~ Page 6 Colby Free Press Friday, January 7, 2011

®

Outgomg governor reflects on time in oftice

Our announcement that we se-
cured an agreement to keep Hawk-
er Beechcraft in Wichita caps the
end of four very rewarding years.
It’s been an honor to serve as both

your lieutenant governor and gov- |

ernor. A real honor.

As this term ends, many have
asked me what accomplishments
I’m pleased about and what issues
I wish we could have worked on
but didn’t.

I want to answer both of those
questions for a couple of reasons.
First, to outline what has been
important to us. Second, because
I won’t comment on Kansas pub-
lic policy for quite a while after I
leave office. I believe we need to
give the new governor the oppor-
tunity to work on the challenges
Kansas continues to face without
unsolicited advice, so I'm going to
follow the tradition of prior gover-
nors and stay out of the way.
What I’m Really Pleased About

We accomplished more than I
thought possible when I started
this adventure with Gov. Sebelius
four and a half years ago. In no
particular order, here are the 10
achievements that jumped out at
me in thinking about this admin-
istration:

1. Steering the state budget
through a challenging time. I’ve
written on this at length, so I
won’t belabor it. Suffice it to say
that I cut state spending more than
any governor in Kansas history.
By doing it early and spreading it
into several years, we avoided the
dangerous budget cliff many states
are currently facing. Then we
raised the sales tax for 36 months.
This protected our schools, uni-
versities, safety net for the elderly
and disabled and general state ser-
vices. There are challenges ahead,
but Kansas is in a better position
than most other states.

2. The growth of wind farms.
When I became lieutenant gover-
nor we only had 365 megawatts
of wind power, about 3.5 percent
of our electric use. We now have
1,012 megawatts online and sev-
eral hundred have been announced
and will soon begin construction.
The big breakthrough came with
the Sunflower settlement, which
resulted in passage of a law that
requires utilities to be at 20 per-
cent renewable power by 2020.
Westar plans to add 369 mega-
watts of wind energy to its port-
folio, and there will be additional
advancements in the future.

3. The development of major
transmission lines in Western
Kansas. In order to take wind
power to its full potential, we need
to build huge power lines to move
the power from western Kansas to
the east. Two major lines are un-
der development in western Kan-
sas and will allow Kansas the op-
portunity to provide clean energy
to the rest of the country for many
years.
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10. Keeping Kansas
a great place to do busi-
ness. Various national
groups have consis-

Finally, I want to thank the per-
son that it all started with. Four
and a half years ago, Gov. Sebe-
lius contacted me and asked me if
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4. The start of a renewable en-
ergy manufacturing industry. The
state’s final leg of becoming a re-
newable energy leader was to re-
cruit renewable energy component
manufacturing companies. Other
states had jumped ahead of Kan-
sas because we didn’t have certain
policies, so companies doubted
our commitment. We now have
the Siemens plant in Hutchinson
and many others under develop-
ment.

5. National Bio and Agro-
Defense Facility. Gov. Sebelius
appointed a blue ribbon team to
push this project that included
business leaders, public officials,
Republicans, Democrats, and
Kansans from every corner of the
state. The result was that we beat
out 29 other proposals. But this
isn’t done yet — we still have an
annual battle to obtain the money
from the federal government. But,
when the facility is built, it will
further cement the importance of
our animal health corridor.

6. Working with the Board of
Regents to reinvigorate our univer-
sities. The Regents and I had be-
come concerned with the national
ranking of our universities. In my
view, we had drifted because of a
lack of focus on what really mat-
ters. At a Regents retreat in 2009,
I emphasized the importance of
strategic planning to improve our
retention rates, graduation rates
and placement of graduates. Plan-
ning right now will result in major
benefits for the state for years to
come.

7. Economic development wins.
Highlights include Black and Ve-
atch, Cerner, Bombardier LearJet,
and just last week, Hawker Beech-
craft. We have a great set of tools
to win these battles, but it is also
very important that the state not
overpay. I believe we hit the right
balance.

8. The public smoking ban. The
ban will save lives and an over-
whelming majority of Kansans
wanted it. I know the exceptions
are indefensible, but the legisla-
tive process is about compromise.
Sometimes you have to take what
you can get.

9. The new transportation plan.
Comprehensive transportation
plans passed in 1989 and 1999 ran
out, and I wanted the momentum
to continue. They have created
real economic development and
made our roads safer. We passed
a new plan that will create or keep
175,000 jobs and continue our
success of having the best roads in
the country.

tently ranked Kansas a
top 10 state to open and
operate a business. Gov.
Sebelius should receive
much of the credit for
policies to reduce busi-
ness taxes.
What I Wish We Could Have

Worked On

There are two policy areas I
wanted to get to, but could not.
Both are solvable problems, but
require state funding. Unfortu-
nately, our budget crunch made
that impossible.

1. The waiting list for Kansans
withdisabilities who need services.
The services that Kansas provides
for individuals with disabilities

I would consider a unique partner-
ship. I was as shocked as anyone.

