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. Dear Dr. Brothers: My wife recently told me
Beetle Balley ® Mort Walker that at the last Christmas party, her boss tried to hit

on her! She said it was “no big deal” and laughed

YOL‘A1\'/{: ep it off. Now I want to punch this guy in the face!
DYNAMITE When I say she should find another job, she gets
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angry. I don’t want anybody taking advantage of o by King Fatros Synd

her, and at the very least feel I should confront " por o , , ,

this guy. How can I deal with this? — G.F. | can’t SIeep cause I”can t
Dear G.F.: I'll bet your wife is very sorry right hear the ocean.

now that she was so open — not with the boss, but

with her husband! You have failed to understand conceptis sudolcu ® Dave Green

things from her point of view, and your reaction
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has succeeded only in blowing everything out of
£ proportion. If you go and beat up the boss, there 8 3 7
ONLINE CONTEST. ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN 1980.: %27 will be bad consequences. You could be charged 9 6 5 |:
with assault, the boss will have a broken nose and =
Blondie ® Chic Young your wife will lose her job! I’'m sure you won’t do 5 1 3 g
anything foolish. Confronting the guy is a play- &
IN ABOUT L] [SIX MINUTES? WHAT AM I SUPPOSED ground maneuver with big-kid consequences. 426 8 517 1:
SIX MINUTES, 3 It is admirable that you feel so protective. But £
| she needs to step up and take whatever comes 5 8 3 9 4 ]
5[ WA from her ill-advised party flirtation with the boss =
if X 2| YY) CREATIVE GLY, G& —if she did anything to invite his advances, which 91 4 2 86 a
i | SWEETHEART... ; you don’t know and haven’t considered. Quitting 84 7 £
£ her job in this economy seems a bad idea, and =
H it is no wonder she is alarmed to have you sug- 3 5 4 &
i gest such a thing. You should let her handle ca- S
H 5 reer moves, and she probably will be more aware 3 O 4|z
< £ of appropriate boundaries in the future. But I L— ©
° 2 wouldn’t count on her confiding in you, if you Difficulty Level * e
............. ° : are i;oing to overrc?fact. So try;o be more low-key  7yisisa logic-based num- [6]3]1]8]2]5[4]7
. while being there for your wife. 8/2|/9(4|7|3|1|6
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne Dear Dr. Brothers: I work as a cashier at a b?;g?ggﬁj%iﬁg% oum- 181417]9]6/1]2[8
To T grocery store. I am always paired with this bag- 0 ; ; ; 3|/5|4|2|9|7[8|1
rToI LOE/@VEEE Y NoTH)Ne . RS g WiITH THE Pos5IBLE EXCEPTION ger who is the friendliest person in the world. He 522’,]5 rg)o:: ecc;ch;frlll;ZZ};z)cg 7/1]215/8/6]3|9
EN%L Aq;lp.l CAN STOP ) OF A BAD RAINSTORM doesn’t really bother anyone — until he brings up region mu,st containonlyone Z g g g ; g 2 i
Fhe year 2012. He’s convinced the 'world willend ;,c10nce of each numeral. 1715161412913
in two years, and once.he g?ts going, he doesn?t The solution to the last |4 9/6(1138|75
quit! It gets embarrassing. I've tried to not let it g, 70ku puzzle is at right. By Lo %3 A% 7

bother me, but it does. What makes a person be-
lieve this stuff? — C.H.
Dear C.H.: Your bagger friend very likely 3
doesn’t get a lot of stimulation from his job. You cryptoqulp
don’t mention whether he is a retiree, a mentally
challenged individual, a high-school kid or some-
one in between. But the fact that he is a bagger VNDM X “EIXY VXYE " LAYA
doesn’t mean he doesn’t have a rich fantasy life
— in fact, this kind of work might unleash creativ-

ity if there isn’t much to think about! At the same YDXKKO ZYXGDE X HDEEDYI

time, a bagger might socialize with the people in
A“HHH HH , , the grocery line. It makes the job more pleasant if
% shoppers are responsive and it fulfills his need for
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social stimulation, which we all need. JT RZD ZYDXW , WRLNI ND @

