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Young farm leaders
to meet in Wichita

More than 400 farmers and
ranchers between the ages of 18
and 35 will gather Friday through
Sunday, Jan. 28 to 30, in Wichita
at the Kansas Farm Bureau Young
Farmers and Ranchers Leaders
Conference at the Hyatt Regency
Hotel.

The theme for this years’ con-
ference is “Farming Beyond Your
Field,” focusing on opportunities
for young farmers and ranchers to
influence farm policy and public
opinion through involvement and
participation in Farm Bureau.

“We are excited to offer a mean-
ingful agenda at our leaders confer-
ence,” said Jeff Bathurst, a Dick-
inson County farmer who serves
as volunteer chair of the Young
Farmers and Ranchers committee.
“Today’s 20- and 30-something
producers face unique challenges,
and we are eager to work togeth-
er to find ways to help fulfill our
dream of building our lives in and
around agriculture.”

In a Saturday morning keynote
address, the group will hear from
Dr. Jeff Stamp, recognized global-
ly as a master creative practitioner
in over 30 industries, including
food processing, advanced agri-
culture and venture capital. His
topic is “Creative Innovation: The
Entrepreneurial Imperative.”

Also on the agenda is a pre-
sentation from Troy and Stacy
Hadrick, fifth-generation ranch-
ers from South Dakota, who will
share their success in tapping into
public trust of farmers and ranch-
ers and influencing the hearts and
minds of those not directly con-
nected with agriculture.

Detailed information, including
the formal agenda, can be found
at www.kfb.org/yfr. Registration
deadline is Friday, Jan. 14.

Kansas Farm Bureau, estab-
lished in 1919, is an advocacy
organization supporting farm
families, with chapters in most
counties.

New field guide a tool

to help manage insects

Farmers and consultants now
have a new tool at their disposal
for identifying managing insects.

“Crop Insects of Kansas” is a
field guide released this fall by
Kansas State University Research
and Extension’s Department of
Entomology.

“It’s a good reference for inte-
grated management of insect pests
in all the major crops across Kan-
sas,” said Jeff Whitworth, an Ex-
tension crop entomologist.

The guide contains full-color
pictures and descriptions of both
insect pests and beneficial insects
at different stages of development.
The guide focuses on the identifi-
cation and management of crop in-

On the Beat

sects, not on insecticide use, since
recommendations for insecticides
change frequently. The insects are
categorized by the crops they af-
fect for easy reference.

Whitworth said the goal in cre-
ating this guide was to modify the
popular book “Insects in Kansas”
specifically for farmers and con-
sultants. He said he hopes the
guide will be something they can
keep in their truck for a quick and
handy reference.

Copies cost $11.40. You can
check one out at your county ex-
tension office. Order by going to
www.ksre.ksu.edu/library or by e-
mailing orderpub@ksre.ksu.edu.

COLBY POLICE
Monday

1:27 p.m. — Employee reported
two subjects in store several times
buying compressed air.

5:02 p.m. — Protective custody
report filed.

11:49 p.m. — Caller wanted to
locate wife somewhere in Colby.
Vehicle located, spoke with sub-
ject.

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Wednesday, Dec. 29

6:15 p.m. — Assisted Colby Po-

lice with hit and run accident.
Thursday, Dec. 30

11:06 a.m. — Caller reported that
light near residence appeared to
have been shot out at Q.

Friday
6:45 a.m. — Civil forfeiture: re-

ports filed on four vehicles in im-
pound.

8:12 am. — Assisted Colby
Police at Fourth and Range with
stalled vehicle.

8:15 a.m. — Police advised of
stalled vehicle partially in road-
way at south K-25 mile 193. Help
en route with fuel; provided traffic
control.

2:04 p.m. — Trash dumped
on County Rd. 23 in the area of
County Rds. W and Y.

Caller witnessed vehicle slide
off road ad I-70 mile 53 off-ramp.
Unable to locate.

9:50 p.m. — Caller reported ve-
hicle northbound on K-25 with
children unrestrained. No disposi-
tion.

Laura Norris Photography,
formerly of Goodland, has re-
located to Colby and
is open for business at
1880 County Road 15,
four miles west of town
and south from U.S. 24
on County Road 15.

Norris said she spe-
cializes in weddings,
families, babies and
special occasions.

“I was in business in
downtown Goodland
for five years,” Norris said. “My
husband Tyler, who worked for

Photography studio

moves to Colby area

Laura Norris

Midwest Energy, transferred to
Colby to work with Sunflower
Electric, so we made
the move to Colby.”
She said she is a na-
tive of Grand Junction,
Colo., and her husband
is from Stratton, Colo.
They have two sons,
Quinn 2, and Orinn 6.
Norris said she is
ready to go to work.
She can be reached at
(785) 821-4699, or go
to her website at lauranorris-
photography.com.

