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Colby swim club members warmed up for the Northwest Kansas League swim meet on Friday
at the city pool. The meet will run through Saturday.

ANDY HEINTZ/Colby Free Press

Forecasting parakeet
predicts World Cup game

SINGAPORE (AP) — A crowd of soccer fans leans
forward as Mani, Singapore’s World Cup-forecast-
ing parakeet, creeps out of his small wooden cage
and chooses between two white cards — one hiding
the flag of the Netherlands, the other Spain.

If the bird’s many new believers are right, Holland
will win its first World Cup championship Sunday.
Mani grabbed a card in his beak Friday and flipped it
over to reveal the Dutch flag.

The 13-year-old parakeet has become a local celeb-
rity after its owner, M. Muniyappan, claimed Mani
accurately forecast the World Cup’s four quarterfinal
games and Spain’s semifinal victory over Germany.

Mani joins Paul the octopus, who has correctly pre-
dicted the winner of every World Cup match played
by Germany, as overnight stars as interest in soccer’s
biggest tournament peaks and gamblers look for any
edge to pick winners.

Muniyappan, an 80-year-old fortuneteller, said
Mani has helped him predict the future for five years
at a table in front of a restaurant in the Little India

neighborhood, but this year’s World Cup is the first
time the parakeet has attempted to forecast the out-
come of sports competitions.

“People usually want help picking the lottery
numbers, or when to get married,” said Muniyap-
pan, who was born in India and moved to Singapore
in 1953. “Then gamblers started asking about the
World Cup.”

Muniyappan said about 30 people a day now pay
for his psychic powers, up from about 10 a day be-
fore Mani shot to fame.

Singapore’s ethnic Chinese, Malay and Indian
populations, especially the older generations, often
seek out fortune tellers for advice about health or
their children’s marriage and job prospects.

For 10 Singapore dollars ($7), Muniyappan and
Mani can see into your future. Ali, a 31-year-old
customer, said he was having financial problems and
wanted to know when his luck would improve.

After burning incense under pictures of Hindu
gods, Muniyappan said Ali’s fortunes would turn in
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Cleveland’s superstar
leaves team for Miami

When the months of suspense
peaked, LeBron James delivered
a few words that rocked the NBA
and changed two cities and fran-
chises.

At 9:27 p.m., James, looking
nervous and somewhat unsure, fi-
nally announced his plans from a
small stage in Greenwich, Conn.

“This fall, and it’s very tough,”
James said to a national TV audi-
ence. “I’'m going to take my tal-
ents to South Beach and join the
Miami Heat.”

In Florida, there was rejoicing.

In Ohio, only heartbreak and
tears — then anger.

The most wanted man in league
history decided Thursday night
that it was time to leave the com-
forts of home to chase a champi-
onship.

The two-time MVP, a player
with supreme skills but without
a title, decided to join forces with
fellow superstars, good friends and
U.S. Olympic teammates Dwyane
Wade and Chris Bosh — a domi-
nant threesome that could rule the
league for years to come.

“I can’t say it was always in my
plans, because I never thought it
was possible,” James said of this
union with the two All-Stars, play-
ers he has known for years. “I’ve
looked forward to it. Those are two
great players, two of the greatest
players that we have in this game
today. You add me, and we have a
really good team.”

Landing James was a huge vic-
tory for the team president Pat
Riley, who was able to corral the
top three stars in an unprecedent-
ed free-agent class and now must
resist the temptation to leave the
front office to coach them.

James’ announcement ended
weeks of speculation and capped
a multi-ringed media circus in this
age of social networking that spun
out of control. It also concluded a
somewhat embarrassing courtship
of a player by cities, celebrities
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at Ashley Furniture HomeStore in Hays

and franchises who fawned over
the 25-year-old who doesn’t have
a finals win on his resume.

New York, Chicago, New Jer-
sey, Los Angeles and every other
NBA spot came up short, finishing
out of the money.

So did Cleveland. As it always
does.

This time, losing was tainted
with bitterness.

Once James shared his se-
cret, fans poured out of the same
downtown bars and restaurants
that have thrived during these
tough economic times. A few set
fire to his No. 23 jersey while oth-
ers threw rocks at the 10-story-tall
billboard featuring James with his
head tossed back and arms point-
ing skyward.

“We Are All Witnesses,” the
mural says.

This was something Cleveland
never thought it would see.

Cavs owner Dan Gilbert was
as upset as anyone. He posted an
open letter to fans on the team’s
website ripping James and told
The Associated Press he believes
James did not play up to his abili-
ties in Cleveland’s second-round
loss to Boston.

