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(800) 611-6735

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Andrea or Heather today at 462-3963.

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S
1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999

Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

The Latest Technology and Most 
Complete Care Available!

FAMILY DENTAL 
CARE

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

462-6642

ROOFMASTERS
Your Local Roofi ng Contractor

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modifi ed Systems

Kitchen
& Bath

Sales & Service

Design, Fabrication & Installation
Wood Floor Installation & Refinishing

www.toolboxkitchen.com

ROSALES PLUMBING
For All Your Commercial & Residential Plumbing Needs
24-Hour Emergency Service Available
Also Servicing Heating, Air and Septic Tank Systems!

David J. Rosales
Owner

(785) 675-8254 or (785) 657-7251

Give it a try!  See what the business 
directory can do for you! Clarity Life CoachingBecome a winning 

champion in your 
own life! Live your 
dreams!

Laura Wing. PLC
Professional Life Coach

Phone:
785-821-4277 or 719-646-1514
E-mail:
Laura_Wing_plc@yahoo.com

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd

Colby

Monday - Saturday
OPEN EACH DAY AT 4 P.M.

Meal Specials Every Night
PRIME RIB DINNER SPECIAL

EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT

Smoke Free june 1!

Tuesdays: Lady’s Night Golf
Wednesdays: Men’s Night Golf

Fridays: Couples Night Golf

0901038

Even though life is busy, take 
a moment to reflect on what’s 
most important. For peace of 
mind, protect your family with  
State Farm® life insurance. 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Life insurance shouldn’t wait. 

BUSY. BUSY.
BUSY. BUSY. 
BUSY.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Jane W Johnson, Agent
905 E 4th Street
Colby, KS 67701

Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com
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The search is on for the best energy source 
to heat our homes and power our vehicles in 
the future, and fuels from plants, also called 
biomass energy sources, are among the op-
tions researchers are studying.

Among the questions still to be answered, 
however, are what crops will work best and on 
what land they should be grown.

What Land to Use?
“Growing energy crops on prime agricul-

tural land is not a sustain-
able option because it can 
compete with food produc-
tion and increase concerns 
about land clearing,” said 
Kansas State University soil 
scientist Humberto Blanco. 
based at Hays. “One of the 
most viable options for 
growing energy crops can 
be the use of marginal and 
abandoned lands. Lands 
currently enrolled in the 
U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s Conservation Re-
serve Program are potential 
candidates for growing cel-
lulosic biomass that can but 
turned into fuel.” 

He and K-State agronomist Alan Schlegel, 
Tribune, have recently published information 
on the impact of converting reserve lands to 
grain crop production and “energy crops” may 
have on soil quality, soil carbon sequestration 
and water and wind erosion. 

The conservation program was established 
in 1985 to reduce water and wind erosion of 
soil on marginal or degraded crop lands. Land-
owners voluntarily enroll their land for 10 to 
15 years and receive annual payments as well 
as 50 percent cost-share for establishing stan-
dard conservation practices.

The largest concentration of reserved lands 
is in the Great Plains – about 45 percent of the 
total. About 8 percent of U.S. farmland is en-
rolled.

“The benefits of CRP for reducing water and 
wind erosion have been widely recognized,” 

said Blanco, adding that studies also suggest 
that it has made soils a sink rather than a source 
of atmospheric carbon – an added bonus. 

But wouldn’t growing dedicated bioenergy 
crops on former conservation reserve land re-
verse the good accomplished in reducing ero-
sion and sequestering carbon? Not necessarily, 
Blanco said, adding that it can depend on the 
crop grown and other factors.

Which Crop?
Corn stover – the leaves 

and stalks of the corn plant 
– is under consideration as 
one of the sources for pro-
ducing cellulosic ethanol, 
Blanco said. But indiscrimi-
nate and large-scale remov-
al of crop residues such as 
corn stover can harm the 
soil and the environment. In 
addition, corn is an annual 
crop.

For that reason, scientists 
are looking for alternatives 
that would not involve re-
moving crop residue for 
biofuel production, he said. 

“Unlike crop residue re-
moval,” he said, “growing perennial grasses 
and trees has the potential to provide many 
ecosystem services including water and wind 
erosion control, soil organic carbon sequestra-
tion, and improvement of soil properties which 
supplying feedstocks for cellulosic ethanol 
production.”

The researcher said that growing perennial 
warm-season grasses on retired CRP lands 
for biofuel may be an alternative to convert-
ing them to grain production. Unlike conver-
sion to grain crops under conventional tillage, 
growing perennial warm season grasses would 
maintain the benefits from the Conservation 
Reserve grasses, Blanco said.

He suggested two options for the manage-
ment of these lands, which could result in a 
net increase in soil organic carbon sequestra-
tion, reduced greenhouse gas emissions, and 
improved soil and water quality. 

