., with the Elvis 
performance starting at 4.

Advance tickets, at $15, can be purchased 
from Diana Kaiser, (785) 938-4416; Ziegler, 
(785) 938-3021; or Ron Eberle, (785) 673-
9798. Tickets at the door will be $20. For in-
formation, call any of those listed.

Grainfield Opera House opens Saturday Shawnee official
files for state office

TOPEKA (AP) – Shawnee 
County’s top elections official 
has filed her candidacy for the 
Republican nomination to be 
the next Kansas secretary of 
state.

Elizabeth Ensley signed the 
paperwork and launched her bid 
Monday outside the secretary of 
state’s office. She has been elec-
tions commissioner in Shawnee 
County for more than 18 years.

The filing deadline is Thurs-
day, with the primary scheduled 
for Tuesday, Aug. 3.

Also seeking the GOP nomi-
nation are former Kansas Re-
publican Party Chairman Kris 
Kobach of Piper, a University 
of Missouri-Kansas City law 
professor, and J.R. Claeys of 
Salina, a former chief executive 
of the National Association of 
Government Contractors.

Democratic incumbent Chris 
Biggs, appointed last year when 
Ron Thornburg resigned, is 
seeking a full term. He faces 
state Sen. Chris Steineger of 
Kansas City in the primary.

KEVIN BOTTRELL/Colby Free Press
Actor Doug Wilson, as humorist Will Rogers, showed off his rop-
ing skills under the tent at the Kansas-Nebraska Chautauqua on 
Saturday.

See “CHAUTAUQUA,” Page 3
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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: A 40 percent chance 

of showers and thunderstorms. 
Partly cloudy, with a low around 
64. East southeast wind 5 to 15 
mph becoming north. 

Tuesday: Mostly cloudy, with 
a high near 83. North northeast 
wind between 10 and 15 mph. 

Tuesday Night: A 20 percent 
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy; low 
around 59. East northeast wind 
of 10 to 15 mph becoming calm. 

Wednesday: Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 82. Calm wind 
becoming southeast between 5 
and 10 mph. 

Wednesday Night: A 20 
percent chance of showers and 
thunderstorms. Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 62. 

Thursday: Partly cloudy, with 
a high near 92. 

Thursday Night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 64. 

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 90. 

Friday Night: A 20 percent 
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 62. 

Friday: High, 94; Low 66
Saturday: High, 87; Low 62
Sunday: High, 85; Low 61
Precip: Friday 0.00 inches
 Saturday 0.11 inches
 Sunday 0.60 inches
 Month: 1.21 inches
 Year:   9.52 inches
 Normal:  9.94 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

Sunrise and Sunset
Tuesday 6:17 a.m. 9:10 p.m.
Wednesday 6:17 a.m. 9:10 p.m.

(U.S. Naval Observatory)
Colby Water Use 
Weekend average

1,735,000  gal.
(Colby Public Works)

Tuesday Evening June 8, 2010
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC J. Kimmel NBA NBA Basketball Local Nightline J. Kimmel

KBSL/CBS NCIS NCIS: Los Angeles The Good Wife Local Late Show Letterman Late

KSNK/NBC Losing It-Jillian America's Got Talent Law & Order Local Tonight Show w/Leno Late

KSAS/FOX Hell's Kitchen Glee Local

Cable Channels
A & E Billy Billy Billy Billy Billy Billy Billy Billy Billy Billy

AMC The Client Fear

ANIM Man-Venom Human Spider Human Bird Man-Venom Human Spider

BRAVO Kathy Griffin Kathy Griffin Kathy Griffin, Bible Kathy Griffin, Bible Kathy Griffin

CMT 2010 CMT Music AwardRon White: Fix Blue Collar Ron White

CNN Campbell Brown Larry King Live Anderson Cooper 360 Larry King Live

COMEDY Tosh.0 Futurama S. Park S. Park S. Park South Pk Daily Colbert S. Park S. Park

DISC Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch

DISN Blank Check Phineas Hannah Wizards Deck Suite So Raven

E! The Blind Soup Pres Sexiest Kendra Kendra Chelsea E! News Chelsea Kendra

ESPN SportsCtr NFL Live SportsNation Baseball Tonight SportsCenter

ESPN2 College Softball SportsNation Football Baseball NFL Live

FAM Pretty Little Liars Pretty Little Liars Pretty Little Liars The 700 Club Whose? Whose?

