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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/16

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 12/15

A Monarchial Decision
Assume you’re in six diamonds and West 

leads the jack of hearts. How would you play the 
hand?

Actually, the slam cannot be defeated regard-
less of how the missing cards are divided, pro-
vided you know who has the king of hearts. Thus, 
if you knew that West had the king (it is normal 
to lead the jack from a combination including the 
K-J-10), you could score your 12th trick by play-
ing the queen from dummy. But if you knew that 
East had the king of hearts, you could be equally 
sure to make the slam by putting up dummy’s ace 
and adopting an entirely different line of play.

So how do you decide what to play from dum-
my at trick one if you can’t see the missing cards? 
In the long run, it will pay to play the ace. Why? 
Because West is not likely to choose the danger-
ous lead of a heart away from the king against a 
slam, so it follows that East is more likely to have 
the king.

Accordingly, you play the ace of hearts at trick 
one and the ace of diamonds at trick two, and then 
cash the A-K-Q of clubs, laying the groundwork 
for an endplay against East. You still have no idea 
whether you were right in assuming that East was 
dealt the king of hearts.

Now you cross to dummy with a trump and 
lead the queen of hearts. When East covers with 
the king, you breathe a sigh of relief, as you are 
now certain to make the slam. You simply dis-
card a spade, and whether East returns a spade, a 
heart or a club, your remaining spade loser disap-
pears. 

Note that if you elect to play the heart queen 
from dummy at trick one, you go down, losing a 
heart and a spade.

(c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am writing about my best 
friend, Bret. We’ve always done everything to-
gether, but now that we both have kids, it’s a lot 
harder. You’d think we would be meeting at the 
playground, but it’s not happening. My wife and I 
take our baby everywhere in a sling or backpack. 
My buddy stays home, and his life has stopped. 
How can I get him back? This is weird! – G.W.

Dear G.W.: There is nothing more frustrating 
than seeing a friend change, growing away from 
the friendship. You seem to be a very laid back 
and flexible couple and are having fun with your 
baby. Your buddy and his wife may be having a 
great time, too, just doing it in their own way. 
It could be that as the child gets older, they will 
begin to take him or her out and join you in all the 
kiddy activities that make the hard work worth-
while. Until then, be patient. You can continue to 
invite them on baby-oriented outings.

Even though you miss your friend, it would be 
wrong to try to impose your parenting lifestyle 
on a couple who seem to be following their own 
muse. But maybe you can think of some ways 
to still enjoy your friendship – like instituting a 
“boys night out” tradition, sans children. Your 
wives could do the same on a different night; 
fair is fair! Maybe just talking about being dads 
would be interesting. Even though you seem to 
be on top of things, I bet there are tips you could 
learn from your friend. And he could benefit by 
picking your brain.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am really confused about 
religion. I have always gone to Sunday school 
and worshipped with my family at our church. I 
like the pastor and the other kids – a lot of them 
go to my high school and we are in the same so-
cial group. They spend a lot of time talking about 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, and I do too, but there is 
a difference. I don’t really believe in trying to be 
saved and saving others all the time like they do. 
I feel like a fraud. Help. – D.A.

Dear D.A.: High-school years are full of dis-
covery and change. So even though you find 
yourself having doubts that are secretly horrify-
ing, you should realize that many other young 
people probably are going through the same 
process and may be coming up against the same 
questions and doubts. Because you are question-
ing something you have grown up with, it may 
make you feel disloyal to your parents, church 
and pastor, or even your friends who seem to be 
committed to the religion you are questioning. 
But questioning is the key; perhaps your friends 
found it easier to take the path of least resistance 
– blind acceptance, unchanged since childhood.

Your path may be one of looking deeper into 
the religious traditions of your family with new 
eyes. Many young people like to learn about 
the religions of the world to help put their be-
liefs in perspective. It is difficult to discover that 
not everyone believes the way you do, but that 
they may be decent people anyway. See if you 
can take a non-judgmental attitude about religion 
for a while and include yourself and your own 
questioning in that attitude. Only then can you 
mature.

(c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate
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