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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/30

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 12/29

Born of Despair
Desperate circumstances require desperate 

remedies.
For an extreme example, consider this deal 

from a team-of-four match where at both tables 
the final contract was seven spades, and West led 
the king of hearts.

At the first table, declarer won with the ace and, 
with only 12 top tricks in sight, realized that his 
13th trick would have to come from diamonds. 
He therefore ruffed a low diamond at trick two, 
hoping the diamonds would prove to be divided 
4-3 or, failing that, that either opponent started 
with the singleton or doubleton queen.

South next led a trump to the ace and ruffed 
another low diamond. After drawing trumps, he 
crossed to dummy with a club and tried to run 
the diamonds. Unfortunately, East turned out to 
have started with five to the queen, so South went 
down one.

The declarer at the second table, upon winning 
the heart lead, first cashed the A-K of diamonds 
and then ruffed a diamond high. When West 
showed out on the third diamond, South real-
ized he could no longer establish the diamonds 
with normal play since he was short one entry to 
dummy.

So at trick five, he led a low trump and, after 
West followed low, finessed dummy’s seven! 
When the finesse succeeded, South was home. He 
ruffed another diamond high, led a trump to the 
ace and ruffed the fifth round of diamonds, finally 
felling East’s queen. After drawing West’s last 
trump, declarer then played a club to dummy’s 
ace and cashed the jack of diamonds to make the 
grand slam.

Desperate circumstances require desperate 
remedies!

(c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My brother is going 
through a horrible time, and his wife is to blame. 
In fact, she has managed to tear apart two families 
and guarantee that her own kids will have awful 
memories of their childhood. She wants a divorce 
so she can marry another guy, and she has man-
aged to turn the kids against their dad, who really 
loves them. How can I help with this situation, 
other than try to persuade her to stop? – L.D.

Dear L.D.: It is a difficult position for you: 
wanting to help yet knowing it probably will not 
be a happy outcome as long as a contested di-
vorce and alienation are part of it. But you could 
try the move you just mentioned: Invite the wom-
an to lunch and let her know you care about the 
kids. Without getting into the merits of her new 
boyfriend, let her know your brother’s children 
are a priority for you, and you’d like them to have 
a good relationship with their dad, because that 
will be best for their future happiness.

If she answers with a litany of her husband’s 
sins, there’s no point in arguing. But if she shows 
any flexibility, try to offer your help to the kids as 
a loving relative who wants to help heal the situ-
ation. Even if her goal seems to be to alienate her 
kids from your brother in order to gain custody, 
don’t give up. Try to establish a regular time to 
be with the children and remind them how much 
their dad loves them, without denigrating their 
mother. You might raise the possibility of coun-
seling as well. Just keep that foot in the door.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have moved to the South 
for job purposes, and my wife is adjusting better 
than I am. I keep thinking we may be reassigned 
to New England, so I don’t want to get too settled 
here. Besides, I am more reserved and don’t re-
ally try to make friends the way she does. This 
is starting to bother her, and we even had a fight 
about whether we should start saying “y’all,” like 
the locals do. She seems to do it naturally. I don’t 
do it at all. – S.C.

Dear S.C.: I am sorry your perceived instabil-
ity is holding you back from making a real home 
in your new location. I totally understand how 
disconcerting it can be to have everything up in 
the air – yet, some people move around every few 
years and find they are able to adjust easily. Leav-
ing behind friends in each place you live – people 
you can continue to know throughout life – may 
be the best way to overcome the problems of mo-
bility. If you try to be friendly and absorb the cul-
ture, you will enjoy everything more.

As far as taking up the local lingo, it shouldn’t 
be forced. Let yourself be open and it will hap-
pen, which may be why it hasn’t for you but has 
for your wife. You may be interested in a study 
done by researchers from the University of Texas 
and reported in the Journal of Personality and 
Social Psychology. They observed language used 
by college students and found language-style 
matching, or the ability to imitate others’ lan-
guage usage within a few seconds of beginning a 
conversation. Your wife has been listening to her 
neighbors, and that allows her to dive in.

(c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker
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•
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Mother has split 
dad and children

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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