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New coach begins season

By Andy Heintz
Colby Free Press
aheintz@nwkansas.com

Jerad Johnson began his first
year as head of the Colby High
Eagles’ basketball program this
week, the third coach in three
years for a boys program that fin-
ished 7-14 last year.

The boys began practice on
Monday at the high school gym-
nasium. Johnson is a long-time as-
sistant coach of the Eagles’ varsity
football team and played football
at Kansas State University.

The coach follows Jon McKee,
who resigned last spring, saying
he wanted to spend more time
working on the farm. The new
coach was hired in April.

Like McKee, Johnson is a non-
teaching coach who works part
time. A Colby native, he is a crop
consultant for Tubbs Ag.

Johnson has a handful of se-
niors and juniors who saw a lot of
varsity time last season, including
seniors Corbin Stephens, Spencer
Tubbs, Kale Arnberger and An-
drew Ketchum and junior Braden
Sager.

Stephens was the team’s leading
scorer, averaging over 11 points
per game. Some highlights from
his junior year include scoring 19
points on six-for-nine shooting
in the Eagles’ 56-47 victory over
Oberlin. The senior hit scored 17
in a49-42 win over St. Francis and
a 68-63 overtime win at Hoxie.

Stephens’ multitude of skills on
offense make him a headache for
opposing defenses. He is capable
knocking down three pointers and
mid-range jumpers, but he also
can score on dribble-drives to the
basket and reverse layups. His
combination of speed, size and
strength allows him to play guard
or forward.

Tubbs, a 6-foot-7 post player,
started part of the time last year.
He was second on the team in
blocks and played a large role in
Colby’s win over Hoxie, scoring
13 points on 6-of-9 shooting and
making some critical shots toward
the end of the game.

Arnberger was an off-and-on
starter. The highlight of his season
came against St. Francis when he
hit three big three-pointers in the
fourth quarter that helped propel

ed by senior Spencer Tubbs on Thursday at the high school gymnasium.

the Eagles to a victory. Ketchum
was one of team’s best defenders
and Sager provided Colby with
scoring and rebounding in inside.
Colby will be looking to replace
graduates Braden McKee, Jon Mc-
Kee’s son, Ryley Haas and Chaz
Winger. McKee led the Eagles in
rebounds and blocks. Winger was
the second leading scorer, averag-
ing eight a game and Haas was the
team leader in three-pointers.
Johnson said practice has been

going well so far, adding that he
saw a lot of good things while
watching Colby games last year.
The coach said he has coached
many of his players in football and
he knows what they are capable of
as athletes.

While watching games last sea-
son, the coach said, he saw guys
not doing as much as they are ca-
pable of and players being asked
do more than they could. Johnson
said he likes to push the ball down

game.

around when playing zone.
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is looking for Carriers!

This 1s personal.

She was the cornerstone of
our family. But my mother

died of colon cancer when she
was only 56. Let my heartbreak
be your wake-up call.

Colorectal cancer is the
2nd leading cancer killer
in the U.S., but screening
helps prevent this disease.

After School; Monday - Friday
About 1 hour per day

Terrence Howard, actor/musician

A great job for students, moms, or retired
people wanting a little “fresh air.”

For more information call the Colby Free
Press office: 785-462-3963 or stop in at
155 W. Sth Street
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Colby High basketball coach Jerad Johnson talked to the Eagles’ post players while being guard-

floor and wear opponents out. He
added that the Eagles’ offensive
strategy will depend on what kind
of team they’re facing. The coach
said he wanted his team to set the
pace that is right for them in each

Johnson said his team’s defen-
sive style will depend on the op-
posing offense, but he said he
prefers man-to-man defense over
zone. He said players tend to stand

Lady Eagles’ coach

has veteran players

By Andy Heintz
Colby Free Press
aheintz@nwkansas.com

Colby High girls basketball
coach Parker McKee will fi-
nally have a veteran team this
season.

