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Family

Deaths

L. Alberta Mick

L. Alberta Mick, 72, a Colby
native who had lived in Brewster,
died Thursday, Dec. 2, 2010, at
the Scott County Hospital in Scott
City.

She was born Dec. 16, 1937,
in Colby, the daughter of Marion
L. and Eva A (Yeo) Jefferies. On
Aug. 10, 1980, she married David
B. Mick in Oakley. She had lived
in Scott City since 1980, moving
there from Brewster.

She worked for J.F. Beaver Ad-
vertising. Mrs. Mick was a mem-
ber of the Atwood United Meth-
odist Church.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, a sister, Marian Elaine
Gallen, and a granddaughter,
Brooke Isenbart.

Survivors include her husband,
of the home; a son, Earl Shannon,
Bird City; a sister, Bonnie Evans
of Scott City; three grandchildren;
and six great-grandchildren.

Services will be at 2 p.m. Tues-
day, Dec. 7, 2010, at the United
Methodist Church in Scott Coun-
ty, with the Rev. Dennis Carter
officiating and burial in the Scott
County Cemetery.

Visitation will be from 10 a.m.
to 8 p.m. today and from 9 to
10:30 a.m. Tuesday.

The family suggests memorials
to the L. Alberta Mick Memorial
Fund in care of Price and Son Fu-
neral Home, 401 S. Washington
St., Scott City, Kan., 67871.

Dora Alice George

Dora  Alice  (Darmstatter)
George, 88, Colby, died Sunday,
Dec. 5, 2010, at the Valley View
Senior Life Center in Junction
City.

Services will be at 10 a.m.
Thursday, Dec. 9, 2010, at the
Penwell-Gabel Johnson Chapel,
203 N. Washington St., Junction
City, with the Rev. Marshall Stan-
ton officiating. Graveside services

will be at 11:30 a.m. at the Key-
stone Cemetery near Longford.

A memorial service will be held
in Colby at a later date.

The family suggests memori-
als to the Colby United Methodist
Church or the Citizens Founda-
tion, in care of any Colby bank or
the funeral home, Box 826, Junc-
tion City, Kan., 66441.

Colby Rotary Club

The Colby Rotary Club met
Tuesday with 31 members and
guests Dr. Max Heim, Christina
Ostmeyer, Colton Rundel, Ian Ko-
erperich, Hannah Matchall, Madi-
son Gaiwith, Cameron McLaugh-
lin and Tommi Miller.

Cindy Cersovsky had the pro-
gram, which featured Colby High
School Debate Team members
speaking about the format of a
debate round and demonstrating a
cross examination.

Teams debate one nationally-se-
lected topic each year. They must
be prepared to address solvency,
topicality, justification, workabil-
ity and inherency, and be prepared
to debate both in favor of and
against an issue. They practice
two to three hours several times a

Corrections

week.

Ostmeyer said debate is being
offered as a class this year instead
of an extracurricular activity,
which helps the team with their
preparations. The team members
also talked about how they find
information for their arguments.

They compete in two-man teams
in novice and open divisions.

All of the students said debate
has made them more open-minded,
more confident and provided them
with the ability to speak more elo-
quently. The team is coached by
Nancy Rundel.

Jerry Arensdorf won Roto-Lot-
to.

The club meets each Tuesday in
the student union at the college.

— Relda Galli, reporter

Markets

In the Golden Plains honor roll
printed on Page 6 of the Wednes-
day, Nov. 24 Colby Free Press,
Morgan Ritter’s name was omit-
ted from the middle school prin-
cipal’s honor roll. This was due a
computer error at the school.
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The Colby Free Press wants to
maintain an accurate record of
our town. Please report any error
or lack of clarity in a news story
to us at 462-3963.

Quotes as of close of
previous business day
Hi-Plains Co-op
Wheat (bushel) $6.82
Corn (bushel) $5.02
Milo (hundredweight) $8.50
Soybeans (bushel) $11.70

We want your local news:
e-mail to
colby.editor @ nwkansas.com
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Liccille G. (Femmer) Sinith
Lucille G. Smith was born at the family home in the town of Cedar, in Smith County, KS, on
December 9, 1911, the second child of Charles F and Della (Bullard) Kammer. She departed this
life at the Prairie Senior Living Complex in Colby, KS, November 12, 2010.
While Lucille was a small child, the family moved back to their original homestead in the
Brownville area south of Brewster. She had one sister, Pauline, and two brothers, Carl and Har-

Lucille attended school at Brownville and graduated in the Class of 1929. After graduation,
Lucille helped with cleaning, cooking, and doing laundry for several neighbors. On July 3, 1935,
Lucille was united in marriage to Glen F Smith in Goodland, Kansas. They began their life to-
gether on a farm south of Brewster, farming, raising hogs and milking Brown Swiss cows.

