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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 6/17

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 6/16

A Precautionary Tale
Cards that are seemingly unimportant insofar as 

making the contract is concerned are often played 
indiscriminately, but there are hands where very 
careful handling of such cards is required.

Consider this deal played by Rafael Bufill, 
well-known Spanish expert. There seemed to be 
nothing to the play when he took West’s heart lead 
with the ace, but a complication arose when he 
cashed the king of spades and West showed out. 
Bufill continued with a spade to the ace, finessed 
the ten and then extracted East’s last trump with 
the queen.

At this point, the 10-8-3 of diamonds appeared 
to be of little consequence, since they were des-
tined to go on dummy’s A-K-Q. But Bufill, an-
ticipating danger ahead, made the precautionary 
move of leading the ten toward dummy.

West followed low, and Bufill, having no rea-
son to expect East to show out, went up with the 
queen. This did not prove fatal, however, because 
he was able to return to his hand with a club to 
lead the eight of diamonds through West.

West covered with the nine, taken with the 
king, but was helpless when Bufill next crossed 
to his hand with a club and led the three of dia-
monds toward the A-7-4-2, trapping the jack and 
thus making the grand slam.

Observe that South would have gone down had 
he made the mistake of leading the diamond three 
initially instead of the ten. After West followed 
low and declarer put up the queen, there would 
have been no way to recover.

West would have covered the next diamond 
lead of the ten with the jack, but later would not 
have covered the eight with the nine, thereby pre-
venting declarer from running the suit.

 (c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I’ve been a mom for almost 
a year now, and I feel completely overwhelmed. 
Don’t get me wrong – I love my little boy and 
husband, and wouldn’t trade them for anything. I 
just feel there’s too much going on. I’m not used 
to this juggling act. Other moms take in stride 
things that bother me, and I can’t for the life of 
me figure out – how do they do it?  – L.C.

Dear L.C.: You are not alone, and despite what 
appears to be a world of mommies functioning 
smoothly while you are struggling, I guarantee 
you that is not the case. Most new mothers feel 
overwhelmed, and it is perfectly normal. Of 
course, if this feeling results in the inability to 
take care of your baby and function, you may 
want to seek professional help with your feelings 
– or with the housework! Don’t be afraid to ask 
Dad for a hand or a helper around the house.

You need friendships now more than ever 
– and other moms would be a boon. After mar-
riage, women tend to forget about their female 
friends, preferring to hang out with their husband 
as they build their life. But now is the time to 
renew friendships or make new ones, and you’ll 
soon find yourself sharing and solving problems 
together you thought were yours alone. And don’t 
forget about childless friends – maybe it would 
be refreshing to take time off to go to a movie or 
shopping with someone whose world doesn’t stop 
at the nursery door. Soon you will get perspective 
and realize the supermom is just a myth.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I recently got a call at 
work from my son’s school. The principal was 
adamant that I come down there immediately; he 
said there was a problem with my son. When I ar-
rived, he showed me a picture that my 7-year-old 
had drawn of the school on fire – and said my son 
was exhibiting terrorist tendencies! I told him my 
husband is a firefighter, but he insisted I get my 
son counseling! It seems nuts to me, but what if 
the principal is seeing something I’m not? – J.F.

Dear J.F.: I suppose you are lucky the school 
didn’t kick your son out, or suspend him or call 
the cops. It seems almost every school system 
has new rules to make sure there is no hint of 
violence or even politically incorrect speech. 
Our fear has driven us to sometimes ridiculous 
heights of safety and security obsession. I’m sure 
there is some good to have come out of all of this 
concern. Some schools actually do need metal 
detectors and hallway patrols. And it’s not cool 
for little kids to bring to school knives, guns and 
other objects their parents have allowed access 
to. But for the most part, little kids are not ter-
rorists in training, and it’s a shame they are being 
looked at that way. I urge you to talk to the prin-
cipal to try to put things in perspective.

You should talk to your son about his drawing. 
Children in elementary school are just learning 
how to act. They are being themselves, and it is 
the school’s job to direct that and to civilize the 
kids to some extent – no food fights, tantrums or 
hitting. But when they get down to interpreting 
innocent free speech – including drawing, play-
ing, experimenting with language and personas 
– political correctness gets out of hand.

(c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate
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