Many of the green freshman
and sophomores he coached
two years ago are now juniors
and seniors with two years of
experience at the varsity level.
The Lady Eagles finished 16-7
last season, fighting their way to
the finals of the Class 4A sub-
state last season, only to lose to
undefeated Cheney 56-35.

McKee said practice has gone
well, adding that his seniors
have played a leading role in
making sure his team has good
practices.

“They know what’s expected
of them,” he said.

Defense was the trademark
of last year’s team. The Colby
squad’s stifling defense often
caused their opponents to turn
over the ball, leading to a lot of
transition baskets.

Seniors Kayla Hockersmith
and Katrina Kaus were among
the team’s most prominent de-
fenders.

Hockersmith showed a knack
for stealing the ball all year. She
had 12 steals in Colby’s 44-27
win over Kingman in the first
round of the substate tourna-
ment.

The coach said he always has
Kaus guard the best offensive
player on the other team.

“She’s a smart defensive
player,” McKee said. “Playing
defense is hard work. She likes
the challenge.”

Senior Katherine Kaus, Ka-
trina’s twin, was the team’s
most consistent offensive player
last season, averaging about 10
points per game. Kaus posed an
inside-outside threat to defens-
es. She could post up on smaller
players and she could take other
players outside where she could
beat them off the dribble.

One of Kaus’ best perfor-
mances came against St. Fran-

cis, where she posted a double-
double, scoring 18 points and
grabbing 10 rebounds. Her per-
formance helped ensure a vic-
tory for the Lady Eagles.

Junior Morgan Bell really
came on near the end of the
season. A three-year varsity
player, she scored 19 points on
eight-for-10 shooting against
arch rival Goodland last sea-
son. She scored a team-high 14
in Colby’s 42-30 victory over
Clearwater in the second round
of substate. Parker said Bell’s
late-season performances came
from hard work in practice.

Hockersmith played a key
role on offense. The Lady
Eagles” point guard averaged
about eight points per game last
season.

Sophomore Lauren Bell,
Morgan’s younger sister, and se-
nior Kelsey Shields cracked the
starting five at different times
during the season. Shields is a
solid passer who occasionally
provides her team with some
points, the coach said.

McKee said Lauren is one
of the hardest workers on the
team.

Alexa Haas saw a lot of
time on court as a freshman.
A lightning-quick point guard,
she could run the offense when
Hockersmith was on the bench.
Haas moved away earlier this
year, however, leaving a spot
open at backup point guard.
The coach said Morgan Bell
can play the position and junior
Brenna McKee is also capable
of running the offense.

The coach said sophomore
Karly Kriss provides a strong
body inside, presenting a tough
matchup for defenders.

Seniors Caitlyn Wark and
Amy Schroeder decided to
come out for basketball. Wark
played her freshman and sopho-
more seasons and Schroeder her
freshman year. The coach said
Wark, who signed to play ten-
nis at Fort Hays State on Tues-
day, has a lot of raw talent and
Schroeder has looked good in
practice.

If you're 50 or older, please get screened. Screening saves lives.
1-800-CDC-INFO (1-800-232-4636) » www.cdc.gov/screenforlife

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
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And many more!

Price includes $21 bill credit for 12 mos. after rebate, plus an add'l $5 when you submit rebate online, register acct. on directv.com with valid email & consent to email alerts.” Offers end 2/8/10 and are based on approved credit;
credit card required. New customers only (lease required, must maintain programming, DVR and/or HD Access). Hardware available separately.

