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Family Circus e Bil Keane

Baby Blues ° Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

T (DN SEE OUR WOUsE
From Heee!

Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

Young parents

drop all for baby

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am writing about my best
friend, Bret. We’ve always done everything to-
gether, but now that we both have kids, it’s a lot

@ 7010, BABy BLUES PARTNEDSUIP DIST. BY KiNG FEATURES SYNDICATE 12 =16

gmv's:%% % harder. You’d th.ink we would .be meeting at the
0l N K! OINKING 2 playground, but it’s not happening. My wifeandI =~
5 take our baby everywhere in a sling or backpack. s briefesee e
| NK / e | My buddy stays home, and his life has stopped. , '
OINE: E How can I get him back? This is weird! - G.w.  Mommy! Our red and green crayons
— f Dear G.W.: There is nothing more frustrating are down to just nubs again!
</ NK & than seeing a friend change, growing away from
¢ the friendship. You seem to be a very laid back J
ui and flexible cpouple and are having fu1>1] with your con‘ceptls sud'Ok:u ¢ Dave Green
2 baby. Your buddy and his wife may be having a ) 9 8
° great time, too, just doing it in their own way.
12-16 8 It could be that as the child gets older, they will 1 8 6 7 S
begin to take him or her out and join you in all the T:
Blondie °® Chic Young kiddy activities that make the hard work worth- 8 7 5 _g
‘ while. Until then, be patient. You can continue to &
THERE SHE GOES AGAIN! —|/ | YOU KNOW THE HOLIDAYS invite them on baby-oriented outings. 3 1 8 é
3 ARE HERE WHEN DAISY STARTS Even though you miss your friend, it would be E
¢ BURYING CANDY CANES! . L e
wrong to try to impose your parenting lifestyle Z
é on a couple who seem to be following their own )
2 muse. But maybe you can think of some ways 6 5 1 &
f to still enjoy your friendship — like instituting a 5 3 9 £
“boys night out” tradition, sans children. Your =
g wives could do the same on a different night; | 3 8 1 4 E
g fair is fair! Maybe just talking about being dads S
£ would be interesting. Even though you seem to 2 7 8 g
2 be on top of things, I bet there are tips you could L— ©
2 learn from your friend. And he could benefit by ~ iificulty Level Jkk e
o picking your brain. This is a logic-based num- |3]7]2]5/9/8|1|6
. . Dgar Dr. Brothers: I am really confused about ;. placement puzzle. 5(1/8[4|6/3|7]|9
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne rel(llglon. IIl'havgc1 al.\;v}fiys g;)nelto _:.undayhschl(l)oi The goal is to enter a num- 3 $29 g g :3 2 i ?
T Y Py v o e P Ay and worshipped with my family at our church. 0 . .

WHY 03 I VEVHAV T S Y 7 .o-AND FI HAVE like the pastor and the other kids — a lot of them 222 ;{ ,ivlf i%iﬁf;él;’ilz};g 2 g 519 g ‘7‘ ; g ;
Y%lllol;é E N?GEH‘ﬁpAL s #MTHER ONE go 1to my h%? schoo](;mc} Wefar.e in tfile(.samebso— regionmustcontainonlyone |1 o eleTelala s
WEAPONS I-ATE‘L'YL. U“:E o ONIG[-N,'I cial group. They spend a lot of time talking about ;¢ of each numeral. >4 71836095

2 = 'fO BE/BLE To Our Lord Jesus Christ, and I do too, but there is The solution to the last [9135(1127]8(4
"\ \ ; VEF ENV a difference. I don’t really believe in trying to be ¢, 70ku puzzle is at right. CT T
‘e ~ / saved and saving others all the time like they do.
o <V MYéELF . I feel like a fraud. Help. — D.A.
y Dear D.A.: High-school years are full of dis- 1
X - 7 covery and change. So even though you find cryptoqulp
> yourself having doubts that are secretly horrify-

5 2 i i } i | ing, you should realize that many other young
- , k l el BROVNE (214, ° people probably are going through the same AV JVB ZBCCVZL NTSN NTL

process and may be coming up against the same
questions and doubts. Because you are question-

ing something you have grown up with, it may
P ” ¢, = make you feel disloyal to your parents, church CELILEELA TEBUN VI Q SMI

v, : and pastor, or even your friends who seem to be
7 . - o
0 g committed to the religion you are questioning.
/. : lM S'CK OF But questioning is the key; perhaps your friends [ S 7 N S [E U O S M Q S Q Q S R7Z @
— . PLA‘[" N 6 found it easier to take the path of least resistance
g — blind acceptance, unchanged since childhood.
. ou

RE'NDEER Your path may be one of looking deeper into U Z S M N L R V C L O S M N S R V B C L 9

the religious traditions of your family with new

B 0 (i) 00 MIND GAMES eyes. Many young people like to learn about Yesterday’s Cl'yptﬂqllip: [F CROONING
oy A 013 ’} the religions of the world to help put their be- ENTERTAINER NEWTON SUFFERED A DECLINE

