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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/29

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 7/28

A Sure Thing
Before proceeding with the play, declarer 

should first identify all of his assets. The trouble 
is that some assets are not as easy to spot as oth-
ers. 

Consider this deal where it seems that making 
six spades depends strictly on the outcome of the 
heart finesse. If East has the king, you make six; 
if West has it, you go down one. But closer study 
reveals that the contract is ice-cold regardless of 
who has the king of hearts! All you have to do to 
assure the slam is to play the hand correctly.

Ruff the opening diamond lead, cross to dum-
my with a trump, ruff another diamond, return to 
dummy with a trump and lead the four of clubs. 
If East follows low, play the ten from your hand. 
The effect of this play is that you lose a club trick 
you didn’t have to lose, but this has a very at-
tractive redeeming feature: You are now sure to 
make the slam no matter how the opposing cards 
are distributed. 

Whatever West returns after he wins the club, 
you’re home. If he leads a heart into your A-Q, 
you win and dispose of dummy’s third heart on 
the club ace; if he returns a club into your A-J, 
you discard two hearts from dummy; and if he 
leads a diamond instead, you discard a heart from 
dummy as you ruff in your hand and dispose of 
another heart from dummy on the ace of clubs. 

If East plays the king or queen on the club lead 
from dummy, the outcome is exactly the same. 
You win with the ace and return the jack of clubs. 
If West covers the jack, you ruff in dummy and 
later discard a heart on the ten; if West does not 
cover the jack, you discard a heart from dummy 
and subsequently discard another heart on the 
ten. Either way, you’re sure of 12 tricks.

 (c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I just found out I’m preg-
nant for the first time, and amidst all the excite-
ment and joy, I’ve been struggling with how to 
deal with a conflict with my mother-in-law. She 
bought us a bunch of nice baby things that are 
not my style, nor things we need. We picked out 
other items that we really like and do need. Is it 
horrible to try to tell her we’d rather have some-
thing else, or don’t like what she bought? – T.R.

Dear T.R.: Dealing with the in-laws can get 
more complicated once kids enter the picture, 
especially if you don’t have a close relationship 
with them. While you don’t want to be rude, you 
have every right to enjoy your first pregnancy and 
baby to the fullest extent, including picking out 
the perfect crib or stroller. Every baby is special. 
That being said, you don’t want to alienate your 
mother-in-law, or put your husband in an awk-
ward situation by creating unnecessary conflict.

With some open and honest communication, 
you should be able to explain your position with-
out hurting her feelings. You can explain that 
while you’re thankful for her gifts, you already 
have the particular items picked out. Tell her how 
much you appreciate her excitement and enthu-
siasm, and offer to spend time shopping or pre-
paring for the baby together. This way, you can 
include her in the excitement, and she can learn 
more about your style and vision, which will help 
not only for potential future pregnancies, but also 
for your baby’s future. Being grateful but honest 
is ideal, and hopefully your mother-in-law will 
respect your approach.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I’ve been working for al-
most 10 years, and this year I started business 
school. I’m taking classes at night and working 
full time during the day, and it’s really wearing. 
All my friends are out enjoying their free time, 
and I’m stuck at home studying. I started out in 
school so motivated, but I’m wondering if I made 
the right choice. Is there a way I can better bal-
ance my life so I don’t get burned out? – L.H.

Dear L.H.: Going back to school as an adult 
can be a huge undertaking, and more challeng-
ing than going to school when you’re younger. 
It is important to strike a balance between work 
and school, while leaving some time for yourself. 
A good start is to examine your expectations for 
the years that you will be working and going to 
school at the same time. You can make a log of 
the activities you’d normally be doing, and think 
about which activities are your top priorities and 
which you truly can neglect.

It’s also important that you don’t try to go it 
alone. Let the people you know and trust support 
you. Whether it’s small favors or long-term com-
mitments of help, you should learn to accept any 
help that’s offered, and ask for any help you need. 
You can handle only so much, and your friends 
and family will understand that. Remember to re-
ward those who help you out, and do something 
meaningful to thank them when you’ve finished 
your degree. It’s great you were motivated to pur-
sue this goal, and you can remember the things 
that drove you to apply for business school and 
draw on those when the going gets tough.

(c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker

Ask
Dr. Brothers
•

Dr. Joyce
Brothers

She doesn’t
like baby gifts

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott


