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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Look! SLEET 1S PARTIALLY MELTED
IT's SNOW TUAT REFREEZES
SLEETING! Berore T BEACHES THE

SURFACE OF THE EARTH.
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

DO YOU HAVE
ANYTHING TO
SAY FOR

YOURSELF?2

Blondie ® Chic Young

NO
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BUT I HAVE
SOMETHING FOR
YOU TO SAY FOR

YOURSELF

“I SHOULDN'T DO
THIS TO ANOTHER
HUMAN BEING. T'LL
LEARN TO USE
REASON INSTEAD

OF
\VIOLENCE”

GREG+

Moe
WALKER

FOR THE NEW YEAR, I'M ROLLING
BACK MYy PRICES TO WHERE THEY

7]
-

2!

© 2010 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserved

HEY! WAIT A SECOND!

THESE PRICES ARE
A LOT HIGHER

www.Blondie.com

2005 WAS A PRETTY
\GECLO/V\\E\A:@ FOR Me!

FAREWELL HELGA !
VI LEAVE FgR ENGLAND ..
BUTI WiLL BRING
BACK ALL THE LOVE,
PAS5ION AND TOTAL
DEVOTION ZVE ALIWAYS
HAD FOR YOU,//

FRANKLY, N
I'P SETTLE FOR
S0ME NICE
JEWELRY

Mother Goose and Grimm °® Mike Peters

" GRIMM, Y0V KNOW HOW WHEN TWO PEOPLE
HAVE BEEN TOGETHER FOR A LONG TIME,
THEY START TOFINISH EACH OTHER'S 114
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I KNOW. A FULL DECADE INTO THE
21ST CENTURY AND STILL

NO HOVERCARS.

NOT EXACTLY WHAT
I MEANT, TED.
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Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts
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Vou BELOVED TV
AND DNVD CART/
WE DON'T HAVE TO
DO NOTHIN' Topay!

e

ALL RIGHT, CLASS,
AFTER WE WATCH TH1S
DVD, WE WILL HAVE A
TEST ON IT WHICH WiLL
COUNT FOR HALF OF
YOUR GRADE THIS YEAR

STUPID TV AND

£ RT.S

200l PATR(

DVD CART
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Do o\ EVER THINK.
ABOUT WHERE 'O\
WANT OGO TO

SONEPLACE NTEIDE
THE PARENTAL ORBIT,
BUT STILL WITHIN

Fealures Syndicate.
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NOTE:
UNFRIEND
ALL OVER-
ACHIEVERS.

Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

Neob needs

assertiveness

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have anew job, and while
it is nice to have increased responsibilities and a
needed raise, I am uncomfortable with manage-
ment duties. I have to whip a team of underper-
forming employees into shape! I am not assertive,
and am wondering if they will pay any attention
to me if I try to give them direction. How do I
fake it and seem authoritative? — V.F.

Dear V.F.: Congratulations! In this economy,
it’s quite a feat to keep your job, much less get a
promotion. Someone in charge thought you had
potential, or the logistics of the job and company
meant that you might not be the best material for
the position but you were offered it anyway. In
either case, it’s up to you to prove you are wor-
thy of this slot. One way you can hit the ground
running is to start reading, watching videos and
taking advantage of management training. Think
about the style of supervisors and the managers
you have had, and what worked or didn’t work
for them.

When all is said and done, you may have to step
outside your comfort zone in order to assert your-
self and gain the cooperation of your employees.
If you have to fake it, that’s all right. Soon your
faking will become the real thing. Work with your
own supervisor to make sure you know what is
expected of you and what guidelines you can of-
fer your employees. A boss doesn’t have to be in-
timidating. If you work on your self-confidence,
know-how, goal-setting and motivation skills,
everything should fall into place.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am concerned about my
brother. He’s a good kid, and made it through col-
lege mostly on his charm and looks. But he has
no ambition to get a job, and the only reason he
works at all is because my husband offered him
a part-time job in our small business and a room.
It’s more out of charity than anything. He’s not
stupid, but how can he have any kind of life if he
isn’t willing to do anything? Can I help? — L.S.

Dear L.S.: It seems you and your husband are
already helping. It occurs to me that besides be-
ing kind family members, you perhaps are also
under the spell of your brother’s charm! If not,
I’d like to know how he got you to give him a job
and a room. I hope you at least expect him to pay
rent and help around the house. Otherwise, it is
your intelligence that needs evaluating!

If there is anything good that can come of this
arrangement, it probably is the fact that your
brother will either develop an interest in what he
is doing or become so bored and disappointed
with his lack of resources that he decides to make
some effort to get a full-time job or develop job
skills. Most of us work for money — to pay the
rent, to feed and clothe ourselves and to buy the
toys that make our lives comfortable and fun. If
your brother doesn’t value these things, he is un-
usual. And if he also doesn’t have any ambition
to do anything at all, he is even more out of step,
as most people enjoy the feeling of accomplish-
ment they get from work that they like.

(c) 2010 by King Features Syndicate

Bridge e steve Becker

West dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
NORTH
MKQ7TS
¥985
®A108
432
WEST EAST
N9 6 #J1084
YKQJI7432 v—
*Q 9765432
*JOo7 ®105
SOUTH
SA32
YAL06
*KJ
S#AKQ86
The bidding:
West North  East South
3¢ Pass Pass 3NT
Pass 4 NT Pass 6 NT

Opening lead — king of hearts.

Famous Hand

Pietro Forquet, the Italian star who in the 1960s
and ‘70s was regarded by many of his peers as
the best player in the world, tells this story on
himself. He was playing rubber bridge with his
wife as his partner, and he got to six notrump as
shown.

West led the king of hearts, taken with the ace,
and Forquet ran five club tricks, discarding two
hearts from dummy. He next cashed the A-Q of
spades, at which point he paused to take stock,
since he had only 11 sure tricks in sight.

Forquet knew for sure that West had started
with seven hearts and three clubs, and had also
followed suit twice in spades. His only unknown
card, therefore, had to be a diamond or a spade.

If the card was a diamond, Forquet reasoned,
the odds were 7-1 that it would be a low dia-
mond rather than the queen. Accordingly, he led
dummy’s eight of diamonds to the jack, confident
of a favorable outcome. But alas, West’s only
diamond was the queen, and Forquet went down
four!

“DOWN FOUR?” said his wife incredulously.
“Down four,” Forquet replied sadly.

Subsequent analysis revealed that the 16-time
world champion had actually misplayed the hand.
At the point where he led the diamond from dum-
my, he could have assured the slam 100 percent
by playing the king from his hand!

If West showed out of diamonds, it would mean
that he had started with three spades and the suit
was divided 3-3. If West followed suit in dia-
monds, even with a low one, the slam would still
be ice-cold. In that case, Forquet would play a
spade to dummy’s king and lead the fourth spade
back, taking care to discard his jack of diamonds
on the trick! That would compel East to win the
spade and return a diamond into dummy’s A-10
at trick 12, yielding the slam.

(¢)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Family Circus e Bil Keane

© 2011 Bil Keane, Inc
Dist. by King Features Synd
www.familycircus.com

“Now we get to go back and rerun
all the months again.”

Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green
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Difficulty Level %

1/03

This is a logic-based num- |6/3|119/8/2|4|5|7
ber placement puzzle. 5/2]416/3/7]|9|8 1]
The goal is to enter a num- 7181911/5/412/316;
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich 9/41715/6/813/12
8/6/2(3|4|1[5|7|9
eacﬁ row, colum(l and 3x3 315729864
regionmustcontainonlyone [275T3l2/1]617 98
instance of each numeral. 11718lal9/ 3|6/ 25
The solution to the last |2]/9]6|8|7|5[1]4]|3]

Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip

X FOR HXEZ O QGJEOLKZ

QGIQIZFA OLITY ORAJRZ'N

ITYZG Z20G. AJT SXHIY NOA 4

X'S OR OTGXFKZ

IGOFKZ.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SINCE THIS IS THE
PERFECT TIME FOR SINGING AN ARIA, I GUESS

IT’S AN OPERA-TUNE MOMENT.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals M

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 43 “Char- 2 Portent 25 Kazakh
1 “What's lotte’s —" 3 “Arrive- river
up, —?” 44 Swindle derci” 26 Frost
4 Recede 46 Conse- 4 Sala- 27 Cravats
7 Prison crate mander 28 Hit hard
11 Eastern 50 Green 5 Mediocre 29 Aware of
potentate gem 6 Side road 30 Pesky
13 Aviate 53 Anger 7 “Jurassic insect
14 Nevada 55 “Once — Park” 31 “Mayday!”
city a time” actor 35 Wood-
15 Suitor 56 Winged 8 Every iota cutter’s
16 Spotted, 57 Poorly lit 9 Eisen- tool
as Tweety 58 Calf- hower 38 Japanese
would say length 10 Bagel pond fish
17 Show 59 Crooner topping 40 Society
off the Crosby 12 Cartoonist new-
muscles 60 It's known for comer
18 Uppity between overly 42 Coast
ones ar and tee intricate along
20 Fifty 61 Baseball devices 45 Singer
percent hat 19 Bando of Kristoffer-
22 Hearing baseball son
organ DOWN 21 Parcel of 47 Grand
24 Dannon 1 Slight land story
product touches 23 Crimson 48 Car-
28 Over- bonated
whelms Solution time: 25 mins. drink
32 Shinto 49 Quick cut
gateway 50 Poke
33 — Domini 51 “The
34 Two, in Greatest”
Tijuana 52 “The Da
36 Hobbling Vinci
37 Stem Code”
39 “Blazing author
—7 Brown
41 Frank- 54 Type
furter squares
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