But she believed the opportu-
nity to break down partisan walls

was worth the considerable risk.
And she was right. Whether it
was her bipartisan cabinet, her
bipartisan commissions, or ulti-
mately my selection, she showed
us what is possible when we all
work together. She proved what
we all knew already — that when

are incredible. Unfortunately, we
don’t have enough money to take
care of everyone. At least several
thousand Kansans need services
we can’t pay for. The most vul-
nerable citizens, through no fault
of their own, need help, and they
are not getting. I hope that as state
revenues recover this is the first
priority of the new governor and
future legislatures.

2. Kansas Public Employees
Retirement System underfunding.
Hundreds of thousands of Kansans
that serve our state depend on the
system to secure their retirement,
and it is not funded properly. This
is true for a variety of reasons, and
they are all fixable. Unfortunate-
ly, part of the fix will require the
State to provide money. Another
part will require people in the sys-
tem to give more and accept less.
Again, I had no money to bring a
potential solution to the table. I'm
confident that future administra-
tions will focus on this issue, and
I am hopeful they will reach a so-
lution.

Thanks

Let me first thank my family.
It’s been an amazing adventure,
and they have been with me all the
way. Stacy made us all proud as
First Lady, and I'm proud of the
way our children have handled the
spotlight.

Second, I want to thank our
Cabinet and staff. Despite the
rhetoric, state employees are not
overpaid. In fact, for many jobs,
the pay is so low that it’s tough to
find great people. We found great
people.

Third, I want to thank our leg-
islators. They make sacrifices the
public does not understand. They
are paid about $15,000 a year,
leave their families and communi-
ties and do the best they can under
tough circumstances. While there
has been much written about the
moderate coalition we created, it
is also true that we worked with
every legislator on at least one of
the 10 accomplishments I’ve writ-
ten about.

notes, weddings,
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Kansans pull together and ignore
partisan bickering, we can take on
any challenge.
It’s been great and I hope to see
you down the road.
Ad astra per aspera.
Mark

Want to know
what’s happening?

Society Editor

The Colby Free Press is looking for
a part-time society editor to do social
engagements,
obituaries, church and club items,
features and other news of interest
to the town. This is a great way to
be in touch with the pulse of your
town and get to know a lot of people.

attention to detail. Work week would
be 10-15 hours. Pay commensurate
with experience and ability. Send
a letter or e-mail to Kevin Bottrell,
editor, at 155 W. Fifth St.,
Kan., 67701,
com.This could be the job you've
been looking for. EOE m/f/h.

Colby,
kbottrell@nwkansas.

155 W. Fifth ¢ Colby, Kan. 67701 ¢ (785)-462-3963

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Andrea, Kathryn, or Tammy today at 462-3963.

premium for simplified bill paying

policy for your home, vehicles and other possessions

deductible for all covered possessions damaged in a single occurrence
company with a reputation of honesty and fair-dealing

agent to handle it all for you

M FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

(B

David Browne il
550 N. Franklin
Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Auto | Home | Life | Business | College | Retirement

Securities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC*, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company*,

Western Agricultural Insurance Company**, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company**/West Des anes |A. “Affiliates
*Company providers of Farm Bureau Fmancwal Services © 2010 FBL Financial Group, Inc. MCO11 (5-10)

Insurance « Investments
www.fbfs.com

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
RESIDENTIAL 1-800-536-6642 COMMERCIAL
Tamko Shingles Rubber Single Ply
GAF Shingles 1-785-462-6642  \yhite TPO Single Ply
Wood Shingles Built Up Systems

Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
- (800) 611-6735 \

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

= ——

Winter Hours: Mon

Dining Hours: Lunch - 11 a.m. -
Evening Dining - Open at 5 p.m.

Meadow Lake

Golf Course & Restaurant
-Sat 11 a.m. -

12 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

(_ CLOSED ON SUNDAYs )

Mondays: All you can eat Chili for $5
Monday Night Football
Saturdays: Prime Rib

*Salad bar & Dessert Friday & Saturdays Only

CMetow Lu

=T GoLe Course & RESTAURANT

785-460-6443
1085 E 6Golf Club Rd
Colby
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THOMAS
ounty INSURANCE AGENCY

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

Representing many companies to * For great coverage

provide all your insurance needs: and customer
service contact me!

¢ Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV

e Farm and Crop Insurance

e Commercial Property, Automobiles

¢ General Liability, Workers Compensation
e Inland Marine, Builders Risk

¢ Auto Service Shops

¢ Body Shop and Collision Repair

e Contractors

e Restaurants

¢ Salons and Day Spas

e Strip Malls, Condominiums

e Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

P.O. Box 506 « 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 . Fax: 785-462-3752

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com « www.thomascountyins.com

* Various sized routes

* Weekends always off
* Friendly customers

NEED EXTRA MONEY?

Be a, Newspaper Carrier!

Check out all these GREAT Incentives!

* Sign on bonus after 3 mo.
* Bonus for new subscribers

* 1-2 hre, 4 times a week

Call us or Stop by

155 W. Sth Street « 785.462.3963

»
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