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Good protein levels encourage harvesters
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— protein levels had been averaging about
11 percent, with a lot of 10 percent protein
wheat, he said.

“The market is encouraged that Kansas
came in with better than last year’s pro-
tein,” Gilpin said. “I know the market was
on edge because the Texas and Oklahoma
crop early on looked to be coming in at a
low protein.”

ers should make a lot of progress winding
the harvest down this week, Gilpin said.

The wheat left in the field was mostly in
good or better shape, the service reported,
and 84 percent had reached maturity.

The yield, or amount harvested per acre,
and quality of wheat cut so far promises
an above-average crop across most of the
state, Gilpin said.

lic, Jewel and Cloud counties were severely
hurt, Gilpin said.

Test weights in Kansas wheat have been
coming in at or better than 60 pounds per
bushel, the benchmark for the top quality
wheat that makes for good flour, he said.

Among other major Kansas crops:

e Corn condition declined slightly this
past week. It was rated as 11 percent ex-

WICHITA - The winter wheat harvested
by Kansas farmers has been “above aver-
age” in quality and quantity, easing early
fears sparked by low protein in winter
wheat cut in Texas and Oklahoma.

Wheat must be at least 12 percent pro-

National Weather Service
Tonight: Mostly clear; low
around 62. Breezy; south south-
east wind from 15 to 20 mph,
with gusts as high as 30 mph.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high
near 91. Breezy, with a south
wind between 10 and 20 mph,
with gusts as high as 35 mph.

Thursday Night: Mostly clear;
low around 64. Breezy; south
southeast wind from 15 to 25
mph; gusts as high as 40 mph.

Friday: Sunny, with a high
near 93. Breezy, with a south
wind between 15 and 25 mph,
with gusts as high as 40 mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy
and windy; low around 64.

Saturday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 1 p.m. Partly cloudy,
with a high near 94.

Saturday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 65.

Independence Day: A 30
percent chance of showers and
thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy,
with a high near 89.

Sunday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 63.

Monday: A 20 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Mostly cloudy; high near 90.

Monday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low
around 62.

Tuesday: Partly cloudy, with a

tein to be good for bread, said Justin Gil-
pin, chief executive officer for the industry
trade group Kansas Wheat. That’s also the
preferred amount for wheat sold to custom-
ers such as Nigeria, Mexico and Japan.
Kansas wheat has been averaging about
12 percent protein, Gilpin said. In southern
states like Texas and Oklahoma — where
the nation’s winter wheat harvest begins

Meanwhile, the wheat harvest in Kansas
passed the halfway mark with the return of
hot, dry and windy weather.

The Kansas Agricultural Statistics Ser-
vice reported Monday that 55 percent of the
crop had been harvested, well ahead of the
52 percent average for this time of year.

With a favorable weather forecast for
Kansas for the next four to five days, farm-

area.

Western Kansas had favorable growing
conditions and moisture in fall and early
spring that put the crop in good shape.
South-central Kansas had some dry weath-
er in early spring that stressed crop in that

North-central Kansas had some good
looking crops — until hail storms hit just
before harvest this month. Crops in Repub-

cellent, 60 percent good, 23 percent fair, 5
percent poor and 1 percent very poor.

e Sorghum, or milo, condition was rated
as 5 percent excellent, 69 percent good, 24
percent fair and 2 percent poor.

e Soybeans were rated as 9 percent ex-

cellent, 60 percent good, 26 percent fair, 4
percent poor and 1 percent very poor.

Rough seas pushing oil slick onto Gulf beaches

By Mary Foster
and Tom Breen
Associated Press Writers

GRAND ISLE - Rough seas
generated by Hurricane Alex
pushed more oil from the mas-
sive spill onto Gulf Coast beaches
Wednesday as cleanup vessels
were sidelined by the faraway
storm’s ripple effects.

The hurricane was churning
coastal waters across the oil-
affected region on the Gulf of
Mexico. Six-foot waves and 25
mph winds were forecast through
Thursday just offshore from the
Mississippi Delta in Louisiana to
the Florida Panhandle.

In Louisiana, the storm pushed
an oil patch toward Grand Isle and
uninhabited Elmer’s Island, dump-
ing tar balls as big as apples on the
beach. Cleanup workers were kept
at bay by pouring rain and light-
ning that zigzagged across the
dark sky. Boom lining the beach
had been tossed about, and it
couldn’t be put back in place until
the weather cleared.

“The sad thing is that it’s been
about three weeks since we had

edge of the water.

Oil deposits appeared worse
than in past days, and local offi-
cials feared the slowdown would
make matters worse as tourists
come to the beach for the July
Fourth holiday.

“I’'m real worried about what is
going to happen with those boats
not running. It can’t help,” said
Orange Beach Mayor Tony Ken-
non.

The nasty weather will likely
linger in the Gulf through Thurs-
day, National Weather Service me-
teorologist Brian LaMarre said.

In Florida, tar lumps the size of
dinner plates filled a large swath
of beach east of Pensacola in Na-
varre Beach after rough waves
brought the mess ashore. Wind
and rain kept crews from cleaning
up the crude.

“The weather has hampered the
cleanup. Our night crews went out
there to try and verify exactly how
much it was and it’s about half a
mile,” said Santa Rosa County
spokeswoman Joy Tsubooka.

She said cleanup crews would
work throughout the day Wednes-
day, but lightning and rain from

Recent college grads

well. But the storm’s outer edges
complicated the cleanup.

Early Wednesday, Alex had
maximum sustained winds near
80 mph (130 kph). The National
Hurricane Center said the Catego-
ry 1 storm is the first June Atlan-
tic hurricane since 1995. It is on
track for the Texas-Mexico border
region and expected to make land-
fall Wednesday night.

As Alex approached, skimming
efforts off the coasts of Louisiana,
Florida, Alabama and Mississippi
had mostly stopped.

BP’s disaster response plan for
a spill didn’t mention hurricanes
or tropical storms, Rep. Edward
Markey, D-Mass., said Wednes-
day during a congressional hear-
ing. He said the omission is yet
another example of what the oil
giant was not prepared to handle.

At the main staging area for oil
cleanup efforts around Grand Isle,
stacks of boom, bottled water,
ice chests and cleaning materials
stood ready to load up when the
work restarted.

Brothers Otis and Vahn Butler

T.OCAL TV LISTINGS

of Houma got jobs there just three
days ago.

“We’ve been steady busy un-
til today,” Otis Butler said Tues-
day. “Now we’re mostly standing
around and looking around. We
just find things to do when we can
today. But once this is over, I bet
we’ll be twice as busy.”

The rough seas and winds aren’t
all bad, though — scientists have
said they could help break apart
the oil and make it evaporate fast-
er.
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Support our shores. For more info on how you can help the Gulf Coast visit cmtonecountry.com or margaritaville.com.
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