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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: Mostly clear, with a 

low around 66. Breezy, with a 
south wind between 20 and 25 
mph, with gusts as high as 35 
mph. 

Thursday: Sunny, with a high 
near 96. Breezy, with a south-
west wind between 15 and 20 
mph, with gusts as high as 30 
mph. 

Thursday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 60. North 
northwest wind around 10 mph. 

Friday: Sunny, with a high 
near 91. North wind 10 to 15 
mph becoming east southeast. 

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 63. 

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 93. 

Saturday Night: A 20 percent 
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 63. 

Sunday: Partly cloudy, with a 
high near 95. 

Sunday Night: A 20 percent 
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 67. 

Monday: Partly cloudy, with a 
high near 93. 

Monday Night: A 20 percent 
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 62. 

Tuesday: Partly cloudy, with a 
high near 91.

Monday: High, 72; Low 50
Tuesday: High, 85; Low 58
Precip: Monday Trace
 Tuesday 0.00 inches
 Month: 2.73 inches
 Year:   10.29 inches
 Normal:  9.94 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 6:14 a.m. 9:14 p.m.

(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Colby Water Use 
Monday 1,414,000 gal.
Tuesday 1,497,000  gal.

(Colby Public Works)

Thursday Evening June 17, 2010
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC J. Kimmel NBA NBA Basketball Local Nightline J. Kimmel

KBSL/CBS The Mentalist CSI: Crime Scene The Mentalist Local Late Show Letterman Late

KSNK/NBC Community Questions Office 30 Rock Office Parks Local Tonight Show w/Leno Late

KSAS/FOX Glee So You Think Local

Cable Channels
A & E The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 Manhunter Manhunter The First 48

AMC Caddyshack Caddyshack Rubicon: Pre

ANIM Whale Wars Blue Planet Blue Planet Whale Wars Blue Planet

BRAVO Housewives/NYC Housewives/NYC Bethenny, Married Happens Housewives/NYC Married?

CMT Extreme-Home Hidalgo Hidalgo

CNN Campbell Brown Larry King Live Anderson Cooper 360 Larry King Live

COMEDY Tosh.0 Ugly Amer Futurama Futurama Futurama Futurama Daily Colbert Futurama Futurama

DISC Deadliest Catch Scariest Moments Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch Scariest Moments

DISN Lizzie McGuire Phineas Hannah Wizards Deck Suite So Raven

E! Kardashian Miami Holly's W Chelsea E! News Chelsea Miami

ESPN Golf SportsCenter SportsCenter

ESPN2 SportsCtr NFL Live Baseball Tonight World Cup Primetime SportsCenter

FAM Funniest Home Videos America's Funniest H The 700 Club Whose? Whose?

FOOD Good Eats Good Eats Iron Chef America Cakes Cakes Good Eats Unwrapped Iron Chef America

FX Batman Begins Batman Begins

HGTV First My First Selling N Selling N House House House House Selling N Selling N

HIST Modern Marvels Modern Marvels America-Story Modern Marvels

LIFE Reba Reba Sins of the Mother Will Will Frasier Medium

MTV True Life Jersey Shore Jersey Shore Pranked Pranked Jersey Shore

NICK Fam. Mat. Fam. Mat. Chris Chris Lopez Lopez Malcolm Malcolm The Nanny The Nanny

SCI The Langoliers Children of the Corn

SPIKE Ultimate-Finale TNA Wrestling Half Pint GoodFellas

TBS Austin Powers Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Lopez Tonight Name Earl Name Earl

TCM The Awful Truth Carefree Picture Snatcher

TLC Police Women Police Women Mall Cops Mall Cops Police Women Mall Cops Mall Cops

TNT Disturbia 1408 CSI: NY

TOON Total Drama Adventure 6TEEN King/Hill King/Hill Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Aqua Teen

TRAV Brown Man, Food Bizarre Foods Bizarre Foods Extreme Towns Brown Man, Food

TV LAND Cosby Cosby Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne

USA NCIS Burn Notice Royal Pains White Collar Burn Notice

VH1 The OCD Project The OCD Project The OCD Project The OCD Project You're Cut Off

