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Three trustee spots
open for election
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Weather
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National Weather Service

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a

low around 23. Northwest wind
between 5 and 10 mph.

Saturday: Partly sunny, with
a high near 43. North wind
around 5 mph.

Saturday Night:  Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 23.
East wind 5 to 10 mph becom-
ing south.

Sunday: Mostly cloudy, with a
high near 41. South wind around
10 mph.

Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 33.

M.L.King Day: A slight
chance of rain and snow before
noon, then a slight chance of
rain. Mostly cloudy and breezy,
with a high near 49. Chance of
precipitation is 20 percent.

Monday Night: A 20 percent
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 16.

Tuesday: Partly sunny, with a
high near 38.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 18.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny,
with a high near 41.

Wednesday Night: Partly
cloudy, with a low around 19.

Thursday: Mostly sunny and
breezy, with a high near 32.

Thursday: High, 49; Low 12
Precip: Thursday 0.00 inches

Month: 0.00 inches
Year: 0.18 inches
Normal: 0.45 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Saturday  8:03 a.m. 5:45 p.m.
Sunday ~ 8:02a.m. 5:46 p.m.
Monday  8:02a.m. 5:47 p.m.
(U.S. Naval Observatory)
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as potential solutions at a board
meeting on Jan. 4 including pay
cuts for salaried employees, com-
prising 82 percent of full-time
employees; a 4-mill increase in
property tax (which should raise
$340,000), employees paying for

a greater share of their benefits,
an increase in tuition ( $4 credit
hour in state, $8 border state, $12
all others), developing strategies
to fill the dorms, seeking grants to
replace spending and program cuts
and encouraging all employees to
take a three-credit-hour course.

Bob Dole out of hospital

TOPEKA (AP) —Former Kansas
Sen. Bob Dole has been released
from Walter Reed Army Medical
Center in Washington for the sec-
ond time in less than a week.

Dole said in a statement Thurs-
day that he feels “a whole lot bet-
ter” after being treated for a minor
infection. He said he plans to re-
turn to work Friday.

The former U.S. senator first
left the hospital Jan. 7 but returned

that same night after a recurrence
of a fever.

The 87-year-old Dole spent 10
months at Walter Reed last year
after suffering pneumonia follow-
ing knee surgery. He left the facil-
ity in mid-November.

Dole was elected to the U.S.
House in 1960, and the Senate
in 1968. He was the Republican
nominee for president in 1996, but
lost to Bill Clinton.

From “GOVERNOR,” Page 1

ing out. Opponents have said the
money would have to follow the
patients.

“I’'m not convinced it would
save the state money, either im-
mediately or in the long run,”
said Rep. Joe Patton, a Topeka
Republican.

Brownback also wants to
abolish the Kansas Health Policy
Authority, which runs not only
Medicaid, which covers health
services for the poor and dis-
abled, but the health insurance
program for state employees. Its
current budget is $1.47 billion,
among the largest.

The authority’s programs,
including Medicaid, would go
to the Kansas Department of
Health and Environment. The
move would give the governor

Governor faces questions,
criticism on consolidation plan

more control, because he ap-
points the KDHE secretary. The
authority answers to a 17-mem-
ber board that includes the insur-
ance commissioner, education
commissioner and appointees of
legislative leaders.

“If we’re going to institute
some sort of Medicaid reform in
the future, we’re going to have
to have an opportunity to have
some influence over that pro-
cess,” Fulmer said.

Authority officials said they
are still gathering more informa-
tion about the proposal. But sev-
eral legislators noted that law-
makers created the authority in
2005, and moved Medicaid out
of the Department of Social and
Rehabilitation Services partly
because they thought SRS had
grown too large.

Sen. Jean Schodorf, a Wich-

ita Republican, said another
move by Medicaid seems to her
“wasteful energy.”

“I just don’t know if they re-
ally are aware of the history of
this,” Schodorf said.

Brownback’s  proposal  to
abolish the Parole Board ap-
pears similar to a measure
pushed unsuccessfully in 2009
by House Speaker Mike O’Neal,
a Hutchinson Republican, after
he questioned some board deci-
sions. Brownback wants to turn
over the board’s job to the De-
partment of Corrections.

But critics have worried that
the department would have an
incentive to release some dan-
gerous offenders too early if
its prisons become crowded.
Fulmer said that public safety
would remain the department’s
top priority.

Arizona representative hits ‘major milestone’ in recovery

By Alicia Chang
AP Science Writer

TUCSON, Ariz. — Rep. Gabri-
elle Giffords is opening both eyes,
moving both legs and arms and is
responding to friends and family.

Her doctors call it a “major
milestone” in her recovery.

