
Dr. Daniel Thomson, a third-generation bovine vet-
erinarian, was the guest speaker on Nov. 1 at an event 
sponsored by the Collegiate Kansas Farm Bureau group 
at Colby Community College. 

Thomson, whose topic was “Animal 
Welfare in a First-World Country,” spoke 
for students at 1 p.m. and again that evening 
for the public. In addition to serving as a 
Jones Professor of Production Medicine 
and Epidemiology at Kansas State Univer-
sity, Thomson speaks to hundreds of cattle 
industry groups about improving animal 
health and welfare.

Thomson told the audience that the meat 
industry is under attack. He believes the over-
arching mission of the Humane Society of the 
United States and People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals, known as PETA, is to do away with animal 
meat products. 

He said there is a misperception regarding the mis-
sion of the Humane Society of the United States. Al-
though most people believe the majority of donations 
go to local shelters, he says that is not the case.

“The Humane Society donated less money to local 
shelters last year than they paid in bonuses to their 
executives,” he said.

According to Thomson, the main mission of PETA 
is to raise money.

“PETA raises money, drives the vegan movement and 
encourages Americans to abolish animal agriculture,” 
said Thomson. “The group’s purpose is to refine, reduce 
and then replace animal protein.”

He told the audience animal welfare is not an agri-

culture issue; it is an issue of feeding Americans. The 
number of people who list ranching and farming as an 
occupation has decreased significantly.

“Fifty years ago, 50-60 percent listed 
farming as their occupation,” said Thomson. 
“Today, that number is 2 percent. That means 
two farmers feed 100 people.”

“The average food cost in China amounts 
to 34 percent of their income. It is 32 percent 
in India and 28 percent in Russia. The aver-
age in the United States is just 6 percent.”

Thomson talked about why he is so in-
volved in promoting the cattle industry.

“It is about protecting a way of life,” he 
said. “First, we must understand that there 
will always be bad actions by some people 

in the ag industry. We need to identify those people 
and improve on a day-to-day basis. Producers need to 
get involved in politics and interact face-to-face with 
our consumers.

“Producers are facing a lack of trust. They need to 
instill trust in consumers and be prepared for govern-
ment assessment.”

Thomson encouraged young people to get involved 
in organizations that represent the industry through 
positive and proactive initiatives to improve animal 
health and welfare. He commended them for participat-
ing in the Collegiate Farm Bureau organization.

“We need to be proud of what we do,” said Thomson. 
“Two percent of Americans are feeding 100 percent. 
It’s a noble profession that we must protect and pro-
mote.”
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Careerfor a
NEW

CAREER
The Colby Free Press is looking for a
FULL-TIME ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE
to sell advertising for Nor’West Newspapers

40 hour work week with occasional
nights and weekends Computer skills
with Excel, Photoshop, InDesign and
Acrobat helpful but not necessary.
Must have good communication skills,
excellent customer service skills, and
attention to detail. Send a letter to:
Steve Haynes, Publisher, 155 W. Fifth
St., Colby, Kansas, 67701. Or email:
s.haynes@nwkansas.com

CareerLooking for a new

Colby Free Press • 155 W. Fifth • 785.462. 3693

The Colby Free Press is looking for a
Full-time Advertising Executive
to sell advertising for Nor’West Newspapers

40 hour work week with occasional nights and weekends.

Computer skills with Excel, Photoshop, InDesign, 

and Acrobat helpful but not necessary.

Must have good communication skills, excellent 

customerservice skills with attention to detail.

155 W. Fifth St.
785.462.3963

Come join our Team!

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, November 13th

3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

It’s a community affair!
Pop in and visit with Gary.  We would like to see

our old friends and make some new ones!

Fairview Estates Retirement Community
Independent & Assisted Living

1630 Sewell Ave. • Colby • (785) 462-2154
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70Stop by for
refreshments
& tour our new 
assisted living 
apartments.

Colby Cinema
1935 S. Range • 785-460-9600

www.colbycinema.com
Winner of 2 movie passes

todd barroWs

noW sHoWinG
Nov.5th - Nov.11th

saW 3d

R  1 Hour, 30 Minutes

Friday & Saturday  7:00 & 8:45
Sunday -Thursday 7:00

CominG soon
Secretariat
Harry Potter

Paranormal Activity 2

* starting nov. 2nd *

Free Ticket Tuesday
Buy One get One Free Admission

(exclusions will apply)

Starring: Cary Elwes; Tobin Bell

meGamind

PG 1 Hour, 36 Minutes

Starring: Brad Pitt,Tina Fye,
and Will Ferrel

digital/3d Cinema

Friday & Saturday  7:00 & 8:45
Sunday -Thursday 7:00

Please
Recycle!

