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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Dr. Joyce

JOUBE I\ ep WELL, KT \ERST VET ME BE THE FIPST TO THANKC ou
SOMEBODY Dr. Broth
AROUND HERE r. Brothers
\$ GRATEFUL!

Coule argues
about spending

. Dear Dr. Brothers: I have a hard time dealing
Beetle Balley * Mort Walker with my wife’s spending. We have gone over the

PAINTING IS 50 WHAT ARE YoU YOUR MUSE 16 budget so many times I am blue in the face. She
INSPIRATION! ABOUTTO STRIKQ :
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Www.babyblues.com

AN ART WAITING FOR2 came to the marriage with about $20,000 in cred-
: ) it-card debt, which I paid as a wedding present. &= '
Now she’s running up bills again, even though ot by king Features syna.

www.familycircus.com
I lecture her. I can’t afford to bail her out again. .
She says she only “needs a few things.” — B.R. Mommy! Can we start belng naughty

Dear B.R.: I know you must be frustrated after again or do we still need to be nice?”
your efforts to get your wife on track. It could

be she is looking to you to bail her out again. conceptis sudolcu ® Dave Green

You came to her rescue the first time and she suf-

©2010 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

fered no consequences. So, despite lectures, she
,ﬁog%; doesn’t take you seriously. She probably puts you 3 5 9 6
UALKER|  in the same bag as an annoying teacher who says 8 6 4 3 S
study harder while she is getting papers written j:
Blondie ® Chic Young by a cute bpy. She may have a shopping problem, 7 2 8 g
but by paying her debts, you set yourself up to be Z
[ NOTICE ANY DIFFERENCE IN YOUR TTT (NOTHING AT ALL? WHOA! an enabler. So, take a new tack. 2 1 7 £
O RS BAI!IST?EEE OWE &% MéKEE I suggest you go to a financial planner to help £
= THE NEW WATER A THING! you set up a budget including paying off credit 3 6 &
SOFTENER? ) NOTHING ' cards monthly. Have your wife participate so she B
can see where the money comes from and where 4 8 ) a
it goes. If necessary, make up envelopes and put 1 9 3 £
cash in them until she gets the idea. This may =
seem silly, but you have to treat her as though she &
doesn’t get it, because she doesn’t. Part of your 3 9 4 7 S
g § planning should include setting up mutual goals | 7/ 3 5 AN E
f; %g B for saved money. Give her a stake in things. — e — ©
° 2 Dear Dr. Brothers: I am the mother of an P!ty hevel
o : adorable 2-year-old girl. In the past few months,  7p:cic 4 logic-based num- [1]4]6[7]8[5[3]9]2
. ) Mandy is working hard to have fun — she makes ber placement puzzle. 3/7|5|9]|4/2|1/6|8]
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne a mess and I spend my day cleaning up after her. 7y, goal is 1o enteranum- 121819161311|7/4]5|
- She is also wanting to help Mommy in the kitch- ... 7 9 ; heellinwhich 171912]4/1/8/6/5/3
V 0// '/ WER, ) ©2010 by King Features Syndicate, Inc ; . er, 1-9,ineach cellinwhic
THOUéA% M/ffgéROM THAEIéglé V)C/%emdg/‘%gyp%fzg; . en. Wh}le there are things she can do, the extra ;.1 row, column and 3x3 Z ? g g 2 Z S ; ;
QHORE ANV WE’VE MORE R gg;ﬁ;é work gives me a hgadache. I am the neat type, regionmust contain only one oAl als o
9PRUN@ ALEAK 1 D and this mess is driving me crazy. —’M.E. instance of each numeral. sl5112 79236
. Dear ML.E.: Because your child is only 2, she The solution to the last {913 7816 415 2111
can’t be expected to be neat — although I have ¢, 70ku puzzle is at right. Bty Lot * k% =

seen 2-year-olds who are almost comically fas-
‘1 tidious. You probably also haven’t encountered
the 2-year-old whose frustration has boiled over Cry- to ui
into tantrums when she can’t accomplish all she p q' p
has in her head. She probably will take a cue from
Mommy when it comes to keeping her room neat
and her things picked up; she can help with these MK S P N K G S S K J O X S DM S K
chores now, just as she can learn the fun stuff.
But please don’t put too much emphasis on
neatness in the next few years. While she should NPVLOMA KV UDKZOMA. SWD
be able to clean up when it’s time to go to school, '
she should be able to be a preschooler who is ex-
ploring the world and using creativity to make
sense of things. If you squelch that in favor of a UPVLDS KZMDV CKXSDQ SWD
clean kitchen, I think you could be disappointed
in yourself in the end. So try to adjust to your

daughter’s enthusiasm. If necessary, enlist a X O A M “ M K C D S X P J K G Q , "

young “mother’s helper” to clean up the mess!