“He quit,” Gilbert said in a

phone interview. “Not just in
Game 5, but in Games 2, 4 and 6.
Watch the tape. The Boston series
was unlike anything in the history
of sports for a superstar. ... People
have covered up for him for way
too long.”

Not Gilbert, not anymore.

“As you now know, our former
hero, who grew up in the very
region that he deserted this eve-
ning, is no longer a Cleveland
Cavalier,” Gilbert wrote. “This
was announced with a several
day, narcissistic, self-promotional
build-up culminating with a na-
tional TV special of his ‘decision’
unlike anything ever ‘witnessed’
in the history of sports and prob-
ably the history of entertainment.
Clearly, this is bitterly disappoint-
ing to all of us.”

Cleveland could offer James
$30 million more than any team,
but that wasn’t what interested
James this time. He was willing to
make less for something else — a
title. Maybe a bunch of them with
the 28-year-old Wade and 26-year-
old Bosh in their primes.

Meanwhile, in Cleveland, fans
so accustomed to disappointment,
were let down again — this time,
by one of their own sons.

+ Paid Vacation
* Retirement Savings Program
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CUSTOMER SERVICE MANAGER - ROUTE SALES

Earn $32,000 - $38,000 a year base salary
plus commission
* Pre-established and Growing Customer Base

+ Comprehensive Benefit Options
+ Sales and Management Training

+ Employee Discount on Company Products
« Tuition Reimbursement to Qualified Candidates

For a new and exciting career apply
online at www.schwansjobs.com
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Selected items 60% to 70" off’
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Take an additional...

County-Wide Community
Puzzle Project

YOUR FURNITURE
PURCHASE from $50 to *999

Vo
YOUR FURNITURE
o F F PURCHASE from $100 to ©'999
Yo
YOUR FURNITURE
o F F PURCHASE from $2000 or more

FRIDAY [JSATURDAY ] SUNDAY | MONDAY
JULY 9TH || JULY 10TH JJULY 11TH § JULY 12TH

5pm 1pm-5pm 11am - 7pm

Puzzle Sponsor: $200.00

1. Four 5x5 Puzzle Pieces

2. One Edge Piece for
Business Logo

3. Name Recognition on All
Promotional Material &
Literature

4. Permanent Name Recognition
on Display Plaque

11am - 7pm Qam -

WE HAVE A FINANCE PLAN FOR EVERY BUDGET!
NO INTEREST FOR 12 OR 24 OR 36 MONTHS

No minimum purchase and minimum payments required.
Deposit may be required and is not eligible for this credit promotion.
See sale associate for details.

Company Name:

Contact Person:

Kansas’s Largest Ashley Furniture Homestore

Add 2702 Vine Street Mon-Fri 11am to 7pm . AV AS
IcSS: ASHLEY Hays Sat 9am to 5pm K
FURNITURE 785.621.2664 Sun 1pm to 5pm HPZY E g home et
Store
A visit us at www.ashleyfurniturehomestore.com & e visa B2

ST:

Percentage off cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude
Tempur-Pedic® and Stearns & Foster® mattresses, floor models or clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery or service charge. SEE STORE
FOR DETAILS. Some pieces and fabric prints may vary by region. Selection may vary by store. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may
occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Prices valid for a limited time only. Participation times may vary. Previous purchases excluded. Picture
may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. +Selected items 60% to 70% off applies to Floor Stock, Top of Bed and
Accessories. Maintenance fee may apply depending on promotion chosen. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2010 Ashley
HomesStores, Ltd. Expires 07/12/2010.

City: Zip:

Phone:

*With credit approval for qualifying purchases made on the Ashley Furniture HomeStore Credit
Card at participating stores. Interest will be charged to your account if you make a late payment.
As of 01/01/2010, APR for purchases up to 27.99%; Penalty APR 29.99%. Minimum INTEREST
CHARGE: $2.00. The minimum monthly payment for this promotional balance during the
promotional period is the promotional balance on the last day of the billing cycle the purchase is
posted to your account divided by the number of months of the promotional period, then rounded
up to the next higher dollar. See card agreement for details including when the penalty rate applies.
Offer is only valid for consumer accounts in good standing; is subject to change without notice;
see store associate for details. Offer expires 07/12/2010. May not be combined with any other
credit promotion offer.

Email:

Please make checks payable to TCCE

TCCF—350 S. Range, Ste 14 — Colby, KS 67701
(785) 460-9152 — tccf@st-tel.net
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