Switch from cable to DIRECTV! 1-888-327-9062

Credit card not required in MA and PA. Eligibility for local channels based on service address. *BILL CREDIT/PROGRAMMING OFFER: Free SHOWTIME for 3 months, a value of $38.97. Free Starz and SHOWTIME for 3 months, a value of $72. LIMIT ONE PROGRAMMING OFFER PER ACCOUNT. Featured package names
and prices: CHOICE $55.99/mo.; CHOICE XTRA $60.99/mo. In order to receive full $26 credit, customer must submit rebate form online and register account on directv.com prior to rebate redemption. Requires valid email address and must agree to receive emails. Upon DIRECTV System activation, customer will
receive rebate instructions (included in customer’s first DIRECTV bill, a separate mailing or, in the state of New York, from retailer) and must comply with the terms on the instructions. Rebate begins 6-8 weeks after receipt of online redemption, or 8-12 weeks for mail-in redemption.
Account must be in “good standing,” as determined by DIRECTV in its sole discretion, to remain eligible. DIRECTV not responsible for late, lost, illegible, mutilated, incomplete, misdirected or postage-due mail. IF BY THE END OF THE PROMOTIONAL PRICE PERIOD(S) CUSTOMER DOES NOT CONTACT DIRECTV TO CHANGE
SERVICE THEN ALL SERVICES WILL AUTOMATICALLY CONTINUE AT THE THEN-PREVAILING RATES, INCLUDING THE $5/MO. LEASE FEE FOR THE 2ND AND EACH ADDITIONAL RECEIVER. In certain markets, programming/pricing may vary. Package pricing at directv.com/packages. DIRECTV System has a feature that restricts
access to channels. LIMIT ONE BILL CREDIT PER DIRECTV ACCOUNT. FAILURE TO ACTIVATE ALL OF THE DIRECTV SYSTEM EQUIPMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE EQUIPMENT LEASE ADDENDUM MAY RESULT IN A CHARGE OF 31511 PER RECEIVER NOT ACTIVATED. IF YOU FAIL TO MAINTAIN YOUR

SPECIAL

DELIVERY'!

Get this “special delivery”
right on your doorstep

for just
pennies

CALL US AT
785-462-3963
FOR DETAILS!!

THE COLBY

NOW SHOWING

Digital/3D Cinema
Nov.12"" - Nov.18™"

MEGAMIND 3D
Starring: Brad Pitt, Tina Fye,
and Will Ferrel
PG 1 Hour, 36 Minutes

Friday & Saturday 7:00 & 8:45
Sunday -Thursday 7:00

SECRETARIAT
Starring: John Malkovich
and Diane Lane
R 2 Hours, 3 Minutes
Friday & Saturday 7:00 & 9:15
Sunday -Thursday 7:00

** We will be doing a 12:01 p.m.

showing of Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hollows on November 18th **

All seats $8 (no exceptions, no passes)

Pre-selling tickets starting Nov.
10th during business hours 7 - 8:30
p.m. Monday through Sunday only

(must bring ticket back in on
Thursday to be let in.)

Doors open at 11:00 p.m. Nov.
18th... Come get your ticket now!!

COMING SOON

Tangled
Harry Potter
Hereafter

* Starting Nov. 2nd *

Free Ticket Tuesday
Buy One get One Free Admission
(exclusions will apply)

Colby Cinema

1935 S. Range * 785-460-9600
www.colbycinema.com

WINNER OF 2 MOVIE PASSES
RANDAL WILSON

PROGRAMMING, DIRECTV MAY CHARGE A PRORATED FEE OF $480. RECEIVERS ARE AT ALL TIMES PROPERTY OF DIRECTV AND MUST BE RETURNED UPON CANCELLATION OF SERVICE, OR ADDITIONAL FEES APPLY. VISIT directv.com OR CALL 1-800-DIRECTV FOR DETAILS. Programming, pricing,
terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Pricing residential. Taxes not included. Receipt of DIRECTV programming is subject to the DIRECTV Customer Agreement; copy provided at directv.com/legal and in your first bill. Starz and related channels and service marks are the property of Starz Entertainment Group
LLC. Showtime and related marks are registered trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. ©2009 DIRECTV, Inc. DIRECTV and the Cyclone Design logo, CHOICE XTRA and CHOICE are trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc. All other trademarks and service marks are the property of their respective owners.
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