Enjoy your child, and let her get her hands dirty. Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A COLORFUL
You will be setting the stage for the next years, CHATTY BIRD SAYS SOMETHING SATIRICAL I’
when you can say you truly had fun together. You  GUESS THAT MIGHT BE A PARROTY PARODY.
will learn to be less uptight, and your child will

grow to be herself. ’ ; .
(c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate TOday $ Cryptoqu1p Clue' S equals T

World rights reserved
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

Bridge ® Steve Becker Crossword e Eugene Sheffer
WE 60T AN INVITATION TO THE WE 60T AN 8( I SAID MINE FIRST. )/ TRUE, THOUGH YOU
SCHWALLERS’ NEW _YEAR’S EVE PARTY!) INVITATION TO 3 DID HIDE THIS ONE r\;‘f N f'lfl‘ﬂfrv ulnerable. ACROSS 43 Cotton 59 Even- 20 Couch
A MY SISTER'S NEW 3 / 7 IN THE GARBAGE. NORTH 1 Past fabric money 21 Keystone
~ = ‘@—Wg YEAR'S EVE PARTY! ¢ = 8173 4 Talked X-  named roulette —
AR - e YA / 7 % ratedly? for an bet 22 Birthright
y s H ¢ west" 1907 past 12Charged oty DOWN 23 Onases
\ = : 1 g s voto? bit woe 45 g:)yme- 1 Havea 27 Fe:;zsry
g «ﬁ\ ¥ r‘ ; l S—— A P PR 13 Playful what bug acces-
= \\\/ < J\ 3 > \:—; 7= f SOUTH prank unfriendly 2 Stickum sory
BN \l g = \E ) / ;‘}\K 17659 14 1d coun- 47 Opposite 3 Yoko of 29 Tittle
y H BN = = Y ¢107 - terpart of post- music 30 Yuletide
12-27/ 24 HIN= B =, T aKII0 15Babysit, 48 llustra- 4 Climbed 32 Rani's
= west " Korth  East South 172-9t-| 4 a9 gons 5 B”:”Ch a4 J""rali’ ,
R 1 & Pass 44 5 ntlere esem- entree ack-o’-
Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts Dble L animal bled, as 6 Make lantern
: Opening lead — king of spades. 18 Sprite one’s up your 37 Counse-
Jg"&, MAYBE. CK, K 1 @ HOME | MOXIE Famous Hand 19 Collie of parent mind lor at
UH- | "HavE S‘AA . ﬁ This deal was played in an international pair filmand 54 Golf 7 Staggers Troy
OH...| Moxie? oA 113 %Ei championship. With Walter Avarelli and Mas- TV prop 8 Mistakes 39 Pure
- < = =] simo D’Alelio of Italy North-South, and Kenneth 21 Corn bit 55 Circle the in print gold
X ( _/ Qg — &® ) .| Konstamand Maurice Harrison-Gray of England 24 0ld earth 9 Cares for Elas 24
g - e - \; East-West, the bidding went as shown. portico 56 Unlted. 10 erlnkly 42 Jfrsey
Y & N\ s A Harrison-Gray, West, led the king of spades on 25 Colum- 57 That gir fruit -
D »JE } vf;;;@ g G which Konstam, East, played the nine! Ordinar- 26 ’kzlus sch. 58 Hors’e- 11 Jab . 443, on the
o “ 71 ily, the nine — an unnecessarily high spot card — ew man s 16 Barbie's phone
H ) %’5 E - 1y, y hugh sp comer to handful friend 45 Inaugura-
qFi 5 would be regarded as a request for West to con- ; ;
o [ tinue the suit. That’s how almost everyone plays sociely Solution time: 24 mins. ton
¢ ~ g =3 d that's h Harrison-G it ted th > 28 Att_ach remtgtlon
A F— and that's how Harrison-Gray interpreted the 31 giillets 46 Gratis
nine. But when he led another spade, D’Alelio 33 Bribe 50 Japanese
ruffed and made the contract, discarding a dia- 35 Molecule sash
mond on dummy’s fourth club. A diamond shift part 51 Exces-
would, of course, have done South in. 36 Sontag or sively
ARN THEY INVENTED Obviously, Harrison-Gray and Konstam were Sarandon 52 Conclu-
Hot MENOPAUSE TO operating on different wavelengths. Konstam in- 38 Arctic sion
PRIVE TEENAGERS tended the spade nine as a signal for a diamond bird 53 Even-
OTOF THEHOUEE, shift — the higher-ranking of the two remaining 40 Greek money
DIDNT THEY? side suits (clubs and diamonds). This was con- _ VOWel roulette
sistent with the suit-preference signals Konstam 41 War god Saturday’s answer 12-27 bet
normally played in situations of this type. 1T 12 |3 2 15 16 7 |8 9 10 |11
It can be argued that Harrison-Gray should
have led a diamond at trick two anyway — despite |'? 13 14
what he thought was a come-on signal in spades [{5 17
AN ) — because he could gauge from the bidding that
€N .| declarer probably had no more spades. 20

The answer to this, if we accept Harrison-
Gray’s contention that there can be no such thing

-
#Fozguﬁbﬁtyém%g% as a suit-preference signal at trick one, is that 29 30
! Konstam was requesting a spade continuation
: IT NOULD COME T OF simply because he did not want any other suit
g7 | | THEDRYERALOT led.

[ 7 a FLUFFIER THAN THAT However, a more practical answer is this: Once
77 S\ i ; two players agree to play together in an important
§% 8’ A ‘ éx championship, they should discuss in advance
XX = 3 3 any and all methods of defense they plan to use.
One cannot expect harmonious results when the
= s i trombone is playing Sousa and the cello is play-

= e ing Beethoven.
. § (c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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