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Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

He’s iven up
his job search

Dear Dr. Brothers: When my husband lost his
job last year, it didn’t seem that bad. He was up
every morning calling contacts and looking on-
line for a job. After four months, he lost heart. He
lost motivation and would not get up until noon.
Now, he doesn’t care if he ever works again. I
can’t stand to see him like this, but don’t know
what I can do to get him out of this funk. — G.N.

Dear G.N.: Unless you have an income that is
covering expenses, or live so conservatively that
bills aren’t a problem, your husband must know
there is some reason to keep looking for a job.
The fact his state of mind prevents him is worry-
ing, I’'m sure. Many are in the same boat and so
stressed from trying to keep their homes or main-
tain a family that they give up. You need to sum-
mon all the strength you have in order to keep his
spirits up and hope alive. If you have insurance,
it would be an excellent idea for your husband to
try psychological counseling to help him cope.

With that said, it also may be time for him to
think outside the box — gather with others for
brainstorming or sit down with the family to see
what options might be available. Perhaps it’s
time to develop interests into marketable skills.
He must love doing something. Let him treat a
hobby like a job and see if he could make an in-
terest into an income. The key is finding some-
thing to motivate him to keep trying. You can be
key, so take the lead and be a positive role model
he can count on in the days to come.

Dear Dr. Brothers: A tiny kitten found its way
into our garage, and my husband and I have been
taking care of it. He wants to keep it, but I want to
put it up for adoption. I don’t know why I should
be the responsible one that goes out of her way to
take in strays. He says no one’s going to want it.
Who is responsible for the kitten? — S.S.

Dear S.S.: It is great you were willing to take
in a stray. Who could resist? Some people could
have overlooked the animal, chased it out, un-
leashed the dog on it, or worse. There are still
people who tie them in a bag and throw them
in the river — and more who are not responsible
enough to spay and neuter their pets. So you’ve
done more than some. If you have a no-kill shel-
ter, you could ask if it would take the kitten.

Most shelters are crowded with more cats and
kittens than can be adopted, and are little more
than executioners. So if your household can’t
handle an addition, you may need to work to find
an owner for the new kitten. It is all right to admit
you can’t care for it, and you needn’t think no
one else will, either. Telling your friends, post-
ing signs and using bulletin boards at your local
pet store and veterinarian including a cute picture
might yield some results. While your husband
thinks no one would want the kitten, he may just
be wishing to keep it. It is easy to become at-
tached to a baby anything! He may wish to take
care of the kitten himself — why not ask him?
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Bridge e steve Becker

North dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
MATOS
¥9o4
€J953
#AK3
WEST EAST
®73 »4
Y108652 YKQ7
*37 ®AQ1042
874 Sd10652
SOUTH
#KQI10862
YAJ3
*K6
Q9
The bidding:
North East South  West
L& Pass 1o Pass
24 Pass 3% Pass
4 & Pass 4NT Pass
5% Pass X J

A Self-Imposed Challenge

Bad bidding sometimes makes for good drama.
Witness this deal where South got to six spades.
He was clearly entitled to investigate the possi-
bility of a slam after North had raised one spade
to two. North might have had a hand that would
make six spades a laydown.

South had planned to stop at four if North had
bid three spades over three hearts, but when North
elected to cuebid four clubs, South pressed on to
slam. Having made a slam try with his three-heart
bid, South would have been better advised to re-
turn to four spades, and North would undoubt-
edly not have taken another bid.

West led a diamond, won by East with the ace,
and — because the lead could have been a single-
ton — East returned a diamond. This proved fatal,
as East later discovered to his sorrow.

South took the king, drew trumps and ruffed
the nine of diamonds, hoping the queen would
fall. When it didn’t, South played all his remain-
ing trumps, producir&g this position:

orth

Y9
¢J
dAK3
West East
Immaterial YKQ
+Q
S106
South
YAJ3
*Q9

South cashed his three club tricks, and on the
third one, East couldn’t afford to part with the
queen of diamonds, so he discarded a heart. De-
clarer then scored the last two tricks with the A-J
of hearts.

The outcome would have been different had
East shifted to the king of hearts at trick two. This
would have severed a crucial line of communi-
cation between the North-South hands, and the
slam would have gone down one.
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“If Santa doesn’t have a Magical-Maria
Giggle and Coo Interactive Talking
Baby, would another kind be okay?”

Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green
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This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right. pitfel
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Cryptoquip

PE N BHFHQEWEF, BINAAM

XPQC KNMK KHGSAIPID

KNAPQPBNF, P DWSKK AJNA

GPDJA XS N RNQQHAM RNQHCM.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: BROADWAY MUSICAL

ABOUT PEOPLE WHO LOVE TO VISIT A CERTAIN

INDIAN METROPOLIS: “HELLO, DELHI!”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals S

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 41 Parcel of 61 Chances, 20 Young
1 Jungfrau, land for short seal
for one 42 Winter 21 Experts
4 Docket ailment DOWN 22 Springlike
entry 44 Put the 1 Venom- melody
8 White —on ous viper 23 Stannum
spread (stop) 2 Meadow 27 Space-
12 Vast 46 Ocean 3 Easily craft com-
expanse motion perceived partment
13 Awe- 50 Toast 4 Friendly 29 Cream-
struck topping ghost colored
14 Pinnacle 51 Curved 5 — Khan horse
15 Fence for molding 6 With 18- 30 Andy’s
defense 52 One of Across, pal
17 Anatomi- Rome’s carbon- 31 Strip of
cal seven ated drink wood
network hills 7 Spew out 33 Fettuc-
18 See 6- 56 Evi- 8 Wedlock- cine
Down denced a related sauce
19 Ache aid pinprick 9 Unorigi- 35 Moo goo
21 Pluto, 57 Sweeping nal one gai pan
once story 10 Bigfoot’s pan
24 Historic 58 “Platoon” cousin 38 Hearty
boy king setting, 11 The brew
25 Tease for short yoke’s on 40 Com-
26 Tear 59 Missile them mandeer
28 Re shelter 16 Acceler- 43 Let
Benedict 60 Dweeb ator bit off the
XVI Solution time: 25 mins. hook?
32 Earthen- m[o] 45 Cudgel
ware AIN| 46 Kernels’
pot T1E cores
34 Promptly :H 47 Wrinkly
36 Tibetan LIE citrus
monk ol[e| 48 Bobbin
37 Com- T|El 49 Record-
memora- ing
tive pillar Stote 53 Whopper
39 Homer’s wielal 54 Siesta
inter- Als|r] 55 Type
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