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are some helpful hints for MAINTAINING A
HEALTHY LAWN.

tering at night or very early in the morning is bet-
ter for the lawn and your water bill, because less

The lawn does go through cycles to protect it
from drought and excessive heat. This is normal,
and one reason that the lawn might be brown.

Sharpen your lawn-mower blades once a year;
dull blades don’t cut the grass well!

If you have specific questions about your lawn,
contact a plant nursery, cooperative extension
service or your local university’s plant-pathology
department. — Heloise

TRAVEL HINT

Dear Heloise: [ was cutting down my travel file
and discovered that many of the road maps I had
didn’t have a date on the front of them, especially
those from hotel chains. A date would be so help-
ful in deciding which ones were outdated. — Sally
in New Mexico

LETTER OF LAUGHTER

Dear Heloise: I worked in a veterinarian clinic
for many years, and the doctor never had time to
drink coffee. Then he took in a partner, and the
first thing he did was buy a coffee maker, and I
learned to make coffee. I don’t drink it, and my
husband uses instant.

After a while, the coffeepot became clogged
with mineral deposits, and I decided to clean
it with vinegar. Well, apparently I didn’t get it
rinsed out, and when the vet took a drink, he spit
it out. He didn’t care for my “pickled coffee”! —
Joan Huddleston, Laurel, Neb.

I love vinegar, but vinegary coffee is not on
my “tasty” list! Vinegar is fabulous for so many
things. For lots of other money-saving, easy-to-
make cleaning solutions you might want to look
at, send for my six-page Fantabulous Vinegar
Hints and More pamphlet. To receive a copy, just
send $5 and a long, self-addressed, stamped (61
cents) envelope to: Heloise/Vinegar, P.O. Box
795001, San Antonio, TX 78279-5001. For most
cleaning jobs, use the cheap white or cider vine-
gar, and in cooking and foods, use the wine, malt
and balsamic varieties. Soooo many vinegars to
choose from! — Heloise

STUBBORN CORKS

Dear Heloise: Here is a hint for those stubborn,
tiny corks that are used to plug up shakers for salt
and pepper. Often the corks dry up and shrink or
get pushed into the shaker so far that it’s impos-
sible to get them out. Soft, foam earplugs to the
rescue! Squeeze an earplug and put it in the hole,
and it will expand to fit. — H.N., via e-mail
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This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right. g
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF SOMEONE IS

URGED

TO PLAY A TWO-OF-A-KIND IN A POKER

GAME, WOULD YOU SAY IT'S PAIR PRESSURE?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P equals M
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3. A. Oddly enough, the nine is the right play. It
will yield three tricks in the suit in about 52 per-
cent of all deals, while playing the queen or ace
will succeed less than half the time. You therefore
follow the odds and play the nine.

4. B. This knowledge would come in handy
if, for example, you were considering bidding a
grand slam and your only possible loser was in
trumps, where you knew you held 10 cards in the
combined hands missing the queen or queen-jack.
In general, you should bid a grand slam when the
odds are at least 2-1 in your favor. In the given
case, therefore, you would undertake the grand
slam because the odds are more than 3-to-1 in
your favor.
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