
This bed bug scare really concerns me. If 
there is one thing I hate, it’s to have bugs of 
any kind in my house. I will chase one little fly 
all over the house with a fly swatter until I get 
him. I just can’t stand to have those dirty little 
critters landing on my food or on me. So you 
can understand that I would really be upset if I 
had bugs crawling around in my bed.

That’s why I was so interested in the email I 
received from Maxine Nelson a day or so ago. 
It said that she had a friend, or it might not 
have been Maxine’s friend, because she might 
have forwarded the email to me from another 
person. Anyway, this friend said that she had 
a friend whose son is an entomologist. This 
entomologist says that he feels we are getting 
bed bugs in the U.S. because of all the imports 
we get from other countries where people live 
with these insects every day and think nothing 
of it. He feels that the fabrics and clothing we 
import from these countries may be infested 
with these tiny creatures when they arrive 
here, because when bed bugs first hatch they 
are microscopic and we wouldn’t be able to 
see them. 

He suggest that when we first receive our 
clothing, we wash it and dry it in the dryer be-
fore we put it in our closet, and if we can’t 
wash it, we should put it in a hot dryer for at 
least 20 minutes.

This makes sense to me, and I think we are 
probably receiving some of these little guys in 
the boxes of other products we receive from 
foreign countries. I know this sounds like I 
am putting these other countries down, but if 
we are going to stop this outbreak, we have to 
be honest about where the insects are coming 
from. 

I remember when we used to laugh at my 
mother-in-law in past years. Every time we 
went out of town and started to check in to a 
motel, she wouldn’t let us agree to sign for the 
room until she had gone in and lifted up the 
sheets to check for bugs in the bed, to also see 
if the bathroom had been cleaned, and check 

the rugs for spots of strange unidentifiable 
stains. 

I imagine she got into this habit, because 
when she was a child in the 1920s, a lot of 
families had insects such as bed bugs and 
cockroaches in their homes. I can remember 
that my grandmother’s house had cockroaches 
in it. You seldom ever saw them during the 
daytime but if you went into the kitchen at 
night and turned on the light, those little guys 
were taking over the place. She thought noth-
ing of it, but it gave me the creeps. 

After Grandma died I was given her round 
pedestal dining room table. We moved it to our 
basement – thinking nothing of the fact that 
she had cockroaches. Well it wasn’t long until 
we started seeing an occasional roach upstairs 
in our home. Then, one night when we came 
home after dark and turned on the kitchen light, 
there were so many roaches in the kitchen that 
the kitchen cabinet appeared to be moving. 

The very next day I had the exterminator 
over there destroying those little monsters. 
It actually took six months of treatments to 
get rid of all of them. The exterminator said, 
“There is no shame in having cockroaches, 
the shame is in keeping them.” He turned over 
Grandma’s table and the bottom square ped-
estal support holding up the table was full of 
cockroach eggs. The exterminator said each 
one of those eggs contains thousands of tiny 
microscopic insects. He said it take quite a 
while before they get big enough that you can 
see them. 

This all brings to mind a little story I read in 
a book we were required to read in one of my 

college psychology classes, I believe it was, 
“I’m OK, You’re OK,” by Thomas A. Harris 
M.D. In this story, whenever this family had 
company come over to their house, the mother 
would always hand her daughter the coats and 
whisper to her, “Don’t lay the coats on the 
bed.” This went on for several years until final-
ly, the daughter asked her mother, “Why can’t 
we lay the coats on the bed.”  The mother said, 
“I don’t know, that’s what Mother always told 
me.” So the mother asked grandma, “Why did 
you always tell me not to lay the coats on the 
bed.” Well, Grandma said, “I don’ know, that’s 
what Mother always told me.” Finally, Grand-
ma asked Great-grandma, “Why wouldn’t you 
ever let me lay our company’s coats on our 
beds?” Great-grandma replied, “Well, back in 
those days, a lot of people had lice and I didn’t 
want their lice on our beds.”

It looks like we might have to get back to 
the habit of not laying the coats on the beds 
again, or maybe not even bringing them in the 
house. I guess we could put a coat rack on the 
front porch. 

Marj Brown has lived in Colby for 62 years 
and has spent a good deal of that time writing 
about people and places here. She says it’s one 
of her favorite things to do.
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We were visiting the granddaughter last 
week. Oh, and the daughters, too. They all live 
in Georgia.

I could write all day about how cute she is, 
but you’d be bored. Instead, a cautionary tale 
about visiting your city kin.

Not that Augusta, metro population 539,154, 
is a big city, but it is a Top 100 market (No. 95 
in the U.S.). And more than 200 times larger 
than Oberlin, where we live.

Crime is more of an issue. Burglary is not 
a rare occurrence, but more of a statistic, or a 
way of life. 

So when the kids moved from a smaller 
house in a supposedly better neighborhood to 
a bigger one near downtown, they got an alarm 
system. Why they needed one when they have 
two huge dogs – one of whom starts barking 
when a stranger is a block away – is beyond 
me, but they do like their electronics.

Anyway, the alarm took some getting used 
to, they say. Us, too.