2010 G

N\ 0 liefs in perspective. It is difficult to discover that
% 0 0 not everyone believes the way you do, but that IN POPULARITY, [ GUESS WAYNE WOULD WANE.
they may be decent people anyway. See if you ) : .
can take a non-judgmental attitude about religion TOday S nypthUlp Clue: A equals D
sauy Forth ® Gre g Howard for a.wh.ile ?.Ild includg yourself and your own
questioning in that attitude. Only then can you crossword ® Eugene Sheffer
(1, UH, T WANTED TO, UH, THANK YOU 9 YOU REALIZE I'M GOING ) [ mature.
FOR THE, UH, YOU KNOW, STOCKING, MER-MERRY,, UH, £ TO HUG YOU NOW, 1 KNEW (¢) 2010 by King Features Syndicate ACROSS 36 Handbag DOWN 11 Calendar
SO I, UH, MADE..MADE YOU THIS... 4 EARLY CHRISTMAS... z . THERE’D BE 1 Makes a 37 1973 1 “Carmina abbr.
' T A DOWNSIDE ° decision movie Burana” 19 Petrol
§ Bndge ® Steve Becker 5 Blond set at composer 21 “Monty
é:" East dealer. shade Harvard, 2 Game on Python”
g East-West vulnerable. 8 Old fogy with horse- starter
£ ehoe 12 Tree “The” back 23 Archie’s
< YAQ anchor 40 Apple 3 Go sight- wife
: ;?1%‘25 2 13 —outa computer seeing 24 Enrages
g WEST EAST living 41 Orange 4 Spire 25 Orpheus’
3 #1087 AKJ93 i -
i v 109752 YL 843 14 Grand or _ 5 Man instru
H o4 .6 story grapefruit of ment
#986 SOUTH #7532 15 Chimney 45 Land morals? 26 Buy,
. . channel measure 6 Schuss remodel
Todd the Dinosaur °® Patrick Roberts 32 42 16 Sermon 47 Fre- 7 Rocker and sell
®AKII1073 - imi i
: ; ; subject quently Jimi 27 Verdi
WHISTLES BUT WE CAN'T EAT ALL THAT? past. - South  West  North change 50 No stay- de- 28 Brilliant
- Pass 64 18 Precede at-home signer’s 32 Flute’s
oC:JAE: ?\‘ETAHRS AE?Q'E:L‘;FILS Opening lead — jack of hearts. 20 New Look 51 Privy concern kid
| .
FRIEND ALAN'S WNELHE L AND A Monarchial Decision 29 g%i'g_ner gg ;I’/g(retr;:ore ° gtntie 33 gg)r:hev:/i h
House SNICKERS WRAPPER]  Assume you're in six diamonds and West mented 54 “— the switch- somgone
leads?the jack of hearts. How would you play the evidence, ramparts board 35 Support
hand? maybe 10 Cacoph- of a sort
Actually, the slam cannot be defeated regard- og Lays an 55 Profound ony 36 Omega
A less of how the missing cards are divided, pro- egg preceder
g vided you know who has the king of hearts. Thus, 29 |nsult Solution time: 25 mins. 38 Aprasive
3 if you knew that West had the king (it is normal 30 Attempt rW IS A powder
] to lead the jack from a combination including the 31 Queue 5 2 0 Q X 39 Thespian
K-J-10), you could score your 12th trick by play- 32 Snap- N 42 Excep-
: ing the queen from dummy. But if you knew that shots, T tional
HI. T HAVE ATVSHON WHEN THE GUY FROM East had the king of hearts, you could be eq’ually a3 E;:I\I/I:rly 22 E;:;tte
CAULED DI-- "DIRTY JOBS" GAGE sure to make the slam by putting up dummy’s ace _
(] ’ i i i i one 45 Time of
_ (BE TSTIMETO /~ and adopting an entirely different line of play. AP ¢
, ‘ .4 W ST So how do you decide what to play from dum- 34 Check- Lo your life?
X TIDY UPABIT. ‘ . ¥ pay ! casher’s L{E 46 Food fish
my at trick one if you can’t see the missing cards? - IE
d y oo pair ElE 48 Adver-
In the long run, it will pay to play the ace. Why? 35 Morsel sar
Because West is not likely to choose the danger- y
ous lead of a heart away from the king againsta [ |2 [3 10 |11

slam, so it follows that East is more likely to have
the king.

Accordingly, you play the ace of hearts at trick [15
one and the ace of diamonds at trick two, and then

cash the A-K-Q of clubs, laying the groundwork 18
} ‘ for an endplay against East. You still have no idea
KN ocK! KNOCK!KNOCK! N HLNERE FROWTHE CANWEHAVE v whether you were right in assuming that East was TR
(== TVSHOW "HOMRDERS

Now you cross to dummy with a trump and |31
lead the queen of hearts. When East covers with
the king, you breathe a sigh of relief, as you are
now certain to make the slam. You simply dis- [37
card a spade, and whether East returns a spade, a

YOUR AITOGRAPR? fo= dealt the king of hearts.
I | (

34

oz | heart or a club, your remaining spade loser disap- 40
s —| pears. 45 |46
PR f % = Note that if you elect to play the heart queen =
Eg‘i N A [ { N from dummy at trick one, you go down, losing a
— Wy, 2o =1 || heartand a spade. 53
BN il r'a) (c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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