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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

+BND L SAD,

LABOR DAY (S THE DAY
MOMS G6T o SIT
AFOUND AND TALE
AGOUT UoW MUCH IT
HURTS TO B¢ IN (ABoR.

HEY! LET
ME TRY
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THERE'S WAY TOO MUCH PRESSURE YOU'RE REALLY LUCKY, DAD... WELL YES, DEAR, | THINK YOU'RE

TO BE COOL AT SCHOOL YOU'VE NEVER HAD TO
THESE DAYS BE COOL

www.Blondie.com

Yoy TIRNEP ANp RAN DURING
BATTLE, THROWING POWN YOUR
WEAPONS AND LEAVING YOUR
FELLOW WARRIORS EXPoSED AND

VULNERABLE!!

VERY COOL... BUT WHAT BROUGHT

CHAS BRowNE

HIGHWAR... \TS

BUT I CALL HIM ‘LARRE
wp{ AND I CALL THIS
B | cowersation

ROUTE 405+

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

[WELL, GUYS, IT’S BEEN
A ROUGH SEASON...

WE DIDNT WIN ANY
GAMES, AT LEAST WE
SOMETHING SOMETHING.

BUT EVEN THOUGH "'SOMETHING

T THOUGHT SOME )

INSPIRING WORDS
NUWOULD COME TO
ME AT THE LAST
SECOND.

Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts

THATS Two GRAPE ABouT FIVE \ |FIVE
SLUSHIES, ANYTHING ELSE?) HOURS T
BLECHH!

"EM IN THIS
MORNING

NO THANKS. CONVENIENCE
STORE HoT DOGS AREN'T

v =

THEY'VE BEEN ROTATING

ANY GOoD UNLESS

FOR AT LEAST A
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HOT DoGS

ROBERTS

Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

SIXTHRON,
FOURTHDESK!
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I THOUGHT THESE
LARGER CLAGS SIZES
WOULD BE A PROBLEM,

BUT [T& ACTUALLY
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Dr. Joyce Family Circus e Bil Keane

Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

He’s ooked

on reality shows |

Dear Dr. Brothers: I got laid off from my job
six months ago, and started watching TV shows.
I’ve never done, except for following “Survivor”
for years, but now there is more! In a nutshell, I
am addicted to reality TV. If I am not home, I re- _
cord them and view them after my wife is asleep. a%&’;fgh?’:;a%%ﬁ%cfgg; 38 =
She is getting disgusted. Is this bad? — C.H. e :

Deaf C.H%Y: “Bgad” is a loaded term. It is un- Hurry up, Daddy’ bgfgre the
fortunate, especially if this addiction is coming ocean erases it!
between you and your wife. Surely you are not a

good companion if you are glued to the boob tube, conceptis sudoku ® Dave Green

and it would be a good idea if you spent some of

that time working on your marriage. Then there 3 4 8 1
is the issue of working on working! Do you have
job prospects, or are you just hoping for some- S
thing to fall into your lap? Although your addic- 5 3 9 8 4 Tj
tion doesn’t appear to be costing anything, it may 7 5 3 ;E
be keeping you from earning a living. That is a 5
hefty price tag for your escapist activity. 4 5 6 8 £
When I say “escapist,” I mean you are finding L?D
these shows a welcome escape from problems. 8 7 g
I imagine their approximation of real life is part £
of what attracts you — look at the problems these 5 8 2 a
people have! Much more satisfying than an old 1 8 5 £
Western or sitcom, isn’t it? It’s good this is both- &
ering you, because it helps motivate change. So 5
start skipping shows and cut out ones you can 7 2 3 6 9 S
live without. Cut down gradually — it’s doable. (®) 214 3 E
Dear Dr. Brothers: I have a 25-year-old L— ©
daughter who has been adventurous ever since Diiculty Level * e
she could walk. She is a fearless type, always ;¢ is a logic-based num- [5]3]4]9]7[6]8[1]2
looking for the next natural high. Luckily, she has ber placement puzzle. 712|8|1|3|4|5|6|9|:
never gotten hurt, but this time she is in the Aus- The goal is to enter a num- 6/1/9|8|5/2|4|3|7]|
tralian Outback, and I have a bad feeling about it. ber 1-9. ineachcellinwhich 1/9/7(2|8|3|6|5|4
Would it be wrong to meet up with her there t0 o400 row, column and 3x3 |21 2121716151918 1
see how she is doing? She will be there for three regionmust contain only one 8/6/5]49/1]2/7/3
months. I am goipg crazy with worry. — I.B. instance of each numeral. S 3 ? g 1 g ; g g
Dear J.B.: It is great you have raised a fear- 7y, solution to the last 453|622 7]1 98]

less, adventurous daughter. Just think of the Sudoku puzzle is at right.
people whose fears dominate their lives, who
can’t get on a plane or speak in public. So, even
though you feel you had little to do with it, you Cry- to ui
have done a good job. However your daughter’s p q p
risk-taking has bothered you through the years,
you have given her enough latitude to follow up
on her inclination for adventure, and not tried to C TLMZ Q T JEMI O P C WTXP S M O
rein her in too much and break her spirit. It must
have been hard, so that shows that you have come
a long way — so don’t give in to panic now!

