
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/27

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 12/23

Famous Hand
This deal was played in an international pair 

championship. With Walter Avarelli and Mas-
simo D’Alelio of Italy North-South, and Kenneth 
Konstam and Maurice Harrison-Gray of England 
East-West, the bidding went as shown.

Harrison-Gray, West, led the king of spades on 
which Konstam, East, played the nine! Ordinar-
ily, the nine – an unnecessarily high spot card – 
would be regarded as a request for West to con-
tinue the suit. That’s how almost everyone plays, 
and that’s how Harrison-Gray interpreted the 
nine. But when he led another spade, D’Alelio 
ruffed and made the contract, discarding a dia-
mond on dummy’s fourth club. A diamond shift 
would, of course, have done South in.

Obviously, Harrison-Gray and Konstam were 
operating on different wavelengths. Konstam in-
tended the spade nine as a signal for a diamond 
shift – the higher-ranking of the two remaining 
side suits (clubs and diamonds). This was con-
sistent with the suit-preference signals Konstam 
normally played in situations of this type.

It can be argued that Harrison-Gray should 
have led a diamond at trick two anyway – despite 
what he thought was a come-on signal in spades 
– because he could gauge from the bidding that 
declarer probably had no more spades.

The answer to this, if we accept Harrison-
Gray’s contention that there can be no such thing 
as a suit-preference signal at trick one, is that 
Konstam was requesting a spade continuation 
simply because he did not want any other suit 
led.

However, a more practical answer is this: Once 
two players agree to play together in an important 
championship, they should discuss in advance 
any and all methods of defense they plan to use. 
One cannot expect harmonious results when the 
trombone is playing Sousa and the cello is play-
ing Beethoven.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: I have a hard time dealing 
with my wife’s spending. We have gone over the 
budget so many times I am blue in the face. She 
came to the marriage with about $20,000 in cred-
it-card debt, which I paid as a wedding present. 
Now she’s running up bills again, even though 
I lecture her. I can’t afford to bail her out again. 
She says she only “needs a few things.” – B.R.

Dear B.R.: I know you must be frustrated after 
your efforts to get your wife on track. It could 
be she is looking to you to bail her out again. 
You came to her rescue the first time and she suf-
fered no consequences. So, despite lectures, she 
doesn’t take you seriously. She probably puts you 
in the same bag as an annoying teacher who says 
study harder while she is getting papers written 
by a cute boy. She may have a shopping problem, 
but by paying her debts, you set yourself up to be 
an enabler. So, take a new tack.

I suggest you go to a financial planner to help 
you set up a budget including paying off credit 
cards monthly. Have your wife participate so she 
can see where the money comes from and where 
it goes. If necessary, make up envelopes and put 
cash in them until she gets the idea. This may 
seem silly, but you have to treat her as though she 
doesn’t get it, because she doesn’t. Part of your 
planning should include setting up mutual goals 
for saved money. Give her a stake in things.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am the mother of an 
adorable 2-year-old girl. In the past few months, 
Mandy is working hard to have fun – she makes 
a mess and I spend my day cleaning up after her. 
She is also wanting to help Mommy in the kitch-
en. While there are things she can do, the extra 
work gives me a headache. I am the neat type, 
and this mess is driving me crazy. – M.E.

Dear M.E.: Because your child is only 2, she 
can’t be expected to be neat – although I have 
seen 2-year-olds who are almost comically fas-
tidious. You probably also haven’t encountered 
the 2-year-old whose frustration has boiled over 
into tantrums when she can’t accomplish all she 
has in her head. She probably will take a cue from 
Mommy when it comes to keeping her room neat 
and her things picked up; she can help with these 
chores now, just as she can learn the fun stuff.

But please don’t put too much emphasis on 
neatness in the next few years. While she should 
be able to clean up when it’s time to go to school, 
she should be able to be a preschooler who is ex-
ploring the world and using creativity to make 
sense of things. If you squelch that in favor of a 
clean kitchen, I think you could be disappointed 
in yourself in the end. So try to adjust to your 
daughter’s enthusiasm. If necessary, enlist a 
young “mother’s helper” to clean up the mess! 
Enjoy your child, and let her get her hands dirty. 
You will be setting the stage for the next years, 
when you can say you truly had fun together. You 
will learn to be less uptight, and your child will 
grow to be herself.
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