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Dear Dr. Brothers: Whether it’s New Year’s
Eve or the Fourth of July, my husband is a party
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utes, my husband insisted we leave to avoid traf-
fic — which caused my 4-year-old to throw a tan-
trum. I don’t know what to do. — K.H.

Dear K.H.: Some people don’t like to be told
to celebrate holidays that might not hold meaning
for them, or to spend money on gifts that seem
forced and unnatural, or to go through rituals they
may not have enjoyed in their youth and enjoy
even less now. Perhaps your husband’s family
either overdosed on holiday cheer or ignored all
the greeting-card holidays. In any case, even In-
dependence Day fireworks can be marred if they
revolve around traffic jams and long waits at
portable toilets. So your husband’s angst is some- 1
what understandable.

It is likely not going to be productive to try to
interest your husband in these celebrations when
he has had a lifetime to build up a dislike for
them. But it might be worthwhile to talk about
the holiday traditions you would like your son to
be able to participate in. If his dad doesn’t care for
crowds, perhaps you could start traditions closer
to home. Have a small gathering at your house
or a park, or celebrate with your own family. I'm
sure you can find a happy medium that will make
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holiday times pleasant for everybody. This is a logic-based num- [5]8]3[9]4]2[7]6
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and keeps badgering me. Who’s right? — G.D.
Dear G.D.: Older adults are capable of making
their own decisions, just as younger people are.
Since, as you point out, your mother is not fur-
niture, neither is she an inanimate object whose
fate is to be decided by others. Especially if she
is of sound mind and body, it would be a shame
to settle this without consulting her. I know you
are reluctant to bring up the subject, for that alone
can start worries in an elderly person’s brain —
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on this possibility, and to protect his own strong
spade holding, West therefore led a trump.

After this lead, there was no way for declarer to
score 10 tricks. In practice, he won the first trump
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N rooned declarer with two more spade losers, so

he had to go down one.

Had West gotten off to any other lead, South
could not have been prevented from ruffing at
least one spade in dummy, even if West switched
to a trump after winning the first spade. Declarer
would then have lost only three spades and made
the contract.
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