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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 12/16

Dear Readers: When SELLING YOUR HOME 
in today’s market, it’s very important to have your 
house in perfect condition when showing it to a 
prospective buyer.

Here are some hints to help do just that:
• To make windows really shine, add about 1 

cup of vinegar to 1/2 gallon of water, pour into 
a spray bottle and apply to the windows. Then 
dry well.

• To clean your microwave, add 2 tablespoons 
of baking soda to 1 cup of water in a 4-cup micro-
wave-safe bowl. Turn the microwave on high for 
three to five minutes. This will soften spills and 
any splatter on the walls and floor. Let the cup 
sit for 15 minutes to cool off, and then carefully 
open the door and remove the cup. Use a sponge 
to wipe off the gunk.

• To dust curtains or drapes, if you notice dust 
in the folds or on top, take them down. Then put 
the washables into the dryer on the “air” setting 
for several minutes to get rid of the dust. You also 
can hang them outside in the fresh air (not in the 
direct sun).

• If you smell odd odors in your house, some 
could be far more than just a nuisance, such as a 
gas leak. They can be dangerous, so you should 
check them out and deal with them quickly. In-
spect and maintain the chimney, plumbing, and 
heating and cooling systems to prevent these po-
tentially deadly fumes.

• To quick-clean the tub, pour cheap shampoo 
onto a scrub brush and rub over the dirty areas. 
Commercial cleaners also do a good job, as does 
vinegar, but don’t use it on marble or other po-
rous surfaces.

• To remove white rings from hardwood tables, 
mix a little bit of white, nongel toothpaste with 
some baking soda. Rub the mixture into the white 
stains until warm. It takes time for the marks to 
go away. When they are gone, wax or use furni-
ture polish on the wood, if OK for the surface.

• If you are selling your home yourself, job ex-
perts say to list it online. Take good pictures of 
the inside and outside to post online.

• To prevent cockroach infestation, be aware 
that cockroaches love warmth, humid spots and 
the dark, so they can gather in your basement, 
kitchen and bathroom – or hide just about any-
where else in your house. Use duct tape to seal 
the space around under-sink water pipes to pre-
vent roaches from getting in. At night, they sneak 
out to eat crumbs, paper with glue on it, pet food 
or even wax. Good sanitation is essential, be-
cause roaches won’t drop by if there’s nothing to 
eat. – Heloise

    SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
    Heloise
    P.O. Box 795000
    San Antonio, TX 78279-5000

BUDGETING
Dear Heloise: If you have trouble budgeting, 

keep track of how you spend in a spiral notebook 
with pages ruled off into four columns: Necessi-
ties, Comforts, Luxuries and Vices. Soon you will 
see what sort of priorities you set for your money 
and which need changing. – Diane, via e-mail

(c)2010 by King Features Syndicate

Clean house
moves on market

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/17

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Test Your Play
1. You have only two entries to dummy, so you 

will be able to take only two finesses. The ques-
tion, therefore, is whether it is better, after taking 
the ace of clubs, to finesse in trumps or diamonds. 
It is true that South might have either king, and 
to that extent either finesse has a 50-50 chance 
of winning. But insofar as making the contract 
is concerned, you are much better off trying the 
diamond finesse. 

If the diamond finesse wins, your worries are 
over, because your next move will be to play the 
ace and another trump, planning to repeat the dia-
mond finesse later. If the diamond finesse loses at 
trick two, you can still get home safely if South 
started with the singleton or doubleton king of 
spades. 

The decisive factor is that a trump finesse at 
trick two does not necessarily make the slam 
even if it succeeds, because South might have 
four or five trumps to the king, while the diamond 
finesse virtually guarantees the slam if South has 
the king.

2. Draw three rounds of trumps and cash the ace 
of spades, discarding a club from dummy. Then 
play a diamond to the king, and if both opponents 
follow suit, the contract is assured. Continue with 
the jack and, if South follows low, finesse.

If the jack wins, you make at least 12 tricks, 
while if it loses, the slam is still certain, since 
North must next either return a club into your 
A-Q or hand you a ruff-and-discard.

If South shows out on the jack of diamonds, 
you are still in good shape. Simply win the jack 
with the ace and concede a diamond to North, 
forcing him to make the same losing return.

(c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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