
By John Hanna
AP Political Writer

TOPEKA – Attorney General-
elect Derek Schmidt promised 
Tuesday that within days of taking 
offi ce, he’ll bring Kansas into a le-
gal challenge of the federal health 
care law passed earlier this year.

Schmidt said during an inter-
view with the Associated Press 
that he’s already consulting with 
other state attorneys general about 
existing lawsuits in federal courts. 
A Republican, he takes offi ce Jan. 
10.

“It’s going to happen very 
quickly after I assume offi ce,” he 
said. “It will be measured in days 
at the outside.”

Schmidt, the Kansas Senate’s 
majority leader, unseated in-
cumbent Steve Six, an appointed 
Democrat who’d refused to have 
Kansas join other states in chal-
lenging the health care law. For 
Schmidt and other critics of the 
law, a key issue is its requirement 
that most Americans buy health 
insurance or face penalties, start-
ing in 2014.

Schmidt said he’s most likely 
to try to join a case pending in 
Florida, involving 20 other states. 
Virginia has fi led its own lawsuit.

He said he hasn’t made a deci-
sion but could have an announce-
ment before he’s sworn in.

Six has said the law doesn’t 
violate the U.S. Constitution and 
maintained that pursuing a chal-
lenge would be a waste of the 
state’s time and money.

And Timothy Jost, a professor 
at Washington and Lee University 
law school in Virginia, said Tues-
day that even if the federal law is 
struck down, Kansas loses nothing 
by staying out of any challenge.

“There’s no legal reason to get 
involved at all. No court is going 
to hold that the law is unconstitu-
tional in 20 states and not in the 
rest of them,” Jost said. “The only 
question is if Kansas has money to 
burn.”

But Schmidt said Kansas’ in-
volvement is at least symbolically 
important, especially if a majority 
of states challenge the law.

In Ohio, Attorney General-elect 
Mike DeWine, also a Republican, 

has promised to have his state join 
others in challenging the law. He 
defeated Democratic incumbent 
Richard Cordray, who resisted a 
legal challenge.

“It’s really not about health 
care,” Schmidt said. “It’s about 
the constitutional limits on the 
power, scope and cost of the fed-
eral government.”

Jost argued that Congress’ con-
stitutional power to regulate inter-
state commerce allows it to regu-
late health insurance. He said the 
mandate ensures that the health 
insurance market will work fol-
lowing other changes, such as a 
ban on denying coverage to peo-
ple with a pre-existing medical 
condition.

“Getting involved in these cases 
would be a bad decision from a 
policy perspective and a legal per-
spective,” Jost said. “The question 
comes down to whether this is a 
good political decision.”

Schmidt said he expects Kansas 
to spend only a few thousand dol-
lars on a legal challenge, if that. 
However, the outcome could de-
fi ne the relationship between the 

states and the federal government 
for a generation.

“A great number of Americans 
believe that the federal govern-
ment’s reach has extended beyond 
what the Constitution allows, and 
that’s why so many citizens, so 
many states, have begun to push 
back,” he said. “It is a fi ght worth 
fi ghting.”

Schmidt also said he doesn’t see 
a challenge of the health-care law 
distracting him or the offi ce from 
its other duties.

“It is possible to walk and chew 
gum at the same time, and we will 
do that,” he said.

He received 55 percent of the 
vote in what became the fi rst elec-
tion since 1964 the GOP swept all 

statewide and congressional races 
in Kansas.

The issue was a big deal in the 
election, with outside groups on 
both sides spending a lot of mon-
ey for ads. An Iowa group, the 
American Future Fund, ran televi-
sion ads attacking Six over health 
care, with its spending appearing 
to approach $1 million by late 
October. A group fi nanced largely 
by the Democratic Attorneys Gen-
eral Association spent $889,000 
through late October, mostly on 
ads praising Six on other issues.

Schmidt said few voters could 
have been unaware of the debate 
over challenging the health care 
law, adding that “Kansans spoke 
clearly.”

National Weather Service
Tonight: Mostly clear, with a 

low around 24. Calm wind be-
coming south between 5 and 10 
mph. 

Thursday: Sunny, with a high 
near 58. Breezy, with a south 
wind between 10 and 20 mph. 

Thursday Night: Clear, with 
a low around 26. South wind 5 
to 15 mph becoming west. 

Friday: Sunny, with a high 
near 56. North wind between 5 
and 10 mph. 

Friday Night: A chance of 
drizzle or freezing drizzle after 
midnight. Patchy fog after mid-
night. Otherwise, mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 28. 

Saturday: A chance of drizzle 
or freezing drizzle before 9 a.m. 
Patchy fog before 9 a.m. Other-
wise, partly sunny, with a high 
near 47. 

Saturday Night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 25. 

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 50. 

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 28. 

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 44. 

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 24. 

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 42.