“The first option is to intensively manage 
the existing CRP lands with proper biomass 
harvest frequency, cutting heights and addi-
tions of manure” Blanco said. “This would 
preserve the existing grass mixtures. Because 
returning CRP lands to crop production can 
be difficult, due to the large accumulation of 
plant residues on the soil surface…, enhanced 
management for biomass production might be 
a better alternative….

“The second option is to plant native warm-
season grasses or monocultures of perennials 
into the existing CRP lands. Recropping CRP 
lands with grasses such as switchgrass is a 
possible option. Depending on the region and 
climate, short-rotation woody crops or fast-
growing trees such as hybrid poplars and wil-
low can also be grown on some CRP lands.”

Studies have shown that ethanol yields from 
perennials grown on marginal lands can be 
greater than yields from corn stover, he add-
ed.

“Because of their greater effectiveness for 
controlling soil erosion than grain crops, peren-
nials may allow application of larger amounts 
of manure without increasing risks of water 
pollution,” Blanco said. “Growing dedicated 
energy crops (such as switchgrass) on former 
CRP lands under intensive management can 
provide biofuel feedstocks and sequester soil 
organic carbon while improving soil proper-
ties and reducing water and wind erosion.”

He acknowledged that scientists are a long 
way from having definitive answers to the 
questions surrounding biomass energy pro-
duction, including the type of land on which 
it should occur.

While there are many published studies as-
sessing the impacts of cropland conversion to 
Conservation Reserve on soil and the environ-
ment, Blanco there are few assessing the im-
pacts of converting reserve land to crops. The 
few that have been done indicate that revert-
ing to crop production can harm the soil and 
environment, particularly if these lands are 
intensively plowed. Converting these lands to 
dedicated energy crops may thus be a potential 
option for study.

As the wheat turns golden 
and harvest season begins, it’s 
important that drivers exer-
cise extra caution and patience 
around farm trucks, tractors and 
combines. 

Every year there are numer-
ous crashes between passen-
ger vehicles and farm vehicles, 
many of which could have been 
prevented. 

“Sharing the road with farm 
implements requires different 
precautions than sharing the 
road with passenger vehicles. 
The time, space, and differenc-
es in vehicle operations need 
to be understood in order for 
our farmers to be kept safe, as 
well as other motorists,” Kansas 
Highway Patrol Superintendent 
Colonel Terry Maple said.

Most farm equipment doesn’t 
travel at highway speeds, and 
may only go 15-25 miles per 
hour. Often wider than other 
vehicles, and sometimes wider 
than the lane of traffic, extra 
room should be allowed for it. 
Practice extra caution, especial-
ly on rural roads with unmarked 
intersections. 

In 2008 in Kansas, there were 
109 crashes involving farm 
equipment. Two people were 
killed, and 42 injured in these 
crashes. 

Here are some safety tips 
to keep in mind when sharing 
Kansas roads with farmers: 

• Don’t assume the farmer 
knows you’re there. Most of the 
operator’s attention is on keep-
ing equipment safely on the 
road and watching for oncom-
ing traffic. Farm vehicles are 
also extremely loud, hindering 
the ability to hear your vehicle. 

• Pass with extreme caution. 
Do not pass a farm implement 
unless you can see clearly ahead 
of the equipment you are pass-
ing. If there are curves or hills, 
wait to pass until you can see 
clearly. Remember not to pass 
in a “No Passing Zone,” even 
if you are stuck behind a farm 
vehicle. Do not pass within 100 
feet of any intersection, railroad 
grade crossing, bridge, elevated 
structure, or tunnel.

• Allow extra room when fol-
lowing farm equipment. Just 
because a farm vehicle pulls 
to the right does not mean it is 
turning right or allowing you to 
pass. Due to the size of some 
equipment, the farmer must 
make wide left turns, so allow it 
plenty of room and time to turn, 
and be alert to surroundings to 
see if there might be a driveway 
or field they are turning into. 

• Be patient. Don’t assume a 
farmer can move aside. Shoul-
ders may be soft, wet, or steep, 
which can cause the farm ve-
hicle to tip. The farmer under-
stands you are being delayed 
and will move over at the first 
safe location available.

• Think of the slow-moving 
vehicle emblem as a warning 
to adjust your speed. When you 
see it, slow down. It is often 
difficult to judge the speed at 
which you are closing in, espe-
cially at night. 

• Pay attention. Don’t be dis-
tracted by the radio, cell phones, 
or anything else while driving. 

• Always wear seatbelts and 
use child safety seats. This is the 
best defense against injury and 
death should you be involved in 
a crash. 

Keep a weather eye
for farm equipment

Conservation land may be good 
for planting alternative energy crops

“One of the 
most viable options 
for growing energy 
crops can be the use 
of marginal lands.”
 Humberto Blanco,

Kansas State University
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