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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

DEAR GENERAL HALFTRACK,
I'VE BEEN IN THE ARMY
A LONG TIMENOWAND I'D

LIFE AS A FREE CIVILIAN.
YOURS TRULY,

Beetle Bad%,

LIKE TO GET OUT ANDENJOY
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PEAR BEETLE BAILEY,

ME, ToO!
SINCERELY,

Sen Halyrack.

Dear Readers: With the holiday season around
the corner, here are a few tips for LADDER
SAFETY when decorating or doing repair work:

* If you are in front of a closed door, make sure
you lock it so someone doesn’t open the door!

* Read the warning label attached to your lad-
der for height and weight limits BEFORE you get
on it. These are listed for a reason, so please take
them into consideration.

* Inspect the rungs of the ladder to make sure
they’re clean, dry and sturdy.

e Make sure that the ladder is on level, firm

never have to look for a twist-tie, and it is always
the right length. — .M. in California
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“The year 1988 is in this
HISTORY book!”

Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green
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MOUTHWASH REFILL .
Dear Heloise: My husband has his own small cryptoqulp
bottle of mouthwash that I refill from a large
money-saving size. I removed the small bottle’s
and put on a “pull type” spout from a bottle of RFDKH F LKZOLSSE UFHCHT

water. — Barbara May, Martinsburg, W.Va.
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Dear Heloise: When parking in a space facing
an office building or shop with a reflective win-
dow, I use the opportunity to do a quick visual
check of my car’s blinkers and lights, etc. Oc-
casionally I can check my rear brake lights and
blinkers this way as well. — Anna, via e-mail
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Bridge e steve Becker

1. Many players think that if
declarer were allowed to see all four

With the opponents holding Q-x-x-x in the suit,
East will be dealt x-x in 20.35 deals out of 100
and Q-x-x in 18.65 deals out of 100.

The proper percentage play, therefore, is to go
up with the king because it is slightly more likely
to be the winning play. This is simply another
way of expressing the oft-quoted adage “eight
ever, nine never.”

However, as noted above, the theoretical ad-
vantage of playing to drop the queen rather than
finesse is only very slight. Almost any clue that
might indicate that West is somewhat more likely
to have been dealt a singleton than a doubleton
should induce you to finesse rather than play for
the queen to fall.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF FORMER SENATOR
BOB SUPPORTS SOMEBODY FINANCIALLY,
COULDYOU SAY THAT PERSON IS ON THE DOLE?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals A

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer
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[T g Answer to No. 1: Ruff the heart jack with the 25 Satan’s 1 Periodi- digital speech
Z g four and overruff it with dummy’s five. Then forte cal, for 19 Scout 40 Queued
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