FOOD Cakes Cakes Chopped Chopped Good Eats Unwrapped Chopped

FX Vantage Point Justified Justified '70s Show '70s Show

HGTV My First First House Buck House House First My First House Buck

HIST Ext. Marksmen Top Shot Modern Marvels Ext. Marksmen

LIFE Reba Reba Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Will Will Frasier Medium

MTV Movie Awards The City The Hills The Hills The City Downtown Berger The City The Hills

NICK Fam. Mat. Fam. Mat. Chris Chris Lopez Lopez Malcolm Malcolm The Nanny The Nanny

SCI Star Trek: Next Star Trek: Next WWE NXT Species: Awake

SPIKE DEA Deadliest Warrior Deadliest Warrior U.S. Navy-Hunters U.S. Navy-Hunters

TBS Fam. Guy Office Office Office Office Office Lopez Tonight Name Earl Name Earl

TCM The Saint in New York Saint Strikes The Saint in London

TLC Cake Boss Family Family Couple Couple Cake Boss Family Family

TNT Bones Bones Bones CSI: NY CSI: NY

TOON Garfield Chowder Codename Codename King-Hill King-Hill Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Aqua Teen

TRAV Eur. Aquarium Walt Disney Extreme Terror Rides Walt Disney Eur. Aquarium

TV LAND Cosby Cosby Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne

USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law Order: CI Law Order: CI Psych

VH1 2010 Hip Hop Honors Behind the Music Dad Camp The OCD Project Brandy & Ray J

WGN Beautician-Bst. WGN News at Nine Scrubs Scrubs S. Park S. Park

Premium Channels
HBO 5th Elmnt State of Play Treme Yes Man

MAX Mission Street Fighter: Chun-Li Ghosts-Girlfrnd

SHOW Twilight Nurse Tara Nurse Tara Employee-Mnth
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Wednesday Evening June 9, 2010
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC Middle Middle Family Cougar Happy Town Local Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live

KBSL/CBS How I Met Rules Criminal Minds CSI: NY Local Late Show Letterman Late

KSNK/NBC NHL Hockey Local Tonight Show w/Leno Late

KSAS/FOX So You Think Local

Cable Channels
A & E Dog Dog Dog Bounty Hunter Billy Billy Billy Billy Dog Dog

AMC The Specialist True Lies

ANIM Monsters Inside Me Monsters Inside Me Monsters Inside Me Monsters Inside Me Monsters Inside Me

BRAVO Top Chef Masters Top Chef Masters Top Chef Masters Work of Art Top Chef Masters

CMT CMT Music Awards The Singing Bee CMT Music Awards 2010

CNN Campbell Brown Larry King Live Anderson Cooper 360 Larry King Live

COMEDY Chappelle Chappelle Futurama South Pk South Pk Tosh.0 Daily Colbert Tosh.0 S. Park

DISC Weird or What? MythBusters MythBusters Weird or What? MythBusters

DISN Chicken Little Phineas Phineas Hannah Wizards Deck Suite So Raven

E! Bring It On: All Keep Up Keep Up Chelsea E! News Chelsea The Soup

ESPN MLB Baseball Baseball Tonight SportsCenter Baseball NFL Live

ESPN2 College Softball SportsNation Football SportsNation

FAM Hope Floats Funniest Home Videos The 700 Club Whose? Whose?

FOOD Food Network Star Dinner: Impossible Good Eats Unwrapped Food Network Star

FX Untraceable Untraceable Domestic Disturbance

HGTV Property Property Holmes on Homes House House Ren. Nails Holmes on Homes

HIST Top Shot Ice Road Truckers American Pickers American Pickers Top Shot

LIFE Reba Reba Sleepless in Seattle Will Frasier Medium

MTV True Life The Hills The Hills The Challenge The Challenge True Life

NICK Fam. Mat. Fam. Mat. Chris Chris Lopez Lopez Malcolm Malcolm The Nanny The Nanny

SCI Ghost Hunters Ghost Hunters Acad. Ghost Hunters Ghost Hunters Acad. Scare Scare

SPIKE UFC Unleashed The Ultimate Fighter Half Pint Half Pint The Ultimate Fighter

TBS Payne Payne Are We Th Are We Th Browns Browns Lopez Tonight Name Earl Name Earl

