
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/13

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 12/10

Famous Hand
At first glance, it might seem impossible to 

make seven spades on today’s hand since de-
clarer appears to have an unavoidable heart loser. 
But when the deal was played many years ago 
by Paul Allinger, he found the way to make all 
13 tricks.

Allinger saw at once that his only chance to 
make the grand slam was by a squeeze. This 
required East to have the bulk of the missing 
hearts and clubs, a possibility made more likely 
by West’s professed diamond length. So Allinger 
won the opening diamond lead and cashed five 
trumps to bring about this position:

When he now led another trump and discard-
ed a heart from dummy, East was squeezed. He 
could not afford to part with a heart, which would 
have allowed Allinger to cash the A-K and score 
the rest of the tricks.

So East discarded a club, whereupon Allinger 
cashed the A-K of clubs and ruffed a club. This 
established dummy’s six as his 13th trick, and the 
slam was home.

Whenever declarer has all the tricks but one – 
and particularly when there is no apparent way to 
develop an additional trick – he should look for a 
squeeze. If one opponent has to guard two suits, 
he might not be able to withstand the pressure 
when declarer runs his winners.

 (c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: I recently retired from a 
state university where I enjoyed a long and fruit-
ful career and had many friends. I decided to 
move to a different neighborhood from the on-
campus one I had been living in. It is a whole new 
world to me, and I find it hard to adjust. While I 
am used to scientists, most people in my new area 
are artistic, free souls I find undisciplined. Maybe 
I am too old to do this. – C.M.

Dear C.M.: You must be feeling disoriented 
because of the culture shock of exploring a new 
side of yourself. But it should be interesting if 
you don’t get discouraged and go back to your 
comfort zone, which will feel restricting after you 
have made the decision to keep growing in your 
personal life. As a scientist, perhaps you can look 
at this as a grand experiment in which you can in-
fluence the outcome. Whether your retirement is 
all you want it to be is largely in your hands, and 
that should make you a little more comfortable.

There’s no reason you can’t keep some of your 
old friends in the scientific and academic commu-
nity as you move to explore another side of your 
brain. People tend to like others who are positive, 
flexible and interested in what they are doing and 
have to offer. You may want to concentrate on just 
a few individuals you have met and see what you 
can learn about them. Chances are, after a few 
rounds of coffee or concerts, or peeking into their 
workspaces and private spaces, you’ll be ready to 
be more creative with your own work or hobbies. 
In any case, I think you should give it a try.

Dear Dr. Brothers: Don’t laugh, but I am writ-
ing about my brother’s duck. He actually gave his 
girlfriend a duck for her birthday. They saw it at 
a flea market. Now they are having a lot of fun 
taking care of it and letting it swim in the bathtub, 
etc. It is getting loud, and they are worried the 
landlord will find out and make them get rid of it. 
I say it is a dumb idea to have it anyway, and they 
are being selfish. Who is right? – J.Y.

Dear J.Y.: I think this is less a question of who 
is “right” than it is of why these people let their 
need for immediate gratification get the best of 
them. Baby ducks, and most other babies, are de-
signed to be irresistible. It is so they will be cared 
for by their parents, or by surrogates, like young 
couples who want to play with them. This urge 
is hard to resist. I am sure they are having fun 
with the duck now, but as it loses its cute baby 
ways and becomes big, loud and messy, they may 
come down to earth and wonder what they have 
done and how they will cope.

On the other hand, they may try to fit it into 
their lifestyle. Visions of splashing, quacking and 
duck diapers may cross their minds and seem rea-
sonable. But if they want to do the right thing, 
they will have to admit an apartment is not a hab-
itat for a duck. It needs a place where it can have 
a pond, dig in the mud, and enjoy other ducks. 
Why not offer to help them find a farm that would 
take it. Then you could offer to help them pick 
out a more suitable pet for their living space. It 
might help avert the disaster ahead!

(c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate
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