785.426.7482

 fun!

2010 Annual Hospice Event

Saturday evening, November 13th
Comfort Inn Convention Center in Colby

5:30 p.m. ~ Social Hour

6:00 p.m. ~ Dinner
7:00 p.m. ~ Live Auction

Dance to follow with music from the 80s with Paul B. Heskett

Social hour sponsored by 
F & M Insurance Store and Peoples State Bank

Please present ticket at the door.

Just Wanna
have

To purchase tickets call 785-462-3305 Ask for Coleena or Radonda

Looking for one place to get 
answers to your questions about 

government benefi ts and services? 
USA.gov has you covered. It’s your 
offi cial source for government 

information. 
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DEBBIE SCHWANKE/ Colby Community College
Colby Community College nursing student Joel Busi donated blood during the Red Cross drive 
Nov. 4 at the Student Union. Busi is a first-year nursing student from Grand Lake, Colo. Nursing 
students help with the Red Cross Blood Drive each year. Instructor Tina Schrick said 69 units 
were collected during the four-hour event.

Doesn’t hurt a bit

Santa to be guest at party
to get ‘aqua’inted with pool

D. Thomson

Animal-welfare expert visits college

By Vera Sloan
Colby Free Press

vsloan@nwkansas.com

It’s getting close to the time of 
year when you can expect Santa 
to pop up in many places, and he 
is scheduled to stop by the Colby 
Community College pool from 2 to 
4 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 5.

The college pool advisory 
committee is sponsoring a “Get 
‘Aqua’inted to the Pool” event for 
area families. Everyone is invited 
stop by, meet with Santa and swim 
free. One goal is to generate more 
traffic, and more revenue, for the 
pool.

“This will be a fun event to en-
courage more people to make use of 
the pool,” said Dr. Keegan Nichols, 
vice president of student affairs and 
chair of a committee formed earlier 
this year to enhance the future of the 

pool. “The pool is a wonderful asset 
for the college and the community. 
However, there is a significant cost 
associated with maintaining and 
heating the near-Olympic size 
pool.”

She said the committee has been 
developing a three-year strategic 
plan, including a budget and mar-
keting. The plan will be presented to 
the college board next month.

“The subcommittees are work-
ing on ways to enhance the pool’s 
financial viability,” Nichols said, 
“and we are hoping everyone will 
take advantage of this opportunity to 
meet with Santa before the holiday 
rush and take time to relax and use 
the pool.”

Refreshments will be provided. 
The pool is on the east side of the 
gymnasium on campus.

Regular pool hours are: 
Lap swimming: 5 to 7 a.m., 

11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday; 5 to 
9 a.m., 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tues-
day; 5 to 7 a.m., 11:30 to 1 p.m. 
Wednesday; 5 to 9 a.m., 11:30 to 1 
p.m. Thursday; 5 to 7 a.m., 11:30 to 
2 p.m. Friday.

Open swimming hours are 4 to 
7 p.m. Monday and Thursday; 4 to 
8 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday; and 1 to 6 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday.

Admission is $3. An individual 
pass is $45 per month; a family 
pass is $90. Hours are available by 
calling 460-5476 or online at www.
colbycc.edu.

Pool committee members include 
Brad Bennett, Bob Clark, Sondra 
Finley, Lon Frahm, Chris Gardner, 
Faye Goeken, Barry Kaaz, Keegan 
Nichols, Maxine Nelson, pool man-
ager Kipp Nelson, Tiffany Shaw, 
Vera Sloan and Dawn Stephens.

Business instructors learn at conference
Business instructors at the college 

were on the other side of the desk 
at the Kansas Business Education 
Association’s conference in Wichita 
on Oct. 14 and 15.

Brad Bennett and Diane Wil-
liams joined business teachers from 
across the state in interactive train-
ing in social networking, Moodle 
learning programs, QuickBooks, 

tools for the 21st century, Web 2.0 
in the classroom, attracting and 
keeping students, using video-game 
design, personal finance, iLife 09, 
and using cascading style sheets to 
create web pages in Dreamweaver.

The opening session featured 
speaker Tammy Worcester. In 
breakout sessions, the teachers 
learned about telephone etiquette, 

the Kansas Career Pipeline, career 
clusters and pathways, technology 
tips, tricks and tools, digital media, 
cell phones in the classroom and 
Microsoft Office 10.

The association includes business 
and technology teachers from more 
than 120 colleges, universities, 
technical schools, high schools and 
middle schools. 


