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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 6/10

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 6/09

An Error of Convenience
Regardless of the caliber of the game you play 

in, one truth remains constant: Many more points 
are lost on easy hands than are lost on difficult 
ones. This is because complicated hands that 
require great skill are relatively rare, while the 
everyday garden variety that require no special 
skills come up all the time.

Consider this case where South wound up in 
three notrump and West led a club. Declarer won 
the jack of clubs with the ace and immediately 
led a spade to the jack, losing to the king.

South won the club return and cashed the A-Q 
of spades. When the suit didn’t break evenly, he 
tried a diamond finesse. Unfortunately, West pro-
duced the king and cashed three clubs for down 
one.

It cannot be denied that declarer ran into a few 
bad breaks along the way – two finesses lost, the 
spades didn’t split, and the opposing clubs were 
divided 5-3. However, the fact is that he went 
down on a hand where making at least nine tricks 
was an absolute certainty.

South failed because he attacked the wrong suit 
at the outset. Had he won the opening club lead, 
crossed to dummy with a heart and tried the dia-
mond finesse first, he could not have made less 
than four diamond tricks, two clubs, two hearts 
and a spade for his contract. Indeed, he could just 
as easily have assured nine tricks by leading a 
low diamond from his hand at trick two, conced-
ing a trick to the king.

Declarer’s error was essentially an error of con-
venience. Because he had to win the opening club 
lead in his hand, it was much more convenient to 
try the spade finesse first than it was to cross to 
dummy and try the diamond finesse.

The reason for South’s failure on this relatively 
straightforward deal was, sad to say, simply a 
matter of laziness.

 (c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have two girls, 9 and 13. 
They always have been well-behaved, loving sis-
ters. Lately I have had complaints from the little 
one about stuff missing from her room, and the 
older one has hidden the things. These are little 
items like stuffed animals, glitter and stickers. 
When I ask why she took them, she shrugs, or 
says: “I don’t know. Sorry.” She always has been 
a great sister. What do you make of this? – P.S.

Dear P.S.: It is always puzzling and disappoint-
ing to a parent when a formerly well-behaved 
child suddenly falls off the deep end. You think 
you’ve done your parenting job well, and she is 
turning out to be a fine, trouble-free young lady, 
when BAM! Something like this hits you. So now 
you have to calmly get to the bottom of it. Steal-
ing is interesting, because while it is a common 
phase, it can signal deeper issues. Luckily when 
it is in the family, you don’t have a store detective 
and public trauma to deal with. But you may have 
some serious issues nonetheless. It may be a good 
idea to make sure your daughter isn’t coping with 
jealousy or other problems that are making her 
act out. Think of this as a wake-up call.

If your household is typical, your younger 
daughter has enjoyed being the “baby” and may 
be somewhat spoiled. The “good” older sister has 
always done what’s right as the big sister. There’s 
pressure in this. She sees her stuff handed down, 
but never gets anything in return. Maybe if she 
takes things and hides them, it makes her feel bet-
ter. Talk to your daughter and find out what is 
bothering her. You might find it helpful to team 
up with a mental-health professional.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I see my daughter trying 
to raise my grandson and granddaughter without 
gender bias, an admirable idea whose time has 
come and gone. She is determined to make them 
into confused little gender-neutral beings! I joke 
about it, but wonder if this might be detrimental 
to their development. How far should she go to 
make sure she doesn’t stereotype them? – F.J.

Dear F.J.: Each generation has to make its 
own mistakes in parenting and social issues. The 
frustrating thing is you already have observed the 
gender-neutral sideshow, and are not interested in 
reruns – especially involving your grandchildren. 
If only there were some way to pass along your 
experience, without your daughter feeling insult-
ed. You have to decide whether her experiment is 
harmful, or could be broadening – which is what 
the movement was all about in the first place.

Your daughter will notice at some point that her 
attempts to get her son to play with dolls or her 
daughter to play with trucks might not be a roar-
ing success. We have learned it’s OK to be a girl 
or a boy, with distinct and separate natures and 
interests. Your daughter can learn there are op-
portunities for both sexes in nontraditional roles. 
No one blinks at a male nurse or a female pilot 
today, so maybe it isn’t necessary to dress boys 
in pink or send girls to play in the mud. Don’t 
worry, the kids will be fine.

(c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate
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