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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 8/19

Dear Heloise: I had an interesting experience. I 
was barbecuing using SELF-LIGHTING CHAR-
COAL. As the coals burned down, I picked up 
the rest of the bag and began to dump briquettes 
on the fire. The bag just started to burn. I was 
holding a bag of fire as the self-lighting chemi-
cals lit up! As I had poured the briquettes, I also 
poured the chemical onto the fire. 

Fortunately, I was in a clear area and simply 
tossed the bag of fire out on the empty driveway. 
The chemicals quickly burned out, and no harm 
was done, but I learned a valuable lesson. – Bob 
in Alabama

Bob, this could have been disastrous and dead-
ly! Self-lighting charcoal briquettes have lighter 
fluid infused in them! Also, do not put additional 
briquettes on a hot fire; you are asking for trou-
ble! 

When storing self-lighting charcoal, be sure 
the bag is closed tightly so the lighter fluid will 
not evaporate. CAUTION: Do not store these 
types of charcoal briquettes (or any other, too!) 
near ANY heat source. – Heloise

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: When you travel, take a small 

address book. Besides the addresses and phone 
numbers of relatives and friends with whom 
you’ll be visiting, you also should have the phone 
numbers of your doctor, dentist and pharmacist 
for emergencies. – B.V. in Montana

CURBING CAR CLUTTER
Dear Heloise: As a widower and empty nester, I 

almost always drive alone. This allows/encourag-
es the accumulation of “stuff”: tissue box, maps, 
notebooks, etc., in the front passenger seat. All 
this “stuff” cascades to the floor in the event of a 
sudden stop, causing a mess and a dangerous dis-
traction. I found that an inexpensive and widely 
available plastic dishpan can be belted into place 
using the vehicle’s seat belt, thereby providing a 
safe storage area. Further, the “stuff” can be eas-
ily and neatly removed if I need to give someone 
a ride! – Lawrence in Colorado Springs, Colo.

BLOWING IN THE WIND
Dear Heloise: I have a helpful hint I hope some 

readers can use. I have vertical blinds in my 
home. In the summer, I like to pull them off to the 
side to let the light in, but if it’s windy, they flap 
around. I take a rubber band, gather the blinds at 
the bottom and attach the rubber band, and there 
is no more flapping. – Jean in Pennsylvania

BOOT STORAGE
Dear Heloise: You recently printed a hint about 

making a boot tree from newspapers secured with 
the plastic sleeve the paper comes in. This may 
prevent air from circulating around the boots and 
drying them thoroughly. 

I’ve taken a rinsed-out half-gallon milk jug and 
cut a large oval on each side. Leaving the cap off, 
I slip a boot over each milk jug. This way, air can 
move around and through the boots, and they dry 
more completely. – David in Pennsylvania

(c)2010 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Charcoal can
really light itself

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/20

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Two hearts. This hand presents a conflict be-

tween whether to rebid your strong six-card suit 
or whether to show your heart support. In such 
cases, the decision depends on how you evaluate 
your hand.

With minimum opening values, you’d tend to 
rebid the diamonds; with extra values, such as 
those you hold here, you should lean toward the 
direct heart raise. The immediate raise will au-
tomatically increase the value of your partner’s 
hand and will encourage him to bid again with a 
hand where he might pass a two-diamond rebid.

The bidding might then progress in a way that 
allows you to rebid your diamonds later on, thus 
warning partner that your heart raise was based 
on only three-card support.

2. Two spades. Once partner responds with one 
heart, it’s best to take the position that this is a 
game-going hand. A one-spade rebid would not 
be forcing and might be passed by partner with a 
hand good enough to yield a game. About all you 
need from partner to produce 10 tricks is the K-J-
10-x-x of hearts. Also, the jump-shift puts you on 
the right path to a slam should partner have the 
appropriate values.

3. Three hearts. Although you have only 14 
high-card points, the good heart fit, excellent 
controls and singleton spade put your side on the 
verge of game. The best way of letting partner 
know this is via an invitational jump-raise. Part-
ner may pass with a very weak hand (six or seven 
points) but will carry on to game with anything 
more.

4. Four notrump. Point count takes a back seat 
in hands of this sort, and instead you should try 
to estimate how many tricks partner will make 
opposite your hand. Once your partner bids one 
heart, all you really care about is how many aces 
he holds – not how many points he has.

Your Blackwood bid should settle that question 
quickly. If partner responds five clubs, indicating 
no aces, you will sign off at five hearts. If he bids 
five diamonds, showing one ace, you’ll bid six 
hearts. And if he bids five hearts, showing two 
aces, you’ll raise to seven. It’s true that partner 
may lose a heart or a diamond if one of those 
suits breaks badly, but you can’t play winning 
bridge by being a pessimist.

(c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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