Louisiana mass bird kill
just days after Arkansas

By Janet McConnaughey
Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — It
isn’t easy being a blackbird in the
South.

First, New Year’s Eve fireworks
were blamed in central Arkansas
for making thousands of black-
birds confused, crashing into
homes, cars and each other. Then
300 miles to the south in Loui-
siana, power lines likely killed
about 450 birds, littering a high-
way near Baton Rouge.

It’s almost certainly a coinci-
dence the events happened within
days of each other, Louisiana’s
state wildlife veterinarian Jim
LaCour said Tuesday. “I haven’t
found anything to link the two at
this point.”

Mass bird deaths aren’t un-
common. The U.S. Geological
Service’s website listed about 90
mass deaths of birds and other
wildlife from June through Dec.
12. There were five deaths of at
least 1,000 birds, with the largest
near Houston, Minn., where para-
site infestations killed about 4,000
water birds between Sept. 6 and
Nov. 26.

In Louisiana, the birds died
sometime late Sunday or early
Monday in the rural Pointe Cou-
pee Parish community of Labarre,
about 30 miles northwest of Baton
Rouge. The birds — a mixed flock
of red-winged blackbirds, brown-
headed cowbirds, grackles and
starlings — may have hit a power
line or vehicles in the dark, La-
Cour said. Two dozen of them had
head, neck, beak or back injuries.

About 50 dead birds were near
a power line 30 or 40 feet from
Louisiana Highway 1. About a
quarter-mile away, a second group
of 400 or more stretched from the
power line and across the high-
way, he said.

Dan Cristol, a biology professor

and co-founder of the Institute for
Integrative Bird Behavior Studies
at the College of William & Mary,
said the Louisiana birds may have
been ill or startled from their roost,
then hit the power line.

“They don’t hit a power line for
no reason,” he said.

In Beebe, New Year’s revelers
spent the holiday weekend clean-
ing up dead red-winged black-
birds. Some speculated that bad
weather was to blame. Others said
one confused bird could have led
the group in a fatal plunge. A few
spooked schoolkids guessed the
birds committed mass suicide.

Officials acknowledged, though,
they may never know exactly
what caused the large number of
deaths.

Cristol was skeptical of the fire-
works theory, unless “somebody
blew something into the roost,
literally blowing the birds into the
sky.”

Wildlife officials in both Arkan-
sas and Louisiana sent carcasses
to researchers at the National
Wildlife Health Center in Madi-
son, Wis. and the University of
Georgia.

LaCour said he didn’t expect
results for at least two or three
weeks.

In 1999, several thousand grack-
les fell from the sky and staggered
about before dying in north Loui-
siana. It took five months to get
the diagnosis: an E. coli infection
of the air sacs in their skulls.

“I hope things go faster than
that,” said Paul Slota, branch chief
for the National Wildlife Health
Center in Madison, Wis. He said
necropsies of the Arkansas birds
began Tuesday afternoon.

“If it isn’t strictly trauma, it
may take more time to get results
back,” he said. “When nothing
shows up, you run the tests longer
and let it incubate longer.”

Dinner to honor
Kansan of the Year

Sheila Bair, an Independence
native who is chairman of the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp.,
will be honored as Distinguished
Kansan of the Year at a dinner by
the Native Sons and Daughters on
Friday, Jan. 28, in Topeka.

Named as one of Time Maga-
zine’s most influential women in
2009, Bair oversees the agency in
Washington charged with main-
taining the stability of the nation’s
banking system.

Judge Deanell Reece Tacha,
born in Goodland and raised in
Scandia, will be honored as the
Kansan of the Year. She also will
speak at the dinner. Appointed by
President Reagan in 1985, Tacha
serves on the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the 10th Circuit, includ-
ing seven years as chief judge. In
2007, Judge Tacha received the
American Judicature Society’s
Devitt Award, the highest honor
given to a federal judge for distin-
guished lifetime service.

Everyone is invited to attend
the 93rd annual banquet in Topeka
in the Sunflower Ballroom in the

Maner Conference Center adja-
cent to the Capitol Plaza Hotel
on the grounds of the Kansas Ex-
pocentre. A social hour begins at
5:30 p.m. followed by dinner and
program at 6:30 p.m.

Corporate tables of 10 are avail-
able for $500, individual seating
for lifetime members is available
for $40 and new lifetime members
may purchase seats for $50, which
includes a membership fee. Tick-
ets may be ordered from Native
Sons and Daughters, Box 546, To-
peka, Kan., 66601-0546.

Tickets will be mailed for all or-
ders received by Tuesday, Jan. 18.
Ticket orders received after that
date may be picked up at the coat
check area in the Manor Confer-
ence Center beginning at 4 p.m.
on the date of the event.