While your daughter is away, you have several WDHT Q JPoXVDIT WPJ Q Pl
choices: You can sit and worry about her; you
can make a vacation trip to the Outback for a few
days; or you can set up some kind of communica- S T S P Q , [PWH Q Q EPZW U
tion with her so she can let you know how she is
doing. There are ways to talk and see her on the
Internet, if she can make her way to an Internet L M W W E T V O P ] T V U M S T .
cafe; or you can text-message by phone, etc. You
should talk about these with your daughter and Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: NUMBER ONE POP
see what she is comfortable with. Then do some- §ONG WHICH IS ABOUT A GREAT PAINTER’S

thing to get through this! LASTING LEGACY: “MY ART WILL GO ON.”
(c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate

Bridge e steve Becker Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: J equals T

il(ltlllll;c?i?(llir\ﬁl(r;ﬁ'%lillc crossword ® Eugene SheffeI’
010642 ACROSS  39“Krazy  DOWN 11 Howls at
*J6 1 Potato — 1 Stitches the moon
west 1086 T 5 “Golly””  41Comic 2 Get 17 Lamb’s
3243 % s :{(88 .5 8 Unkempt Carvey ready, for dam
*eK8753 .2 one 42 9-Down’s short 19 Silver
*4 SOUTH +KQ9732 12 Gaelic territory 3 Addict salmon
AAKQ1063 language 45 Garden 4 Appoint 22 Homeric
v 13 E. Coast intruder as one’s epic
;28 109 ocean 49 Assume agent 24 Play-
g‘i‘ﬁ“ﬁddin‘%&est North  East 14 Spanish control 5 Fence thing
28 Pass  2NT  Pass hors 51 Father feature 25 “Hail!”
a Pass  3NT  Pass d’oeuvre (Fr.) 6 Greek 26 lllinois
Opening lead — four of clubs. 15Cry 52 State vowel city
Famous Hand 16 Subtract with 7 B.P.O.E. 27 About 1/3
. . 18 Evergreen certainty members ounce
This hand was played many years ago in a i 53 A 8 Flight 29 Mimi
board-a-match team event at the San Francisco 2 ype 9 ¢
. 0 Marble Gersh- between 30 Cushion
Regional. All over the room, declarer was mak- cake win floors 33 Former
ing four spades with an overtrick, losing a dia- patterns brother 9 Noted Attorney
mond and a club. There was no way the two los- 21 Light- 54 Ireland WWI General
ers could be avoided. At the few tables where six weight 55 Conks British Janet
spades was reached, the slam invariably went pith out officer 36 Tools for
down one. ) helmet 56 Water 10 October duels
But at one table a strange thing happened. South 53 gofore barrier birth- 38 Ocour
arrived at four spades on the bidding shown —and 54 Grasp 57 Require stone 40 Uncle
went down one! What’s more, we think quite a 28 Break Solutl ime: 27 mi (Sp.)
few other declarers would have gone down at suddenly olution time: 27 mins. 42 Slightly
four spades if they had encountered the same de- 34 Eggs 43 Sitarist
fense. 32 Wicker- Shankar
West led his singleton club, as did most of the work 44 Eager
other Wests, and dummy played the ten. But at willow 46 Present
this table, Lee Vernoff, unlike other Easts, did not 34 Book- 47 A Great
cover the ten with the queen. Instead, she played keeper Lake
the deuce! (Abbr.) 48 Tear in
Declarer, happy to have picked up an extra 35 Longings two
club trick, and finding himself in dummy, seized 37 Pay 50 Historic
the opportunity to lead the jack of diamonds and attention time

take a finesse.

West won with the king and, naturally enough, |1 |2 [3 |4
returned a diamond, which Vernoff trumped.
Back came a low club, West ruffing South’s ace.
It was trick number three for the defense.

Another diamond was returned. Declarer,
who by now realized that the club trick he had
gained at trick one was but a snare and a delu- -
sion, trumped with dummy’s nine of spades. But
it availed him naught as East overruffed with the
jack to score the defenders’ fourth trick. Thanks
to East’s Greek gift, South’s 11 tricks, which at
one point had grown to 12, shrank to nine.

In truth, South actually fell victim to his own
greed. Having gained a trick when the ten of
clubs held, he should have been content to draw
trumps, concede a diamond and call it a day. But
if he had, Vernoff’s imaginative play would have
gone unrewarded, and this delicious story could
not have been told.
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