WGN MLB Baseball WWE Superstars Scrubs Scrubs WWE Superstars

Premium Channels
HBO Treme Treme Treme Cathouse Real Sex Neistat For Neda

MAX Bride Night-Smithsonian Friday the 13th Sex Spirit

SHOW Vicky Cristina The Tudors Teller Green Teller Green I Am Comic
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Friday Evening June 18, 2010
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC Miley Cyrus Wife Swap 20/20 Local Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live

KBSL/CBS Medium Flashpoint Miami Medical Local Late Show Letterman Late

KSNK/NBC Friday Night Lights Dateline NBC Local Tonight Show w/Leno Late

KSAS/FOX House The Good Guys Local

Cable Channels
A & E Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds

AMC Caddyshack II Caddyshack II The Shining

ANIM Whale Wars Whale Wars River Monsters Whale Wars Whale Wars

BRAVO Housewives/NYC Housewives/NYC Housewives/NYC The Legend of Zorro

CMT Extreme Makeover The Singing Bee Crossroads The Singing Bee The Singing Bee

CNN Campbell Brown Larry King Live Anderson Cooper 360 Larry King Live

COMEDY Tosh.0 Presents Presents Presents Presents Presents Comedy Comedy Tosh.0 Tosh.0

DISC Swamp Loggers Saved My Life Dual Survival Swamp Loggers Saved My Life

DISN Suite Life on Deck Sonny Good Luck Wizards Hannah Phineas Deck Suite So Raven

E! Sexiest True Hollywood Story The Soup Soup Pres Chelsea E! News Chelsea The Soup

ESPN Golf SportsCenter SportsCenter Baseball NFL Live

ESPN2 World Cup Primetime Boxing SportsCenter

FAM Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos The 700 Club Whose? Whose?

FOOD Chopped Diners Diners Chefs vs. City Good Eats Rachael Diners Diners

FX The Bourne Identity Talented-Ripley

HGTV Outdoor Block Sarah Color Spl House House Design Star Sarah Color Spl

HIST Valkyrie-Hitler Gangland Gangland Valkyrie-Hitler

LIFE Reba Reba Lovewrecked Will How I Met How I Met Drop-Diva

MTV True Life The Hills Berger Never Been Kissed Awards

NICK Big Time The Troop Chris Chris Lopez G. Martin Malcolm Malcolm The Nanny The Nanny

SCI Eragon Merlin Merlin Eureka Merlin

SPIKE CSI: Crime Scene Investigation Police Chases World's Fastest Police Chases Ways Die Trailers

TBS Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Blades of Glory Neighbors American Wedding

TCM Around-Under the Sea Incred.-Limpet Underwater!

TLC Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Battle Wedding Say Yes Say Yes Battle Wedding

TNT Transformers Die Hard

TOON Ben 10 Generator Star Wars Dude King/Hill King/Hill Stroker Amer Dad Squid Oblongs

TRAV Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Ghost Most Haunted Ghost Adventures

TV LAND Cosby Cosby Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne

USA NCIS NCIS NCIS Royal Pains The Condemned

VH1 Dad Camp Dad Camp You're Cut Off Weekend Brandy & Ray J Teen Wolf

WGN X-Men WGN News at Nine Scrubs Scrubs S. Park South Pk

Premium Channels
HBO State of Play Pride and Glory Neistat Wolverine

MAX Earth The Unborn Transformers Co-Ed-4

SHOW The Tudors Pride: Gay Comedy Teller Green Teller Fight Green Teller
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LOCAL TV LISTINGS
sponsored by thesponsored by the

Are you looking 
for a good job?
Recent college grads 

welcome! 