Monday: High, 50; Low 23
Tuesday: High, 57; Low 29
Precip: Monday 0.00 inches
 Tuesday 0.02 inches
 Month: 0.21 inches
 Year:   18.00 inches
 Normal:  19.95 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 7:31 a.m. 5:27 p.m.

(U.S. Naval Observatory)
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Weather
Corner

Thursday Evening November 18, 2010
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC Charlie Brown Grey's Anatomy Private Practice Local Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live

KBSL/CBS Big Bang Dad Says CSI: Crime Scene The Mentalist Local Late Show Letterman Late

KSNK/NBC Community 30 Rock Office Outsource The Apprentice Local Tonight Show w/Leno Late

KSAS/FOX Bones Fringe Local

Cable Channels
A & E The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48

AMC Hidalgo Wild Wild West

ANIM Blue Planet Blue Planet Blue Planet Blue Planet Blue Planet

BRAVO Real Housewives Real Housewives Real Housewives Happens The Fashion Show Happens

CMT The Dukes of Hazzard The Whole Nine Yards Redneck Smarter Smarter

CNN Parker Spitzer Larry King Live Anderson Cooper 360 Larry King Live

COMEDY Ugly Amer Futurama Futurama Futurama Ugly Amer South Pk Daily Colbert Tosh.0 Tosh.0

DISC Oddities Oddities Double Life Double Life Oddities Oddities Double Life

DISN Charlie & Chocolate Deck Deck Phineas Phineas Hannah Hannah

E! Soup Pres Soup Pres Kardashian Married Married Chelsea E! News Chelsea

ESPN College Football SportsCenter NFL Live NFL Live

ESPN2 College Basketball College Basketball E:60 MMA Live

FAM Mean Girls Cheaper by the Dozen The 700 Club My Wife My Wife

FOOD Iron Chef America Iron Chef America Food Meat Chopped Iron Chef America

FX Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Sunny League Sunny League Terriers

HGTV First First Crashers Property House Hunters Hunters House Crashers Property

HIST UFO Files Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Apoc- PA. Apoc- PA. UFO Files

LIFE Her Sister's Keeper The Fairy Jobmother The Fairy Jobmother How I Met How I Met Frasier Frasier

MTV Pranked Megadrive MTV Special Pranked Megadrive Bully The Ride Fantasy Fantasy

NICK My Wife My Wife Chris Chris Lopez Lopez The Nanny The Nanny The Nanny The Nanny

SCI Destination Truth Destination Truth Fact or Faked Destination Truth Fact or Faked

SPIKE Gangland TNA Wrestling TNA ReACTION Son Beach Son Beach

TBS Legally Blonde Office Office Conan Lopez Tonight

TCM The Naked Maja On the Beach Angel-Red

TLC Police- Dallas Police- Dallas Pawn Pawn Police- Dallas Pawn Pawn

TNT NBA Basketball NBA Basketball

TOON Total Scooby Adventure Regular King/Hill King-Hill Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Delocated Amer. Dad

TRAV Man, Food Man, Food Carnivore Man, Food Mysteries-Museum Extreme Pig Outs Carnivore Man, Food

TV LAND Sanford Sanford Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne

USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Burn Notice White Collar Psych

VH1 Saturday Night Live Saturday Night Live Saturday Night Live Saturday Night Live One-Hit Wndrs

WGN WWE Superstars How I Met How I Met Just Shoo Just Shoo Scrubs Scrubs WWE Superstars

Premium Channels
HBO The Box 24/7 Bored Cathouse: Menage

MAX Public Enemies Rush Zane's Sex Chron.

SHOW Everybody Bangkok Dangerous Dexter Next Stop Single Kiss and Tail
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Friday Evening November 19, 2010
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC Supernanny Primetime: What 20/20 Local Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live

KBSL/CBS Medium CSI: NY Blue Bloods Local Late Show Letterman Late

KSNK/NBC School Pride Dateline NBC Harmony Local Tonight Show w/Leno Late

KSAS/FOX House The Good Guys Local

Cable Channels
A & E Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds

AMC Jeepers Creepers The Walking Dead Jeepers Creepers

ANIM I Was Bitten River Monsters Fatal Attractions River Monsters Fatal Attractions

BRAVO Matchmaker A Knight's Tale The Legend of Zorro

CMT The Dukes of Hazzard Chr Michaels Strictest Parents Chr Chr Smarter Smarter

CNN Parker Spitzer Larry King Live Anderson Cooper 360 Larry King Live

COMEDY Loni Love: America's Dave Chappelle Dane Cook ISo. Aaron Karo: The Rest Benson Tosh.0

DISC Swamp Loggers Swamp Loggers Storm Chasers Swamp Loggers Swamp Loggers

DISN Hannah Montana Shake it Shake it Wizards Wizards Fish Hook Fish Hook Fish Hook Fish Hook

