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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 8/05

Dear Heloise: My wife and I just completed 
our 13th move. But MOVING doesn’t become 
any more fun. I thought I’d share with you her 
system of labeling boxes and furniture. It makes 
things a lot easier.

1. Pack for the house/apartment you’re mov-
ing into.

2. Use different colors of duct tape to label 
boxes and furniture for each room. For example, 
yellow duct tape was kitchen/dining room; white 
for basement, etc. For fragile items, we used 
bright-orange tape and wrote “fragile” on it. 

3. Use a permanent marker to label the colored 
tape.

4. For furniture, we stuck a piece of blue mask-
ing tape on first (the kind you use for painting; it 
comes off easily) and then duct tape.

5. Draw a diagram on poster board of your new 
residence. Label each room with colored tape. 
Place that on the main moving entrance.

6. Draw a diagram for each room with the loca-
tion of furniture. Place this diagram on the door 
frame of the specific room. 

For us, we only had about 10 boxes out of 
place. The two of us were unpacked and set up 
within three days. – Neal and Sue in Nebraska

A few good moving hints indeed! – Heloise
WARRANTY FILES

Dear Heloise: To keep my file folders from 
overflowing, especially the appliance, electronic 
and warranty files, I discard anything not in my 
language. – Judy R., Madison, Ala.

Yes indeed, this cuts down on bulk. I do the 
same, and oh my, so many pages! – Heloise

TOILET-TISSUE ROLLER REUSER
Dear Heloise: I’ve seen many suggestions for 

things to use as filler in packages. I use cardboard 
rollers from toilet tissue and paper towels. 

They are sturdy and next to weightless. I col-
lect them in a bag so they are handy. 

I do get a few chuckles from recipients the first 
time they receive a package from me! – Bernie in 
San Antonio

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Readers: Pre-moistened towels are a 

must-have when traveling, but the prepackaged 
ones can be expensive. You can make them by 
moistening cotton pads or paper towels with a 
mixture of half rubbing alcohol and half water. 
Stow in a small pill bottle or plastic sandwich 
bag. However, if you are going through security 
at a travel point, they may be a no-no. – Heloise

QUEEN-SIZE TOP SHEET
Dear Heloise: I threaded the bottom hem of my 

queen-size top sheet on a 3-foot piece of elastic 
and pinned it at each end. I made the bed as usual. 
I was happy to find out it holds fast and gives me 
a little more toe room. I’m not bothered with hos-
pital corners coming loose, and it leaves a couple 
inches of length at the top. What a great find. I’ll 
do this with all my top sheets. – Mary Alice in 
Pennsylvania

(c)2010 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Color coding
helps with move

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/06

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Four spades. The value of a hand almost 

always rises or falls as the bidding progresses. 
Here, for example, when you open the bidding 
with one heart, your hand is clearly above a mini-
mum opening bid. True, you have only 14 high-
card points, but the 4-6-2-1 distribution increases 
the value of the hand by another two or three 
points.

When partner responds two clubs, however, the 
hand shrinks somewhat in value. You had hoped 
that he would respond one spade or raise your 
hearts, but he did neither. His two-club bid didn’t 
help your hand one whit and, in fact, hurt it a bit. 
You therefore proceed cautiously at your second 
turn by rebidding two hearts, since the combined 
hands might turn out to be a total misfit.

But when partner next bids two spades, the sit-
uation changes dramatically. Your original evalu-
ation is not only restored but increased, and you 
show this by jumping to four spades. In effect, 
you blow cold when partner bids clubs, but hot 
when he bids spades.

2. Three hearts. Here you simply stick to your 
story -- namely, that you opened on minimum val-
ues and neither of partner’s responses has helped 
you at all. Partner is thus alerted to go easy the 
rest of the way, since your bids of one, two and 
three hearts are clearly intended to put a damper 
on the proceedings.

3. Three notrump. Your earlier two-heart bid 
limited you to minimum opening strength, and 
you should now let partner know that you are on 
the high side for your previous bids by leaping to 
three notrump. Two notrump at this point would 
make it sound as though you were dying on your 
feet and might result in missing your side’s best 
contract.

4. Three clubs. All you can do under the cir-
cumstances is to show partner a preference for 
his first suit. You started with a weak opening bid 
and should continue to bid your hand weakly in 
order to slow partner down. If partner now goes 
off the deep end, the responsibility is entirely his 
own.

 (c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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