The Colby Free Press is looking for 
a full-time advertising executive to 
sell advertising for Nor’West 
Newspapers.  The work week would 
be 40 hours with occasional evening 
and weekend duties.  Computer 
skills with Excel, Photoshop, 
inDesign, and Acrobat helpful but 
not necessary.  Must have good 
communication skills, and excellent 
customer service skills with 
attention to detail.  Send a letter 
and resume to Steve Haynes, 
publisher, at 155 W. Fifth St., Colby, 
Kansas., 67701 or s.haynes@
nwkansas.com. This could be the 
job you’ve been looking for. 

155 W. 5th • Colby, KS 67701 • 785-462-3963

prepare for the worst and hope for 
the best to happen.”

At worst, the explosion could 
have caused some structural dam-
age to the building, she said, or a 
hazardous materials spill because 
of the mix of the chemicals stored 
in the two rooms where the picric 
acid was discovered.

McMahan said their plan was 
to remove at least one container 
of crystallized picric acid and dis-
pose of it at the Thomas County 
landfi ll, keeping in mind that there 
was a potential for other contain-
ers in the lab area and offi ce area 
to go off. They made plans to se-
cure the area prior to entry and 
during the trip to the landfi ll.

The planners issued a general 
safety message for their team: 

“This product in crystalized form 
is an explosive and corrosive 
hazard. Responders need to take 
proper personal protection equip-
ment precautions, stay well hy-
drated and monitor vitals during 
response. The transport will take 
this product through populated ar-
eas to disposal site, so extra public 
protection measures will be taken. 
Because the product is in a chem-
istry lab, the potential of explosion 
could generate other hazardous 
products due to other chemicals in 
the lab.”

College offi cials said they didn’t 
want to panic the students, or the 
town, so they did not announce 
the problem.

“To avoid panic among students 
and parents,” Kaaz said, “the 
college issued a press release on 
Thursday that there would be an 

State bomb squad blows up volatile acid
emergency exercise at the college 
on Monday morning. The building 
itself was locked up.

“However, custodial staff were 
told to not enter the area, and the 
keys were not in the hands of any-
one else who had keys to the se-
cured sites.”

On Monday, McMahan told the 
county commissioners her offi ce 
was issuing a press release that 
said: “On June 14, 2010, there will 
be numerous responding agencies 
at Colby Community College. 
The community college person-
nel found in their lab, in Thomas 
Hall, picric acid in an unstable 
dehydrated state which can be an 
explosive hazard. The amount of 
the product is small but requires 
the Kansas State Fire Marshal’s 
Explosive Unit to remove and dis-
poses of the product.

“Local emergency responders 
are supporting the removal and 
disposal operation and are also 
using this incident as an oppor-
tunity to train and test the county 
emergency operations plan and 
response procedures. The risk to 
the community is extremely low. 
Please respect the restricted area 
and emergency personnel working 
in the area.”

Kaaz said on Monday, the col-
lege secured the administration 
building, Thomas Hall, the Health 
Sciences building and the A.F. Da-
vis Library. Classes were moved 
to the Bedker Memorial building 
at the south end of the campus.

Kaaz said after he had talked 
with the chemistry instructor, he 
(Kaaz) went back into the room 
and tagged the containers with or-
ange stickers for quick identifi ca-
tion by the state team.

He added that the state team 
praised the county personnel for 
their actions and said they were 
impressed with the plan they had 
formulated and with the way they 
had organized the removal of the 
chemicals.

“We went to the college on 
Monday morning,” McLemore 
said. “Barry unlocked the doors 
and the bomb squad removed the 
chemicals in three trips, with the 
white phosphorus coming out 
last.”

Chief McLemore and McMa-
han said a county dump truck was 
sent to the college with about a 
half load of sand on it. The chemi-
cal was put in the sand to cushion 
and stabilize the picric acid on its 
way to the disposal site. The white 
phosphorus was transported in a 
special trailer with a cone shaped 
compartment designed so that if 
there is an explosion, it would di-
rect the force upward. The trailer 
was pulled to the landfi ll by a sep-
arate vehicle. 

“We left the college at 11:45 
a.m.,” McLemore said.

Landfi ll Director Larry Jumper 
said his instructions were to clear 
a site that would leave 500 feet 
in all directions for a safety zone. 
Jumper said he measured the site 

in all directions and with a loader, 
made a pad for the chemicals and 
marked it with fl ags. 

McLemore said the state bomb 
squad dug a shallow hole in the 
pad, then deposited the chemicals. 
They placed a explosive called 
PETN (an acronym for a $700 
word) around the chemicals, plus 
a detonation cord that was set off 
with an initiator device. The squad 
moved back to the safety zone and 
the countdown began.

After one loud boom, and a 
cloud of black smoke, and then a 
second bang, the crew waited for a 
few minutes and returned to check 
the site. All the chemicals had 
been destroyed, Jumper said, but 
the phosphorus continued to burn 
for just a little while.

McMahan said the operation 
involved nine members of the 
Colby Fire Department, two from 
the county road department, one 
from emergency management, 
three from the ambulance crew, 
four from the Colby Police, two 
from the sheriff’s offi ce, one from 
the landfi ll, four from the state fi re 
marshal’s offi ce and one from the 
college.

“This was a great exercise for 
everyone who works with emer-
gencies,” McMahan said. “The 
communications were excellent, 
and we had an action plan in place 
… but luckily didn’t have to use 
it. 

“I make the plans, and they do 
all the work.”
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That tax, he said, is enough of an 
increase that area businesses are 
no longer competitive with Bur-
lington, Colo., or McCook, Neb. 
He said he has already heard of 
people going across the border to 
buy high-priced items like recre-
ational vehicles because the sales 
tax is less.

“It’s even worse in Kansas 
City,” he said. “Missouri has very 
low taxes.”

Morrison said the state could 
save a lot of money by decentral-
izing its agencies, placing more 
offi ces in towns around the state, 
dismantling some of the Topeka 
offi ces and selling the buildings.

Morrison said the state could 
also sell off assets it uses little or 
maintains at a loss. For example, 
it could sell or lease the right-of-
way around highway overpasses 
to farmers. The state could also 
sell the fi ber optic cables that are 

currently used for running high-
way hazard signs to Internet pro-
viders.

Sometimes, he said, he votes 
the way his constituents want in-
stead of how he himself wants. 
Morrison said he believes he is 
supposed to work for his constitu-
ents and do what the majority of 
them want.

“The leadership doesn’t like 
that,” he said, “but they know I’ll 
do that.”

Morrsion said that while he 
doesn’t come back to the district 
more than a few times during each 
session, he spends a lot of time on 
the phone with his constituents. 

“People here have brilliant 
ideas,” he said, “and they work in 
most instances – with a little bal-
ing wire.”

Morrison said he gets quite a 
few angry calls, but many are an-
gry at the state rather than at him. 

“Most people dislike politics,” 
he said. “I don’t blame them.”

very well,” she said. “We need 
skilled laborers.”

The state budget was the big 
issue in the Legislature this year. 
McCants said creating a budget is 
a challenge and she would take a 
common-sense approach.

“What would I do if I was short 
of money?” she asked.

McCants said she would cut 
until only essential budget items 
were left. Beyond that, she said, 
she wants to fi nd out what the 
needs of district are.

“I’m not afraid to go out and 
ask,” she said. “It’s easy to say 
what they need based on your per-
spective. We see that now in the 
education cuts.”

McCants said she has enjoyed 
campaigning so far, especially 
getting out and meeting people.

“It’s a new journey for sure,” 
she said. “It’s made me become 
more aware of where I stand on 
the issues.”

Those include abortion, which 
she opposes.

“I have two adopted children.” 
she said. “I’m so grateful to that 
mother who chose that option.”

She said she favors the death 
penalty, but that it should not be a 
decision made lightly.

McCants said she is always 
available to answer any questions 
her constituents have.

“It says a lot when you can pick 
up the phone and call your legisla-
tor,” she said.

Seniority is key,
says state legislator

New voice needed,
says the challenger
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