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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

7

1

5

9

8
4

5

8

5

3

4
8

  

2
6

1

3

8

5

4
2

9

1

3

9

20
11

 C
on

ce
pt

is 
Pu

zz
le

s, 
Di

st.
 b

y 
Ki

ng
 F

ea
tu

re
s S

yn
di

ca
te

, I
nc

.

By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 1/13

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 1/12

You Don’t Need a Calculator
Let’s say you’re in four spades, and West leads 

a heart. East takes the ace and returns the heart 
seven. Your ten loses to the jack, and West, a 
first-rate defender, continues with the heart king.

You ruff in dummy, draw three rounds of trumps 
after finding them divided 3-1, and sooner or later 
lead a low club toward the queen. Unluckily, East 
takes the queen with the king and returns a club, 
and you can’t avoid losing another club trick to 
go down one.

Good defense, you might say, because if West 
had not led a heart at trick three, you would have 
finished with 11 tricks instead of nine. Had he 
played any other suit, you would have scored 
the rest of the tricks by drawing trumps, cashing 
the A-K of diamonds, ruffing a heart in dummy 
and then discarding two clubs on the Q-J of dia-
monds.

How did West know it was safe to lead the third 
heart? Because he knew from East’s return of the 
seven at trick two that his partner had not started 
with the A-Q-7-4. In that case, East would have 
returned the four, his original fourth-best heart. 
It was therefore safe for West to continue with 
a third heart, because East was certain to have 
started with either the A-7 doubleton or the A-7-4 
tripleton.

However, after giving full credit to West for 
his initial heart lead and subsequent heart con-
tinuation, it’s time to re-examine your own play. 
Instead of ruffing West’s king of hearts in dummy 
at trick three (assuming you made that play), it 
would have been much wiser to discard one of 
dummy’s clubs!

Had you done that, you would have breezed 
home with 10 tricks. You’d win any return West 
made next, cash the A-K-Q of trumps and A-K of 
diamonds, then lead the three of trumps to dum-
my’s six. You could then discard the 7-3 of clubs 
on the Q-J of diamonds and in that way bring 
about a satisfying conclusion.

(c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My two partners and I may 
have made a mistake in our small business by of-
fering the job of intern this year. We thought we 
could get an unpaid go-fer, and that has worked. 
The problem is that we work very late and the 
intern is starting to hang around till all hours. 
Our wives are complaining. This girl is smart and 
pretty, but doesn’t seem to have much of a life 
outside work. How do we handle all this? – J.D.

Dear J.D.: It was a good idea to get an intern 
if you have lots to do and not enough people. It 
sounds like you are stretched pretty thin and can 
use all the help you can get. If the intern is doing 
a good job during regular hours – not to mention 
working for no pay – you picked the right person, 
and shouldn’t beat yourself up too much. But if 
she’s just OK and hanging around making a nui-
sance of herself, you’ve got a reason to cut short 
that internship. That would be the simplest way 
of dealing with this issue.

If you don’t want to do that, you will have to 
confront her with new rules. She may feel that 
since she is unpaid, there’s no difference between 
work hours and “overtime.” You need to make it 
clear you are working late because it’s your job 
and you need her to adhere to the hours for which 
she was hired. If necessary, close at quitting time 
a couple of nights in a row to help her get in the 
routine. You need to set boundaries.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have a new job as a legal 
aide where I am not doing anything too thrilling, 
but I’m learning my way around before I go to 
law school. The problem is the receptionist. She 
has decided that she doesn’t like me. She talks 
down to me and treats me like an imbecile. I 
don’t know whether to put her in her place, tell 
the lawyers or just suffer in silence. It is really 
getting to me. Any advice? – C.G.

Dear C.G.: There is always something a little 
dangerous about a new employee, especially if 
you’ve been holding down the fort for years and 
here comes this sharp, smart and maybe even at-
tractive young thing who’s ready to take some of 
your glory – or worse yet, your authority. When 
you have worked in more offices, you will find it 
usually is someone at a lower level who has pow-
er as “guardian of the door” or other screening 
ability, who doesn’t like to see the boat rocked by 
new people who challenge the delicate balance.

That said, you have to work with this person, 
and it would behoove you to get on her better 
side. She realizes you are preparing to be an at-
torney, someone she would have to defer to if she 
doesn’t move up the corporate ladder. The best 
course of action is to be professional, respectful 
and friendly, and see if her attitude changes. Her 
act of superiority in talking down to you may be 
just that – an act. She may be envious of your 
future. You will meet all kinds of people as you 
grow your career, so take this and learn from it.

(c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate
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