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National League
wins All-Star game

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Brian
McCann, Scott Rolen or Heath
Bell might really appreciate what
happened on this July night come
October. Charlie Manuel, too.

An All-Star win the National
League thought was long overdue.
And with it, home-field advantage
in the World Series.

McCann earned MVP honors
with a three-run double in the sev-
enth inning, right fielder Marlon
Byrd alertly threw out David Or-
tiz to slow a ninth-inning rally and
the NL captured its first Midsum-
mer Classic since 1996 with a 3-1
victory Tuesday night.

In a year of dominant pitching,
young starters David Price and
Ubaldo Jimenez set the tone — and
got even more help from the tricky
shadows. Nearly the entire field at
Angel Stadium was bathed in odd
patterns of sunlight for a twilight
first pitch, creating more awkward
swings and misses than usual in
baseball’s annual talent show.

Even that bouncing Rally Mon-
key on the big screen in a red AL
jersey couldn’t change things this
time.

Manuel, the NL skipper, talked
to his team about the importance
of home-field advantage.

“It’s a big deal. I think home
teams play better at home,” said
Manuel, whose Phillies have
reached the last two World Series
and won in 2008. “It feels good, it
feels real good.”

The AL didn’t go down without
some ninth-inning drama, started
by Ortiz’s leadoff single. But Jon-
athan Broxton sealed it, helped by
Byrd’s defense and shaky baser-
unning by Big Papi.

Ortiz was on first with one out
when John Buck hit a blooper that
Byrd scooped up and threw to
second for a forceout on the slow-
moving Boston DH.

“Wrong place, wrong time —
and the wrong guy, too,” Ortiz
said. “I saw where he was play-
ing, but I didn’t know that Marlon
Byrd’s a guy who has great speed
in the outfield. So I saw him com-
ing in and I thought he was going
to catch it. I just didn’t want to get
caught in a double play, so I got
in between, it bounced in front of
him and he made a good throw to
second base.”

With Alex Rodriguez standing
on the steps in the AL dugout, Ian
Kinsler flied out and the NL had
its win. A-Rod never got in the
game.

“It felt awesome for us to get
the win and break the streak,”
Broxton said.

Washington closer Matt Capps
got the win with just five pitches,
striking out Home Run Derby

champion Ortiz. Yankees starter
Phil Hughes took the loss after
allowing two hits before Matt
Thornton yielded McCann’s deci-
sive double.

Until McCann cleared the bas-
es, Robinson Cano’s fifth-inning
sacrifice fly stood as the lone run
in a game expected to be decided
by the loaded pitching staffs on
each side. McCann’s deep fly ball
to the warning track in right gave
the NL hope in the fifth. When he
made good with that bases-loaded
double off Thornton, Atlanta’s
steady catcher hit second base and
pumped his right fist. The three
guys who scored headed to the
dugout with a renewed swagger.

McCann hopes this result might
later help his Braves, who lead the
NL East.

“The game counts ... it means
more to me this year because
we’re in first place,” said McCa-
nn, a five-time All-Star relatively
unknown before this night.

Rolen, who singled twice and
scored on McCann’s hit, and his
NL Central-leading Cincinnati
Reds also might benefit from this
win.

Cano and his fellow Yankees
All-Stars wore black armbands
after the death of longtime New
York owner George Steinbrenner
from a heart attack earlier Tuesday
in Tampa, Fla., at age 80. Pictures
of The Boss showed on two video
screens before a pregame moment
of silence, and flags hung at half-
staff.

“It’s a difficult time, on a great
day for baseball, the All-Star
game, something everyone looks
to,” Yankees and AL manager Joe
Girardi said.

It took the NL 14 years to break
through after several close calls.
The National League lost the last
two 4-3, including that 15-inning
affair in 2008 at Yankee Stadium.

Phillies chairman Bill Giles had
razzed Manuel that his job was
on the line if the NL didn’t finally
win again.

Turns out this National League
lineup didn’t need star Washing-
ton rookie Stephen Strasburg.

Jimenez, Colorado’s 15-game
winner and first-time All-Star,
came out of the gate with two
scoreless innings. Tampa Bay’s
Price — who at 24 was the young-
est All-Star starter since 23-year-
old Dwight Gooden of the Mets in
1988 — matched that. Then came
Marlins ace Josh Johnson with
two more.

It took until the fifth inning for
hitters to start making regular con-
tact, the shadows all but gone aside
from a couple of small patches in
the outfield.
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Health, Wellness, & Qualty of Life

Looking for one place to get
answers to your questions about
government benefits and services?
USA.gov has you covered. It's your
official source for government
information.
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Community College campus.

ANDY HEINTZ/Colby Free Press

Courtney Reilley prepared to fire a throw to first during the Sweet
Thunder’s practice on Tuesday at Carl Adams Field on the Colby

heads to state

Sweet Thunder, the Colby 12-
and-under girls softball team, has
made great strides this season.

After losing four of their first
five games, the girls have won
13 out of 19, leaving them with
a 13-10 season record.

The girls took second place
in a tournament at Hays on June
26, winning two of four games.
They pounded Phillipsburg 17-5
and hammered Russell 17-8 but
dropped two close games to
Hays, losing 1-0 and 6-3.