On arrival, we were instructed not to go out 
without disarming the alarm. Taught the secret 
code that would silence it. Reminded that it 
would be armed at night.

The next morning, Cynthia the morning 
person was up before the household. The dogs 
wanted out. Wanting to let the kids sleep, she 

let them. The alarm sounded. She could not re-
member the code. The kids got up.

I slept through the whole thing, but got a 
blow by blow later.

A couple of days later, though, we were 
reading on the screened-in porch – it’s still 
September down here – when Cynthia decided 
to turn in, leaving me to do some editing.

Sometime after midnight, I decided to call 
it a night. I realized what had happened when 
I opened the living-room door and the lights 
were all out. 

“Skreeeeeeeeeeeeee. Open door. Front 
porch. Skreeeeeeeeeeeeee.”

I remembered the code, ran for the control-
ler at the back door, punched in the numbers. 
Nothing. 

“Skreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee.”’
Felicia ambled down the steps, rubbing her 

eyes and laughing when I explained.

“You have to hit ‘off,’ Daddy.”
Well, nobody told me that.
When we arrived, I was instructed not to go 

out at night unaware. Children, we lived in the 
city for 10 years. Give us a break. 

Of course, we both got robbed during that 
time…. So, when we wanted to go for a twi-
light walk, we took the aforementioned dogs. 
One is a huge Lab, the other, half rottweiler 
and half something else, either great Dane or 
maybe wolf.

I soon learned that if someone was near the 
sidewalk, you should not let your dog head 
their way. It causes panic.

We passed two guys with a black Explorer, 
the same car the kids drive. The Lab just natu-
rally tried to get in and go for a ride. The men 
jumped, but I explained that a good licking 
was the worst fate they faced. Then the other 
dog came around the front of their truck.

“Oh, you must feed that one steak,” one of 
them said.

“Anything he wants,” I replied. “Anything 
he wants.”

Steve Haynes is editor and publisher of The 
Colby Free Press and president of Nor’West 
Newspapers. In his spare time, whenever that 
is, he like to ride and watch trains.

Burglar alarm tough for Grandpa

When discussions at the recent Kansas Economic Policy 
Conference turned to public education’s role in workforce de-
velopment, it was only natural that the state’s community col-
leges took center stage.

The state’s 19 community colleges are attracting more stu-
dents who are preparing to transfer to four-year institutions as 
well as students who are seeking training in specific fields that 
will lead directly to well-paying jobs. With statewide enroll-
ments that rose about 5 percent last year and 3.3 percent this 
fall, community colleges are an important post-secondary op-
tion for many students.

However, the discussions at the panel discussion at Kansas 
University also identified some areas that need improvement 
in the state’s “seamless” education system.…

What may look like program duplication, Dale Reed associ-
ate dean of educational services at Seward County Commu-
nity College said, often is simply an effort to meet specific 
demands. For instance, he said, a welding program at Butler 
County Community College near Wichita may focus on air-
craft welding while one in southwest Kansas might focus on 
skills needed in the oil and gas industry.

Community colleges across the state also are training people 
for a variety of high-demand jobs in medical fields. And, be-
cause of their lower tuition, Reed said, community colleges are 
becoming a popular choice for students who want to complete 
one or two years of college work before moving to a more ex-
pensive state university.

However, both Reed and Jacqueline Vietti, president of But-
ler County Community College in El Dorado, noted that many 
new high school graduates require remedial – “developmen-
tal” is the new preferred term – courses to prepare them for 
college classes.

Responding to a question Thursday, Vietti noted that K-12 
schools perhaps needed to place less emphasis on tests and 
more on the learning process and pointed to what she saw as “a 
disconnect between ACT scores and the preparedness of stu-
dents” coming to Butler County.

In a later interview, she acknowledged that 65 percent of re-
cent high school graduates coming to her school require devel-
opmental work in math, English or reading. However, she also 
said she is encouraged by the work her school is doing with 
the Wichita school district to identify and correct educational 
deficiencies, as well as the work of the Kansas P-20 Education 
Council, which is charged with creating a seamless system of 
education from pre-school through graduate school or jobs in 
the state.

School districts across the state should be concerned to learn 
of the high percentage of their high school graduates that ap-
parently aren’t prepared for post-secondary classes. Communi-
ty colleges are an important cog in the state’s higher education 
system, but they, as well as the state’s four-year universities, 
would be able to do an even better job with students who don’t 
have to play catch-up.

– Lawrence Journal-World, via The Associated Press

To handle bugs, take a lesson from past
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Write us
   

  The Colby Free Press encourages Letters to the Editor on any 
topic of general interest. Letters should be brief, clear and to the 
point. They must be signed and carry the address and phone number 
of the author.

Where to write, call
   
   U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart 
Senate Office Building, Washington, 
D.C. 20510.  (202) 224-4774
   U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 
Hart Senate Office Building, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20510.  (202) 224-6521
   U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2202 Ray-
burn House Office Building, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20515.  (202) 225-2715 or 
Fax (202) 225-5124

• Along the
   Sappa

Steve
Haynes

• Marj’s
   Snippets

Marj
Brown