During the Thirties, Glen and Lucille, along with Raymond and Elma Kutscher operated a
food booth at the Thomas County Fair, becoming the best food vendors there with their delicious
fried chicken, mashed potatoes and gravy and home-made pies. Their profits provided Lucille

Glen and Lucille spent three years in Denver, where she dispatched for Western Auto Transports
and Glen was a mechanic and serviceman. They returned to their Brownville farmstead. In 1967,
they moved to the former Schwerdt farm, two miles further south, where they were living at the

Lucille loved farming and continued to drive tractors for Alphonse Richards and other area
farmers until 1973, when she began to work at the S&T Telephone until she retired in 1983.

In April, 2005, Lucille moved to the Prairie Senior Living Complex in Colby, where she resided
at the time of her death. All of Lucille’s family remember her love of cooking and her most enjoy-

Lucille was preceded in death by her husband, her parents, her siblings and a nephew, Dean

Survivors include her sister-in-law, Nadine Kammer of Brewster, Kansas and the following
nieces and nephews the children of her sister and two brothers: Norma Lee Martin or Lawrence,
Kansas; LaVona Rand of Goodland, Kansas; Connie Bissitt of Buffalo, Kansas; Carol Trouche
of Mountainburg, Arkansas; Cathy Sumner of Ottowa, Kansas; Lou Brown of Prescott, Arizona,
Chuck Kammer of Silver City, NM; and Kenneth Kammer of Brewster, Kansas. Also surviving from
her husband’s side of the family are three nieces, Erma Tubbs and Marilyn Selby, both of Colby,
N and Geneive Rummel of Canon City, Colorado
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Survey finds shifts in attitudes

Most Kansans think their state
is a good place to live, though not
as many as thought so in 2009,
and, by a significant margin, more
think the economy is “poor” or
“very poor.”

These are among findings of the
2010 Kansas Speaks survey by the
Docking Institute of Public Affairs
at Fort Hays State University. Be-
tween June 21 and Sept. 10, more
than 4,000 Kansas households
were contacted by mail and by
phone, and 1,002 completed the
survey.

The full report, Kansas Speaks
2010, in .pdf form, is available
through a tab on the Docking In-
stitute home page, www.thsu.
edu/docking/. The survey has a
3.1-percent margin of error.

This summer, 58.5 percent of
respondents rated Kansas as an
“excellent” or “very good” place
to live. In 2009, that was 64.2 per-
cent. The percentage of Kansans
who rate Kansas as “fair” to “very
poor” went from 8.4 percent in
2009 to 13.1 percent.

On the economy, people who
think the economy is at least
“good” dropped by 12.2 percent
(from 52.5 percent in 2009 to
40.3 percent in 2010). At the same
time, the percentage regarding the
economy as “fair,” “poor” or “very
poor” rose from 47.5 to 59.7.

Kansans were more concerned
that economic conditions pose a
threat to their or their families’
welfare. Overall, only 11 percent
are “not concerned” about an eco-
nomic threat, as opposed to 15.1
percent in 2009, but those who are
“very concerned” are up to 40 per-
cent (from 28.7 in 2009).

“The 2010 edition of Kansas
Speaks has again provided inter-
esting and valuable information
about Kansans’ policy preferences
and their opinions of Kansas gov-
ernment, also showing that many
of these opinions have changed

since last year,” said Dr. Gary
Brinker, director of the institute.

He said that Docking research-
ers this year implemented a new
address-based sampling technique
with a mixed mode of data col-
lection using both phone inter-
views and a mail questionnaire for
households with cell phones and
unlisted numbers.

“This new method allows virtu-
ally all Kansas residents to have
an opportunity to participate,” he
said. “The results suggest that the
poor economy has had a signifi-
cant impact on Kansans’ percep-
tions of their quality of life, opin-
ions on energy, taxation and health
care policies, and evaluations of
elected public officials. “

We hope that readers interested
in the state of Kansas will find the
results informative and that public
officials will use the results to help
them make decisions that reflect
the will of their constituents.”

Other interesting results from
the 2010 Kansas Speaks survey:

e Last year, respondents were
more likely to report higher sat-
isfaction with Democratic lead-
ers’ efforts to improve the Kansas
economy; this year, they were
more satisfied with Republican
ideas for improving the economy.

e Satisfaction with Gov. Mark
Parkinson in 2010 tended to be
moderate, while satisfaction with
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius in 2009
was polarized, with respondents
tending to be either highly satis-
fied or highly dissatisfied.

* Most respondents favor keep-
ing taxes as they are. Of respon-
dents favoring tax increases, most
preferred to increase the sales
tax, while few favored increasing
property taxes.

* When asked about changing
tax policies, respondents were
most likely to favor increasing
taxes on large corporations and the
top income earners and decreasing

taxes on small businesses.

