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Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters

HOW'S GRIMM DOING
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OKAY, I KNOW 2010 WASN'T A GREAT
YEAR FINANCIALLY OR PRODUCTIVELY...

(T STILL CAN'T SEEM TO REACH MY )\
STAFF. I DON'T KNOW WHAT
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BUT I VOW TO MAKE
2011 THIS DEPARTMENT’S
BEST YEAR EVER!

I MEAN, HOW DID
I MOTIVATE YOU WHEN
YOU WORKED FOR ME2
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FAIL IN THE FIRST
MONTH, RIGHT?

WELL, IT CERTAINLY WASN'T
THROUGH ANY COST-OF-LIVING
WAGE INCREASES.

JUST TRY AND NOD
AGREEABLY TO MY
PEP TALKS, MIKE.

ALWAYS
A PLEASURE
TALKING TO
YOU, ALICE.
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IT'S HARD TO LICK
ALL THE MIDDLE OFF
AN OREO. I DON'T
KNOW WHY THEY
BOTHER PUTTING THE
COOKIES AROUND -THE

MIDDLE ANYWAY

|Heloise

® Hints from
|| Heloise

Slow cooker
tops for winter

Dear Readers: With winter here, it’s a perfect
time to use your SLOW COOKER for some deli-
cious comfort food and to save on your food bud-
get! Here are some helpful hints:

e Can’t find the lid of your slow cooker? Check
out resale shops for a match.

e If the pot of your slow cooker is not remov-
able, clean with water and some dish soap. If
baked-on food remains, fill the pot with water
and plug in for about 20-30 minutes. Stuck food
should loosen and be easier to clean.

* Newer models of slow cookers have a “warm”
setting to keep foods, dips and even beverages,
well, warm!

* No peeking! Every time you look in on your
food cooking, it adds 20 to 30 minutes to your
cook time, which means dinner is late and you
use more energy.

e Cut up veggies the night before, or use frozen
ones.

* Concerned about leaving the cooker on all
day while not at home? Don’t be. They can be
safely used while no one is watching.

Once you use one, you'll ask yourself, “Why
didn’t I do this before?”” — Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:

Heloise

P.O. Box 795000

San Antonio, TX 78279-5000

Fax: 210-HELOISE

E-mail: Heloise(at)Heloise.com

KEEPING GRAVY WARM

Dear Heloise: For big family dinners, I use my
insulated, glass-lined coffee carafes for the gravy.
It works great for a large family dinner, and ev-
eryone can be assured that the gravy will be hot,
especially for those return trips. I also use my
slow cookers for keeping mashed potatoes and
dressing warm. — Susanne in La Habra Heights,
Calif.

CEREAL HINT

Dear Heloise: When I buy boxes of cereal, I im-
mediately pour the contents into a clear, gallon-
size zipper bag and throw away the big, bulky
boxes. Now it’s easy to determine which cereal
you want, and the sealed bag keeps it fresher.
Takes up less space on the shelf, too! — Jean in
Torrington, Conn.

Good point, and one I do sometimes. I cut off
the label and the nutritional info and slip it in the
bag for later reference. — Heloise

LIDS AS COOKIE CUTTERS

Dear Heloise: I keep the tops of spray-oil cans.
After washing them, I use them as biscuit and
cookie cutters. — Treva Easterling in Florida

POST-HOLIDAY CANDY

Dear Heloise: After the holidays, I always have
leftover candy-coated chocolates. I separate them
into two different bags — red for Valentine’s Day
and green for St. Patrick’s Day. I put them in
cookies when baking for those holidays! — Linda
in Dublin, Ohio

(c)2011 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge e steve Becker

North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
NORTH
MAS

YAQI93
®AKI02
a7 4
WEST EAST
Sg82 #QJ1096
8762 YK 4
€975 Q83
dAY6S MK 82
SOUTH
S#K743
Y105
*Jj64
SQJ103
The bidding:
North East South  West
v 1 INT Pass
3NT

Opening lead — eight of spades.

Keeping an Open Mind

There are times when a defender must revise
his initial plan to defeat the contract and look else-
where for the setting trick(s). Today’s deal from a
2010 team contest provides a case in point.

Declarer won the opening spade lead in his
hand in order to try the heart finesse, and East
took the king and returned a spade to establish his
suit. East hoped to regain the lead with a diamond
or a club, in which case his three spade winners
would set the contract.

After taking the spade return, declarer ran
dummy’s hearts, forcing East to make three dis-
cards. The first discard — a club — was easy, but
the last two were not. To keep all of his spades
as well as protection for the queen of diamonds,
East decided to get rid of his K-8 of clubs, hoping
his partner could guard against that suit.

This made things simple for declarer, who next
led a club to the queen. West allowed the queen
to hold (South would have made an overtrick
if West had taken the ace), and declarer had his
ninth trick.

Nine tricks would also have accrued if East had
thrown one of his spades in order to keep the club
king. In that event, East would win the club lead
from dummy at trick eight and cash his two re-
maining spades, but would then have to return a
diamond from the queen to yield the contract.

The trouble with East’s defense was that he
had his heart so set on scoring his spades that he
missed an obvious alternative. All he had to do
was to discard two spades on the last two hearts
and hold the K-8 of clubs. East could then put
up the king on the first club lead (if South had
the ace, declarer had nine tricks), cash his good
spade and lead a club to West’s ace.

West’s diamond return would leave declarer
with no recourse, and the defenders would wind
up scoring two clubs, a heart, a spade and a dia-
mond for a one-trick set.

(¢)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Family Circus e Bil Keane

© 2011 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd
www.familycircus.com
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“She can’t listen to you right now.
Her ears are all full.”

Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green

9 8 7
2 3 7 8
4 3
119 7 4|3
8 5
6 2
7|5 91
6 4
8 2[5/4/1|16|7

©2011 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Difficulty Level % % %

This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHENEVER OBAMA’S
VICE PRESIDENT WAITS FOR THE PERFECT
MOMENT TO ACT, IS HE BIDEN HIS TIME?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals F

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 26 Subject, DOWN 14 Santa’s
1 Cornfield often 1 Hardly load
cry 27 Early Mr. Right 15 Consume
4 ExecC’s bird? 2 Farisor 19 “—the
deg. 28 Shows Paquin season
7 Sea signs of 3 Newscast
eagle aging portion 20 Lair
8 First 30 Hot 4 Syrup 21 Bell-
Lady tub choice shaped
before 33 Some- 5 Ashtray flowers
Michelle thing fill 22 The
10 Sports insignifi- 6 Seed youngest
venue cant cover Simpson
11 Science 36 Midday 7 Makes 23 14-
of rest a Down’s
light 37 Quaff mistake contents
13 Body 38 Art 8 Averse 24 “The
of water support 9 Gum Satanic
in Utah 39 On the arabic Verses”
16 Cleo- rocks 10 Khan author
patra’s 40 Part of title 25 Corral
slayer UCLA 12 Blouse 26 Of
17 Detests 41 Curvy compan- birth
18 U.S. character ion 28 Painting
Spy Solution time: 21 mins. surface
org. SETATvTE] 29 Hotel
19 — O'A cli]p room
support t g 8 g 2 E posting
20 Filth EINTE 30 Heavens
21 Sly o ENA above
smile R £ 31 Be in
23 Hallow-  |lo[A[R F abeyance
een CT) : g ? E é g 32 Request
option TsTCTE R T 34 Authentic
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