TCM The Hasty Heart Gilda The Damned Don't Cry

TLC Kate Plus 8 Pregnant Pregnant Toddlers & Tiaras Pregnant Pregnant Toddlers & Tiaras

TNT Law & Order Law & Order Law & Order CSI: NY CSI: NY

TOON Dude Destroy Adventure Adventure King-Hill King-Hill Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Aqua Teen

TRAV Breakfast Carnivore Man v. Food Man/Food Man, Food Vegas Revealed Breakfast Carnivore

TV LAND Cosby Cosby Raymond Raymond Get Rich Get Rich Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne

USA NCIS NCIS In Plain Sight Law & Order: SVU NCIS

VH1 Dad Camp You're Cut Off Bridal Bootcamp You're Cut Off Bridal Bootcamp

WGN The Road Warrior WGN News at Nine Scrubs Scrubs S. Park S. Park

Premium Channels
HBO My Sister's Keeper Orphan Real Time/Bill Maher My Sister's Keeper

MAX Street Kings Night-Smithsonian

SHOW Nurse Tara The Tudors Inside NASCAR The Tudors Inside NASCAR
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LOCAL TV LISTINGS
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Beginning June 3, 2010 

Announcing New
Summer Hours!!!!

Restaurant Monday - Saturday • 5 pm - 10:30 pm
Bar Hours Monday - Thursday • 5 pm -Midnight

Friday and Saturday  • 5 pm - 2 am

• Mediterranean ChiCken Salad - A distinctive medi-
terranean salad that brings the feel of the Island to the Kansas Heart-
land

• PePPered ChiCken with Strawberry SalSa - A 
delicious chicken breast topped with fresh fruit and a sweet poppy 
seed dressing.

•  heart of the orient - A lightly marinated Sirloin steak 
topped with a honey mustard ginger dressing.

•  Caribbean ShriMP Salad - Jerk seasoned and sauteed 
shrimp and pineapple bring a blend of tropic heat and summer sweet.

City Limits Summer Salad Selections

2227 S. Range • Colby, KS • 785-462-6565

Come out to try our full bar
 selection of wines, beers

 and spirits.

to America “to establish a Chris-
tian nation.”

“Our country depends on the 
wisdom and protection of a divine 
God,” she said. 

She also talked about McPher-
son’s belief that helping those in 
need is the duty of Christians. 
While she did much of her work 
from the Angelus Church in Los 
Angeles, her church coordinated 
relief efforts with the federal gov-
ernment to help those hurt by the 
Great Depression. The church pro-
vided aid to thousands of families 
in Los Angeles, including Hispan-
ics and blacks who were often de-
nied access to federal programs.

“Lift the burden of every broth-
er and dry the tear of every sister 
no matter what race, religion or 
creed,” she said to the audience. 

Compton’s portrayal of the 
evangelist included her strong op-
position to the teaching of evolu-
tion.

“Tax dollars of the faithful are 
being used to teach false science 
of evolution,” she said.

However, McPherson said her 
church would not deny aid to those 
who taught evolution in schools. 

Scholar Tonia Compton, assis-
tant professor of history at Colum-
bia College in Missouri, portrayed 
McPherson as a charismatic and 
passionate woman who couldn’t 
be pigeon-holed by by simple ste-
reotypes. She was liberal on some 
issues and conservative on others.

Zora Neale Hurston
Zora Neale Hurston, an African-

American anthropologist, folklor-
ist and writer, began her Saturday-
evening talk by clearing something 
up. No, she had not been arrested, 
she said. After getting a job to col-
lect folktales in the south, she had 
used some of the money to buy a 
Ford Model T. While driving it for 
the fi rst time in New York, Hur-
ston said, she ran a red light.

“I did not see the very large, 
very white and very angry police 
offi cer,” she said. “I told him I’d 
seen all the white people going on 
the green light so I naturally as-
sumed the red was for me.”

Hurston spoke of her childhood 
in the town of Eatonville, Fla., the 

fi rst African-American town to 
be incorporated. She was one of 
eight children. Her mother was a 
teacher and her father a preacher 
and mayor of Eatonville. Hurston 
was close to her mother, who en-
couraged her to get an education 
and “do great things.”

“From an early age, I had noth-
ing but bright dreams,” she said.

One of her favorite activities 
was to go to the general store and 
listen to people sing or tell folk 
tales.