Native Sons and Daughters was
formed to preserve Kansas history,
uphold our pioneer ancestors, en-
courage youth to embrace Kansas
ideals and honor outstanding citi-
zens. Whether a Kansas citizen,
native or not, all are invited to join
the organization.

Mulch landscape for winter

After they’ve entered win-
ter dormancy, most High Plains
landscape plants can benefit from
mulching. The covering will con-
serve moisture and lock in the
cold, to protect plants from win-
ter’s freeze-thaw cycles.

“Those cycles can literally
heave shallow-rooted plants out
of the ground,” said Ward Upham,
horticulturist with Kansas State
University Research and Exten-
sion. “That’s why winter mulch is
particularly important for garden
mums and strawberry plants.”

In Kansas, freeze-thaw cycles
kill more plants than the state’s
occasional sub-zero temperatures,
he said.

Mulch used to conserve mois-
ture of trees and shrubs must not
directly contact woody trunks,
however. Trunks need a “dough-
nut hole” of space several inches
wide. The only exception is hybrid
tea roses, which need a mound of
mulch and/or soil to insulate their
graft.

“You’ll need to check the plants
periodically, because mice and
voles sometimes use mulch as a
winter cover. Plus, they tend to
view tender bark as winter food
and sometimes will girdle and
kill a woody plant,” Upham said.
“Rabbits and mice also will climb
on top of snow-covered mulch to
gnaw on branches.”

That’s why a good practice is to
protect young and/or fruiting trees
and shrubs with a trunk-enclosing
cylinder of plastic wrap, poultry
wire or hardware cloth. The cylin-
der must extend several inches into

the ground and, if possible, about
18 inches above ground without
touching the trunk, he said.

“You can check for mice by
baiting a mouse trap with peanut
butter and placing it far enough
inside a plastic pipe that pets can’t
reach it. Put the pipe near vulner-
able plants and reset it about once
a week,” Upham said.

Broad- and narrow-leaf ever-
greens may need the additional
protection of a burlap wrap, the
horticulturist warned. Rhododen-
drons and blue spruces, for exam-
ple, can be subject to winterburn
from exposure to strong winter
winds and/or salt burn from being
too near a treated road.

“Any evergreen also can be at
risk to winterburn if it didn’t get
enough moisture during the grow-
ing season or it doesn’t get sup-
plemental moisture during a dry
winter,” he said. “Because ever-
greens don’t lose leaves, they also
don’t stop losing water from those
leaves and sometimes need water-
ing when temperatures are above
freezing.”
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Andrea, Kathryn, or Tammy today at 462-3963.

We make insurance =

premium for simplified bill paying

policy for your home, vehicles and other possessions

deductible for all covered possessions damaged in a single occurrence
company with a reputation of honesty and fair-dealing

agent to handle it all for you

.

=,
David Browne il
550 N. Franklin
Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

r- FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES
(4

Insurance « Investments
www.fbfs.com

Auto | Home | Life | Business | College | Retirement

Securities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC*, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company™,

Western Agricultural Insurance Company**, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. “Affiliates
*Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2010 FBL Financial Group, Inc. MCO11 (5-10)

ROOFMASTERS

Metal Roofs

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL 1-800-536-6642 COMMEBCIAL
Tamko Shingles Rubber Single Ply
GAF Shingles 1-785-462-6642  \yhite TPO Single Ply
Wood Shingles Built Up Systems

Modified Systems

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
7/ (800) 611-6735 \

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

et - . ——

Meadow Lake

Golf Course & Restaurant

Winter Hours: Mon -
Dining Hours: Lunch - 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Evening Dining - Open at 5 p.m.

Sat 11 am.-12p.m.

(_ CLOSED ON SUNDAYs )

Mondays: All you can eat Chili for $5
Monday Night Football
Saturdays: Prime Rib

*Salad bar & Dessert Friday & Saturdays Only

CMetow Lu

=T GoLe Course & RESTAURANT

785-460-6443
1085 E 6Golf Club Rd
Colby
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MAS
ounty INSURANCE AGENCY

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

provide all your insurance needs:

Representing many companies to * For great coverage
P 9 y P and customer

e Farm and Crop Insurance

e Inland Marine, Builders Risk
¢ Auto Service Shops

e Contractors

e Restaurants

¢ Salons and Day Spas

e Strip Malls, Condominiums

¢ Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV
e Commercial Property, Automobiles

¢ General Liability, Workers Compensation

¢ Body Shop and Collision Repair

e Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

service contact me!

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

P.O. Box 506 « 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 . Fax: 785-462-3752

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com « www.thomascountyins.com

* Various sized routes

* Weekends always off
* Friendly customers

NEED EXTRA MONEY?

Be a, Newspaper Carrier!

Check out all these GREAT Incentives!

* Sign on bonus after 3 mo.
* Bonus for new subscribers

* 1-2 hre, 4 times a week

Call us or Stop by

»
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