So, why does he think the world is going to
end? Why does he spout off to strangers? Chances
are, he believes the theory. He probably isdoing GRER] X OJHX TJAMIXRM?
the kind of spreading of the word people do when
they get sold on an idea. And what better way to Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SO AS NOT TO GET
make an impact than to take controversial beliefs A SPEEDING TICKET, I SCRIBBLED ON THE

and see how big a splash he can make? This may DASHBOARD THE LINE “KEEP OFF THE GAS.”
be his way of getting attention, and trying to find

people who share his concerns. ’ ; .
(c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals E
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Bridge e Steve Becker Crossword e Eugene Sheffer
§ SCHOOL STARTS YOU WILL
&, NEXT WEEK. SMILE AGAIN, HIL. North dealer. o ble ACROSS  34Typical DOWN 21“Phooey!”
3 THIS I PROMISE. NORTH | 1 Smooch dog’s 1—con- 22Addict
7 an%? 5 Light- name strictor 23 Record
H €163 switch 35Catcher’s 2 Coffee producer
2 *AQ } setting aid vessel Ertegun
5 oyt aGT " 8 Golf ball 36Environ- 3 Perched 25In shreds
oz V107432 vQlJe holders mentally 4 Filches 26 See 39-
B 108752 *Q4 ) :
H *]5 #K 109843 12Handel’'s friendly 5 Table Down
s SOUTH “Mes- 37Briny scraps 27Roller
7 3'& éo 64 siah,” e.g. 40— Lanka 6 “A pox coaster,
% $AKO 14 And 41 Arkin upon for one
S The biddin;7 62 others or thee!” 29 Primary
North ~ East  South  West (Abbr.) Alda 7 Ancestor 31Mafia
INT o Passo 34 Pass 15Aardvark 42Fast-firing 8 Afternoon  bigwig
64 ) ‘ 16 Emana- rifle service? 33 Marshall
SARE JELL Y T Opening lead — jack of clubs. tion 47 Heard 9 Needle Mathers’
: ) O REALLY, I' 17 Donke reveille case nom de
WHAT DO BLORG, I'VE HA HA H/q l -\ SIGHHH H-- SERIOUS. T EXAMINED Famous H.and ... . 18 With Y 48 M t 10Vi t
FOU THINK | EXAMINED HO HO : P 3 HIS BRAIN AND FOUND Let’s say — as an academic proposition and in- : ove 1o Iscounts  rap
OF THIS [ HIS BRAIN ‘ dependent of the hand on view — that you require almostno another superior 34 Monks
\’\EE HEE H S . effort country  11Doin 36 Diver
three tricks in a suit where dummy has J-x-x and , .
EE/ h A-K-9 20Grown-up 49 Appear 13Brewer’s Louganis
THAT'S A CLASSICN you have A-B.-7. . . 23Compe- 50Press kiln 37 Cutting
I NEVER GET TIRED The?re are only two sensible ways to play this tent for 19“Sad to tools
OF THAT ONE! combination. One is to cash the A-K, hoping to 24 cottish payment say, ..  38Lotion
find either opponent with the singleton or double- girl 51Hosiery  20Hearty additive
ton queen. The other is to lead low from dummy, 25Movie- mishap quaff 39 With
© planning to finesse the nine. This method suc- house Solution time: 27 mins 26-Down,
g ceeds when your right-hand opponent has both 28Compass ’ : War of
g | the queen and ten. dir. 1812
Mathematically, it is far better to try the double- 29The — batt.Ie site
: ® Ti finesse. The A-K will drop the queen only once in and 40 Whirl 1
Zits ° Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott every 10 attempts, while the double-finesse will g’e 43 Ostrich’s
D 5 e apas cousin
CONNIE: LETME ST TELL J T THINK Ve FVER L DONT THINK SuCACI(;JiCilrfte)0urteZil G;et;r:%?siguc; Switzerland was 30 Disen- 44Light
OUTHAT HOURSON JEREMY el | MET SUCH A POISED FOLITE TVE EVER MET THAT e e ot erla cumber brown
I CENTERED KID IN declarer in today’s deal from a match against Ita- 32| 45 Greek
5 AMAZING! AND KI? EITHER. | : ove ree
| y many years ago. He finessed the opening club hath owel
A~7 W WHOLE LIFE! — ) . vow
= lead unsuccessfully, won East’s club return with no 46 — U.S.
w the ace and drew trumps. He then cashed the K-A man ...” Pat. Off.
of hearts and ruffed a heart.
After ruffing a club in dummy, on which West 2 |3 9 [10 [i1
showed out, Besse was confronted by the prob-
lem of making three diamond tricks with the
combination discussed above.
£ He led the three of diamonds from dummy, but
8 after East followed with the four, Besse played

the A-K of diamonds, caught the queen and so

TMEAN,WHY |6 | made the slam.

HEBEING GREAT Why did Besse abandon the normal percentage

NITH OTHER play, which he was certainly aware of? Because

PEOPLEANDSGUCH| he realized that in this case finessing the nine
APAN INTHE could not win, and that his only real chance was
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1 SAW SANDI TODAY AND SHE
JUST RAVED ABOUT WHAT A
GREAT KID JEREMY |5

INASCONG
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to drop the doubleton queen.

Besse knew that East had started with exactly
two spades and six clubs, plus at least three hearts,
so East could not possibly have the Q-10-4 of
diamonds (which would give him 14 cards). His
only hope, therefore, was that East had started
with the Q-4 of diamonds.
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