E! Married Married Kendra Kendra The Soup Fashion Chelsea E! News Chelsea

ESPN NBA Basketball NBA Basketball SportsCenter

ESPN2 College Basketball College Football NFL Live

FAM Melissa Melissa Melissa Melissa Melissa Melissa The 700 Club My Wife My Wife

FOOD Chopped Diners Diners Food The Best Thanksg'ing Diners Diners

FX Lara Croft Tmb Ex-Girlfriend Sons of Anarchy

HGTV Property Property Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters

HIST Modern Marvels Modern Marvels Jobsite Gangland Modern Marvels

LIFE Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba The Fairy Jobmother Reba Reba

MTV The Challenge: Cutth Megadrive Megadrive Dawn of the Dead Dawn of the Dead

NICK iCarly Big Time Lopez Lopez G. Martin The Nanny The Nanny The Nanny The Nanny

SCI WWE SmackDown! Sanctuary Stargate Universe Sanctuary

SPIKE Marquardt vs. Okami Ways Die Ways Die Entourage Entourage Ways Die Ways Die

TBS Grinch Shrek Dr. Seuss' The Cat in the Hat Glory Daze

TCM The Last Wave Gallipoli Picnic-Hanging

TLC What Not to Wear What Not to Wear Homemade Millionaire What Not to Wear Homemade Millionaire

TNT The Bucket List The Bucket List Tombstone

TOON Titan Generator Star Wars Titan King/Hill King-Hill Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Amer. Dad Amer. Dad

TRAV Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures

TV LAND Sanford Sanford Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne

USA National Treasure House The Golden Compass

VH1 Michaels Celebrity Scandals Kid Rock Wld Stage Rock of Love, Bret Rock

WGN Chris Chris How I Met How I Met Just Shoo Just Shoo Scrubs Scrubs South Pk South Pk

Premium Channels
HBO Couples Retreat Dennis Miller Avatar

MAX Mod Squad The Fourth Kind Fast & Furious

SHOW Weeds The Big C Push Strikeforce Chall.
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LOCAL TV LISTINGS
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Are you looking 
for a good job?
Recent college grads 

welcome! 

The Colby Free Press is looking for 
a full-time advertising executive to 
sell advertising for Nor’West 
Newspapers.  The work week would 
be 40 hours with occasional evening 
and weekend duties.  Computer 
skills with Excel, Photoshop, 
inDesign, and Acrobat helpful but 
not necessary.  Must have good 
communication skills, and excellent 
customer service skills with 
attention to detail.  Send a letter 
and resume to Steve Haynes, 
publisher, at 155 W. Fifth St., Colby, 
Kansas., 67701 or s.haynes@
nwkansas.com. This could be the 
job you’ve been looking for. 

155 W. 5th • Colby, KS 67701 • 785-462-3963

year, she switched to piano, 
which she has played since she 
was young.

Akers said the orchestra wel-
comes all musicians 12 or older, 
but the music isn’t for begin-
ners. 

“It’s a wonderful way to ex-
pose kids to music,” she added. 

For adults, Akers said, the or-
chestra is a great place to rehone 
lost musical skills. 

Rehearsals begin each Sep-
tember from 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
Mondays in the Colby Commu-
nity College band room.

also as a contiguous county to 
Sherman and Cheyenne, in spite 
of the fact Thomas lost around 
77,000 acres to hail.

The July 12 storm damaged 
about 35,000 acres in central 
Thomas County. Some of the 
same fi elds had been hit by hail 
the year before, and some were a 

total loss. 
Greeley County also was de-

clared a disaster area. Bordering 
counties, even across state lines, 
are also eligible for assistance. 
These include Decatur, Gove, 
Hamilton, Logan, Rawlins, Sheri-
dan, Sherman, Wallace and Wichi-
ta in Kansas, as well as Cheyenne, 
Kiowa and Prowers in Colorado.

Sloan said anyone with ques-

tions can call his offi ce at 462-
7671, or go to fsa.usda.gov.

Incoming attorney general to join lawsuit

Orchestra to perform
in Colby on Sunday

County declared disaster area

Kansas City man
finds urban alligator

From “DISASTER,” Page 1

From “ORCHESTRA,” Page 1

KANSAS CITY (AP) – A Kan-
sas City, Kan., man says he got 
quite a surprise when he found a 
plastic bag on his street that con-
tained a 3-foot alligator.

But animal control offi cers say 
it’s nothing new. They say they 
fi nd a couple of alligators each 
year, usually after someone dis-
cards them when they get too big.

JaBond Warrior found the live 
reptile Saturday at a spot near his 

house where other things had been 
dumped in the past.

Animal control offi cers took the 
alligator to an animal shelter in 
Kansas City, Kan., where it likely 
will be given to an area zoo.

KCTV reports that even baby 
alligators can be dangerous, and it 
gets worse as the reptiles get old-
er. Warrior says he’s glad he found 
the animal before something bad 
happened.


