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Dear Dr. Brothers: How can my sister be so
thoughtless? She refuses to supply her beautiful
young boy with a brother or sister, saying one

/
HES ;ﬁso/u?fgsyéu @&;@? ﬁé%* child is enough! For her! How can she not think
WALKER | about her poor, lonely son and what this will do -
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“Yep, that’s the same way it turned
out when Daddy read it last night.”

to him? How will he learn social skills by him-
self? It’s not like she can’t afford it. My sister
and I are lucky enough to be extremely well off.
Please help me set her straight. - W.F.

Dear W.E.: I hate to be the bearer of bad tid-
ings, but if anyone needs to be set straight, it
might be you! Obviously you love your sister and
nephew, to be so concerned with their lives and
his welfare. But not enough socialization? That’s
where aunts come in! You can introduce him to
educational and cultural opportunities where he
can meet other children. So can his parents. You
don’t mention a husband, but if your sister is a
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fare well without siblings, according to those who 4 8
study family dynamics. In fact, Ohio State Uni-
versity did a study of 13,000 middle- and high- 1
school students — a sizable population — and found
that only children were chosen as friends justas | & 6|4
often as kids with siblings. An earlier study had L—
shown that kindergarteners without sibs had more ~ Diieulty Level ok
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difficulty with social skills, but these were rated  7y,;¢ is a logic-based num- [1]5]3[9]2]6]4]8
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§ Dear S.W.: It’s sad when you think you’ve got
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You know if you can cope with a lively, energetic
dog, or one that lies around all day. By the same
token, the dog should be given behavior tests
by the shelter to assess its readiness to fit into a
household. Sometimes a shelter is told the dog is
well-behaved, and doesn’t know the pet actually
has never lived indoors. As with anything, it’s let
the buyer — or adopter — beware. Your children
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é A moment of thought would have told East that 8
he was handing South the contract by returning a
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% sary to defeat the contract. In the actual case, the 40
heart shift would have put South down one. West [45 [46
would signal with the seven on the ace, and East
would then continue with the queen and another %0
heart to put a quick end to the proceedings. 53
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