
Cryptoquip

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Dear Readers: Do you love to MAKE YOUR 
OWN BREAD? Here are a couple of hints to help 
your baking come out of the oven the best it can 
be!

• Always use fresh yeast. If it isn’t fresh, the 
bread probably won’t rise.

• Store opened items, such as baking powder, 
baking soda and flour, in self-zipping plastic bags 
or airtight containers to keep fresh.

• If you use metal baking pans, don’t use metal 
utensils to remove the bread. This can result in 
scratched pans, and future bread may stick to the 
pan when trying to remove it.

• When bread is rising, use a clean cotton kitch-
en towel over the bread pan. This will keep the 
warmth in the pan and help bread rise faster and 
more evenly.

• And for that nice, soft brown look, add a pat 
of margarine or butter on top after you take it out 
of the oven. – Heloise

EASY-POUR GELATIN
Dear Heloise: It isn’t always easy pouring gel-

atin into individual containers. I have found that 
if I mix the gelatin, water, etc., in a pitcher, stir 
well and then pour into the individual containers, 
there are no spills! – Hillary, via e-mail

CHOCOLATE DIPPING
Dear Heloise: Have you ever made chocolate-

covered cookies, crackers or pretzels? Dipping 
items is not an easy chore every time.

I have found that if I melt the chocolate in a 
double boiler, then place a few pretzels (etc.) on a 
potato masher and carefully dip it into the choco-
late until covered (and remove to wax paper), my 
project is done in no time and with little mess. – 
Sheryl in Montana

COLORED FROSTING
Dear Heloise: I was making some cookies and 

found that I only had white frosting, and I wanted 
to put color on them.

I called my mother to ask what I could do, and 
here is the hint she shared: She said to simply mix 
in a package of strawberry, raspberry or any oth-
er berry-flavored, dry (powdered), unsweetened 
drink mix into the white frosting. Problem solved 
– so thanks, Mom! – L.L., via e-mail

EXOTIC DESSERT
Dear Heloise: Here is a unique dessert that will 

be perfect when you are in a rush with company 
arriving soon. Just spoon some canned crushed 
pineapple on vanilla ice cream and sprinkle a few 
marshmallows on top. – Kerry Ann, via e-mail

LEMON JUICE
Dear Heloise: Sometimes sprinkling lemon 

juice on food can leave either too much or too 
little dispensed. I found that if I pour some of the 
juice into a clean, glass saltshaker, I can shake as 
much as need, and it sure makes cooking just that 
much easier! – Frankie in Karnes City, Texas

(c)2010 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Hints help
bake great bread

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/15

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Sylvia Plays Duplicate Bridge
The night Sylvia played in her first duplicate 

tournament was a night to remember. She had 
been a member of the club for three weeks (and 
had scarcely been playing bridge for more than 
that) when she was first exposed to the intricacies 
of duplicate.

Sylvia’s exploits at rubber bridge had already 
become a conversation piece among the club 
members, and no one had dared predict what 
might happen when she played duplicate.

Sylvia’s approach to the game, even granting 
her lack of experience, was decidedly different 
from that of most beginners. Her thoughts ran in 
strange channels, and her bids and plays, which 
to most people appeared bizarre, were to her the 
essence of natural play.

Of course, because of these unintended eccen-
tricities, she got mostly poor results. But her pen-
chant for the unusual occasionally brought home 
a fat dividend, and it was these hands that kept 
the members buzzing.

For example, take this deal from the duplicate. 
It was played at 13 tables, and at every one the 
final contract was four hearts.

At nine tables the West player led a singleton 
spade. At two tables West led the ten of diamonds, 
and at another table West led a trump. All these 
leads produced the same inevitable result. South 
made 13 tricks in every case.

It remained for Sylvia to dream up a different 
lead. It was not that she was trying to be brilliant 
– she always made the play that seemed to her the 
proper one – but she didn’t know any better at the 
time. So Sylvia led the jack of clubs!

This play had an electric effect. East won 
dummy’s queen with the king and returned a club 
through South’s ten. Sylvia took the ten with the 
ace, cashed the nine and, not realizing there were 
no more clubs left, returned the four.

Dummy discarded a diamond, and East of 
course trumped with the jack. Declarer overruffed 
with the queen, but later had to lose a trump trick 
to Sylvia and so went down one!

	 (c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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