“These were tales from Africa, 
translated in the darkness of slav-
ery,” she said, “and there I was 
listening to them in the light of 
freedom.”

When Hurston was 9, her moth-
er died. She and the other children 
separated, with Hurston going off 
to school. She began writing while 
in college and eventually made 
her way to New York during the 
Harlem Renaissance, the African-
American intellectual movement 
of the 1920s and ’30s. She got a 
job to go back to the south to col-
lect folk tales, songs, stories and 
outright lies. Hurston said she 
wrote all of them down, even the 
lies.

She also traveled to Jamaica and 
Haiti to collect folk tales, eventu-
ally writing several books on the 
subject along with her own fi ction. 
It was dangerous, she said, for a 
single woman to travel alone in 
those days, and she always kept a 
pistol with her.

Hurston was one of the most 
prolifi c African-American writ-
ers in the 1930s, writing most of 
her books from 1934 to 1939. She 
wrote her last book in 1950.

“I’ve lived, my friends.,” she 
said. “I’ve known joys and friend-
ships. I’ve made enemies and I’m 
not ashamed of it.”

Wanda Schell, an actress and 
writer who plays Hurston, said 
she had been to Eatonville, where 
there are museums and restaurants 
dedicated to Hurston. She said her 
favorite of Hurston’s works is the 
novel, “Her Eyes Were Watching 
God.”

Huey Long
Huey Long, the controversial 

Louisiana politician, was the fi nal 
speaker Sunday. Long was born in 

a log cabin, he said, admitting that 
it had become part of a large plan-
tation house in Louisiana. He was 
a traveling salesman and went to 
law school and seminary, but sel-
dom stuck with anything too long. 
At age 25, he ran for the Louisiana 
Railroad Commission and won. It 
later became the corporation com-
mission, governing all utilities and 
oil production.

At age 31, he ran for governor 
and came in third. Long ran again 
in the next election and won. As 
governor, he ended the poll tax 
and literacy test that kept many 
of the rural poor, white and black, 
from voting.

“More of those farmers could 
go vote,” he said, “and of course, 
they would vote for me.”

Long said the country should 
go back to the laws of God and 
the ideas of the Founding Fa-
thers to not use money to oppress 
people. The people could “create 
a great community by sharing the 
wealth,” he said.

Long said he started out sup-
porting President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, but ended up with-
drawing that support because 

Roosevelt – Long changed the 
middle name to Delayer – wanted 
to borrow money to get the coun-
try out of the depression.

Long said there was plenty of 
money out there to get. Ideally, no 
one should make more than 100 
times what anyone else makes, 
he said, and no personal fortune 
should be greater than 400 times 
the poorest person’s. Toward that 
end, Long proposed taxing in-
comes over $1 million, increas-
ing the more a person made. Long 
also said there should be no inher-
itance of family fortunes over $50 
million. These measures would 
raise enough money to guarantee 
each family a house and a modest 
income, he said.

Long said he used an idea from 
an earlier politician, William Jen-
nings Bryan: “Every man a king, 
every woman a queen, but no one 
wears a crown.”

Long also put a 1 percent sever-
ance tax on Standard Oil’s produc-
tion and used the revenue to build 
thousands of miles of paved roads. 
Long admitted that he appointed 
many relatives and supporters 
to government jobs. He even ap-

pointed the Louisiana State Uni-
versity football coach and often 
did some coaching himself. Long 
remembered one particular moti-
vational speech he gave the play-
ers.

“I told them, ‘Boys, if you win 
this one, I’ll make you all highway 
commissioners,’” he said.

He was elected senator in 1932, 
but didn’t take offi ce until two 
years later because he wanted to 
get rid of the lieutenant governor, 
who would have taken over for 
Long but was not one of his sup-
porters. As a senator, Long con-
tinued to champion his “Share the 
Wealth Program.” He was assas-
sinated in 1935 while contemplat-
ing a run for president.

Fred Krebs, a professor of so-
cial sciences at Johnson County 
Community College who plays 
Long, described the politician as 
“the dictator of Louisiana.” Long, 
he said, had been giving orders 
since he could talk, and even 
though he did some good things 
for the people of Louisiana, he 
likely did them just to secure his 
own power. 

From “CHAUTAUQUA,” Page 1

Depression era comes alive at Chautauqua

Don’t need it? Sell it in the classifieds!
To place your ad, call 462-3963


