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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/15

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 7/14

Long Live the King!
In the normal course of events, you are a de-

fender half of the time and either declarer or 
dummy the other half of the time. It follows, 
therefore, that a player cannot expect to be suc-
cessful without becoming a competent defender.

To defend well is not always easy, though; in 
fact, there are times when it is extraordinarily dif-
ficult. For example, take this deal where West got 
off on the right foot when he led the heart jack in 
an effort to find his partner’s long suit.

Declarer played low from dummy, losing to the 
king, and East returned a heart to dummy’s ace. 
South then attacked diamonds, forcing out East’s 
ace. East returned a heart to declarer’s queen, 
and South eventually made 10 tricks after losing 
a club to West’s ace. All told, South scored four 
diamonds, three clubs, two hearts and a spade. 
The defenders scored only their two aces and the 
king of hearts.

The contract should have been defeated, how-
ever. East missed the opportunity for a fine play. 
He should have ducked the jack of hearts at trick 
one (signaling with the nine) instead of winning 
the trick with the king. Had he done that, the de-
fense would have scored three heart tricks as well 
as its two aces.

East should assume that West has precisely 
J-10-x of hearts. If that is West’s holding, taking 
the first trick with the king may prove fatal, since 
East needs the king as an entry to his hearts after 
the queen and ace are gone and he no longer has 
the ace of diamonds. When West later gains the 
lead with the ace of clubs, his heart return sinks 
the contract.

It may be argued that ducking the jack of hearts 
would be a losing play if declarer had only Q-x. 
This is true enough, but that argument is not 
sound because it credits West with J-10-x-x – and 
with that holding, West would lead fourth-best 
initially rather than the jack.

 (c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am the mother of a sweet 
2-year-old daughter. That is, until she doesn’t 
get her way, and turns into an out-of-control brat 
having world-class tantrums! I don’t mind it at 
home – I put her in timeout or ignore her – but 
in a store, it is embarrassing. She throws herself 
on the floor, kicks and screams, and I feel like the 
worst mother ever. How do I get her to stop this? 
I just want to go out in public with my daughter 
and have her stop doing this to me! – N.B.

Dear N.B.: It must feel like your child is de-
liberately trying to embarrass you when you find 
yourself the center of attention with a bawling, 
kicking, frustrated little one. Although it may 
seem she is trying to get back at you, she really 
doesn’t have ruining your life as her aim. You 
probably should try, during calm times, to build 
up mental defenses to the point where you don’t 
take tantrums personally. Think of them as a re-
lease valve for a little girl who has reached the 
limits of what she can deal with – after all, she 
doesn’t have much experience coping yet! 

After you stop being emotionally involved and 
defensive, you can develop strategies for pre-
venting tantrums, such as not shopping when she 
is tired or hungry; making sure she has things to 
occupy her; and responding to her needs, as long 
as they are expressed in a pleasant way – no giv-
ing in to whining, pouting or demanding. Ignored 
tantrums often lead to their extinction.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My two sons and their two 
cousins spend a lot of time together. They are in 
middle school and have earned some freedom af-
ter school. But looking around their rooms, there 
are some items they should not have, and I fear 
they are shoplifting. I feel my sister’s kids are 
egging them on – they are the same age but more 
daring types. How should I handle this? – T.J.

Dear T.J.: Obviously, you must nip this in 
the bud before one of your sons gets into serious 
trouble, or learns he can get away with theft and 
it’s OK, or even learns of some social benefit, like 
bragging rights to your sister’s kids. There used 
to be a common explanation for this – the differ-
ential association theory of juvenile delinquency. 
Simply put, kids who hang around with kids who 
are misbehaving are likely to misbehave too. That 
is common sense. But there may be more to it.

A new study links personality to shoplifting, 
and may explain why your kids’ cousins are insti-
gators. Investigators, from the University of Le-
icester in England, sampled more than a hundred 
shoppers, some of whom were admitted shoplift-
ers, and found common characteristics, which 
suggest it’s not just who you hang around with 
but what you are like psychologically that makes 
you susceptible. Shoplifters were found likely to 
be younger, male, disorganized, unpleasant and 
unreliable. Whether that describes your nephews 
or your sons, now would be a good time to have 
a word with your sister and to cover the bases by 
keeping the boys apart.

(c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate
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