* Republican respondents were
more likely to favor decreasing
taxes on top income earners and
large corporations. Democratic
respondents were more likely to
favor increasing taxes on these
groups.

* Satisfaction with elected state
officials tended to be lower in
2010 than in 2009.

e The more strongly respon-
dents identified with the Repub-
lican Party, the more likely they
were to be satisfied with their U.S.
senators.

e Just over half of respondents
wanted to decrease state spending,
but reduced spending was much
more a preference among Repub-
lican respondents.

* Most want state money for
social services increased (46.4
percent) or kept the same (46.1
percent).

* Most (52.8 percent) want the
public school budget increased,
even though the number of those
who want to cut it was higher than
in 2009 (8.4 percent from 6.7).

e Although support for higher
education declined slightly in

2010, almost two-fifths favored
increasing public money for high-
er education.

* Support for oil and coal devel-
opment was stronger in 2010 than
in 2009, with most respondents
believing economic benefits out-
weigh the environmental impact.

* Respondents favored a state
law that requires Kansas citizens
to provide proof of legal residence
to any law enforcement officer
who asks for it, with 69 percent
saying they would at least “some-
what support” and 54 percent say-
ing they would “strongly support”
such a law. Only 18.4 percent of
respondents said they would op-
pose such a law. The more strongly
respondents identified as Republi-
can, the more likely they were to
support such a law.

* Two-thirds of respondents
said they believed health-care
costs would be higher as a result
of the recent federal health care
“reform.” Republican respondents
were more likely to think so than
Democrats. However, respondents
in 2010 were more likely to report
satisfaction with Kansas’ health-
care system than in 2009.

Rowdy bus stops for police

SWISSVALE, Pa. (AP) — A
Pittsburgh-area  school  district
is promising to discipline some
junior high students who got so
rowdy their bus driver made an
unscheduled stop at a police sta-
tion to quiet them down.

Woodland Hills School District
spokeswoman Maria McCool
says the incident happened Nov.
19 when the driver for A.J. Myers
and Sons was taking student home
from an after-school activity about

McCool says the driver stopped
at the Swissvale police station,
where an officer quieted the stu-
dents. Some students opted to
walk home from the station but
McCool says no students were
ejected from the bus and all were
offered rides home or were given
the option of calling their parents.

McCool says the district is still
trying to determine how many
students were involved and how
they’ll be disciplined.
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Fa rewe" Receptlon for announce my retirement at the end of this year. | have had
Dr Lapon"a Re ier the opportunity to serve this community as a mechanic
. Q since 1964 when | began my work for Jack Firzsimmons
PN Motors. In 1981 Dave Bixenman and | opened P&D
pe Monday, December ©, 4 - & p.m. Auto and have been very grateful for our success over the
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without the trust and loyalty of our customers. | wan
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ri)ca tgl per orrl? mtssnork;arly work, SSE W;] employees, past and present, who have helped make this
not be able to take many belongings. She has business what it is today. Although | am looking forward
reqqested no gifts. However, if you W'Sh/_ to retirement, | will certainly miss the relationships | have
donations may be made to the Ghana Clinic made during this period in my life. P&D Auto Repair will
or a charity of your choice in her name. continue to be open for business and looks forward to
) serving this community as it has over the past 30 years.
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Farmers &
Merchants
Bank of Colby

Member FDIC

Together...
Making a

Glwcstnas Open House!
December 8" - 10™ + 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

« F&M 2011 Calendars
» Cookies, Hot Cider,

and more

* Register for various

drawings

Diﬁ‘erence.i{%

. 240 W. 4th
Colby, KS

785.460.3321
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NETWORK.

Get 100%
Digital TV Today!
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* Professional Installation

required. Call for full details and disclaimer.

Call $570 Sign-Up Bm

1-87,7-585-8382
Call 7 Days a week - 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: Q1

*Requires qualifying commitment and a valid major credit card. Satisfactory credit score

o Free for 3 Month:

Including HB® &

MONTH $34.99/mo
= Over 100 Ali-Digital Channe
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s@ GAMEFLY.COM'

VIDEO GAME RENTALS
DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR

Free Shipping ® No Late Fees ® Cancel Anytime
New Releases and Classic Games

EXTENDED FREE TRIAL*

SIGN UP AT

www.gamefly.com/print
ENTER CODE: NEWS73

PLAYSTRHRTIOMN=3

XBOX 360 Wii

*New members only. Free trial valid in the 50 United States only, and cannot be combined with any other
offer. Limit one per household. First-time customers only. Internet access and valid payment method required
to redeem offer. GameFly will begin to bill your payment method for the plan selected at sign-up at the
completion of the free trial unless you cancel prior to the end of the free trial. Plan prices subject to change.
Please visit www.gamefly.com/terms for complete Terms of Use. Free Trial Offer expires 12/31/2010.