Coach Alan Sager said the 1-0
loss was the best-played game
the girls had been in this season.

They finished third in a tour-
nament at Beloit on June 3 and
4. They erased a 10-point deficit
on their way to a 14-13 win over
the Neon Crunch and beat Beloit
9-4.

Danielle Foster gave up one
hit, struck out two and allowed
three runs in two innings against
the Crunch. Desi Schippers gave
up 10 runs on three hits while
striking out four in one inning.
Brooklyn Bange had two singles

The Crunch went up 10-0 in
the top of the first inning. The
girls cut the lead in half in the
bottom of the first. Neon scored
again in the top of the second to
make it 11-5. Then Colby scored

five runs to narrow the gap to 11-
10.

The Crunch scored two more
in the third, extending their lead
to three. The Colby girls scored
three runs in the bottom half of
the inning. Colby scored one in
the fourth to give the girls a 14-
13 win under the 75-minute time
limit in effect.

Schippers allowed three runs in
two innings while striking out six
against Beloit and Foster gave up
one run on two hits in one inning.
Brielle McKee and Darby Sager
both singled.

Colby lost to Clay Center 5-1
and suffered a tough 9-8 loss to
the Salina Thunderstix in over-
time. Desi Schippers turned in
a strong performance on the
mound. She allowed two hits in
five innings while striking out
nine. Schippers doubled and Sag-
er and Cayla Carter both singled.

Danielle Foster went the dis-
tance on the mound against
Salina, recording four strikeouts.
Elissa Zerr, Sager and Amber
McDonald singled and Bange
had two singles.

The team will play the Wichita
Explosion in the first round of the
state tournament at 6:30 p.m. on
Friday in Topeka.

Controversial owner changed baseball

By Tim Dahlberg

AP Sports Columnist

Owning the New York Yankees,
George Steinbrenner liked to say,
was a lot like owning the Mona
Lisa.

Not that he always treated his
team like a piece of fine art. Some
of the things “The Boss” did
would have wiped the smile right
off the famous model’s face.

This was a man who belittled
players, infuriated fellow owners

and drove managers to the depths
of despair. Twice he received
lengthy bans from baseball, and
many in the game would have
been happy had it been for good.
Steinbrenner threw money at
weak-armed pitchers and changed
managers almost as often as he
changed ties. He gave “Mr. Octo-
ber” a stage to shine and mocked
“Mr. May” when he didn’t.
Newsweek featured him on its
Aug. 6, 1990, cover when he was
suspended from baseball for more
than two years as “The Most Hat-

ed Man in Baseball.”

His death, fittingly enough,
came on the day of the All-Star
game, with the usual comple-
ment of Yankees in the American
League lineup. It wasn’t long be-
fore friends and former foes be-
gan swapping tales of all things
George.

Most, of course, were about the
legendary feuds and the clubhouse
rants. The times he fired Billy
Martin and the times he kept hir-
ing him back.

Lost in it all, though, is this: For

all his bluster and all his blunders,
Steinbrenner was always a man
ahead of his time.

He rescued the pinstripes
and restored a once proud fran-
chise to greatness. Not afraid to
spend money to make money, he
changed forever how baseball did
business.

Most important to the man driv-
en by an insatiable will to win at
all costs, though, had to be this:

On the day he died, his beloved
Yankees were in first place.
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BUY ANY PHONE OF

YOUR CHOICE,

AND GET A SECOND ONE

FREE

with a 12-month service agreement. $200 early termination fee applies.
Free phone must be of equal or lesser value.
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4\ Ve guarantee you’ll love our coverage.
«y—~ Try us for 30 days and see.

UNICEL RETAIL STORE: Colby: 1933 South Range, Ste. 1

Offers subject to terms of wireless service agreement, Data Services Terms and Conditions and calling plan details. Additional charges will be included each month for each line of service to help Unicel
defray its costs of complying with federal and state regulatory obligations, as follows: 4.1923% USF charge (11.7% USF charge for international calls), 4.34% KS USF charge, additional cost recovery
fees of $1.95 and, if roaming charges are incurred, roaming taxes if passed on by our roaming partners and a $2.00 roaming administration fee. These charges are not taxes or government-required
charges. Service activation requires credit check and may require security deposit. Federal, state and local taxes and surcharges apply. Must be at least 18 years of age with positive ID and must have
user address in the Unicel home coverage area. Digital features and service are not available in all areas and may vary due to atmospheric, topographical and other conditions. Limited time offer. Phone
screen images have been enhanced for clarity. Other restrictions apply. See store or Web site for details and guarantee terms and conditions.

KS Residents: Unicel is obligated to provide service within its designated ETC service area upon reasonable request. Consumers should direct any complaints regarding service issues to the
Commission’s Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection by calling 1-800-662-0027.

PLANS AND PACKAGES FOR EVERY BUDGET.

SHOP IN-STORE, ONLINE AT WWW.UNICEL.COM, OR CALL 1-800-GO CELLULAR [462-3558]
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UNICEL

THE WAY WIRELESS SHOULD BE.
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