“We’re hoping that she crosses
through many more,” said her neu-
rosurgeon, Dr. Michael Lemole.

Her remarkable recovery five
days after being shot through the
head has provided a much-needed
dose of jubilation after a tragic
week that left the nation in mourn-
ing.

Giffords and 18 others were shot
Saturday when a gunman opened
fire at a meet-and-greet she was
hosting outside a supermarket in
her own hometown. Six people
died, including a 9-year-old girl
whose funeral was Thursday.

The three-term Democrat first
opened her eyes on her own
Wednesday evening while sur-
rounded by her husband, astro-
naut Mark Kelly, and close friends

from Congress.

Her left eye, which was unban-
daged, started to flicker and she
struggled a bit to widen it.

“Gabby, open your eyes, open
your eyes,” her husband urged
her.

Kelly told her to give him a
thumbs-up if she could hear him.
She did more than that. She slow-
ly raised her left arm.

President Barack Obama, who
had just left her bedside to speak
at a tribute for the shooting vic-
tims, announced the news to the
thousands gathered in the Univer-
sity of Arizona arena — and to the
world.

The arena erupted in thunder-
ous applause. There were tears.
And hugs.

First lady Michelle Obama em-
braced Kelly, sitting beside her.

Giffords’ movements left her
friends astonished.

“It felt like we were watching a
miracle,” said Rep. Debbie Was-
serman Schultz, who was at the
bedside. “The strength that you
could see flowing out of her, it

Poet laureates to attend Lawrence conference

A Poets Laureate Conference in Lawrence Sunday

and Monday, March 13 and 14, will

laureate from across the country, including former
U.S. Poet Laureate Ted Kooser of Nebraska, with

readings and a book launch.

“It’s a landmark poetry extravaganza that brings

together some of our nation’s best

ing us how the poetry can show us more of who we
are, where we live, and how to make the most of our
lives,” said Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg, poet laureate

feature 19 poets

Events include an auction to have dinner with a
poet laureate; an all-day conference featuring panels
on poetry as it relates to healing, the land, spiritual-
ity, publishing, making a living and the process of

writing, and the launching of “An Endless Skyway:

poets ... show-

commodations,
wordpress.com.

of Kansas, who is orgnizing the event.

1.0CAL TV LISTINGS

Poetry from the State Poets Laureate of America,”
published by Ice Cube Books.
For information, including registration and ac-

see  www.UnitedPoetsLaureate.
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was like she was trying to will her
eyes open.”

At a news conference Thurs-
day at Tucson’s University Medi-
cal Center, Lemole smiled when
asked if it was a miracle. Then, he
spoke carefully, as those trained to
operate on the most delicate of or-
gans do. He knows all too well the
setbacks that could lurk.

“Miracles happen everyday,”
he said. “In medicine, we like to
very much attribute them to either
what we do or others do around
us. But a lot of medicine is outside
of our control and we’re wise to
acknowledge miracles.”

He called her movements a
“leap forward.” Her doctors said
her progress was not completely
unexpected, but still remarkable.

Giffords was still in critical
condition, with part of her skull
removed to allow for brain swell-
ing.

Few people survive a bullet to
the brain — just 10 percent — and
some who do end up in a vegeta-
tive state.

The fact that Giffords is alert
and moving “puts her in the ex-
ceptional category,” Lemole said.

The doctors figured Giffords
would open her eyes soon enough
and were pleased that it coincided
with Obama’s visit. She can now
keep them open for up to 15 min-
utes at a time.

Trauma chief Dr. Peter Rhee
said Giffords acts like a bleary-
eyed person just waking up.

Giffords yawns, rubs her eyes
and tries to focus, he said. Doctors
don’t yet know if she can recog-
nize her surroundings, but there
are signs her eyes are beginning to
track movements.

She is receiving physical ther-
apy, which includes dangling her
legs from her bed while propped
up by nurses. Doctors hope to
have her sit in a chair by Friday.

They also hope to remove her
breathing tube — what they called
the next milestone.

Kelly has remained by her side
the whole time, doctors said. He
is scheduled to command NASA’s
last space shuttle flight, but that’s
uncertain now. NASA announced
a fill-in commander Thursday just
in case.

The latest progress is a far cry
from last week, when a shocked
nation braced for the worst, hold-
ing candlelight vigils outside the
hospital and Giffords’ Tucson of-
fice.

But as the days ticked by, doc-
tors shared signs of improvement.
There was a glimmer of hope early
on: Giffords was able to squeeze
a doctor’s hand in the emergency
room.

Giffords survived the gunshot
wound for many reasons. The
path of the bullet, quick and qual-
ity medical care, and a stroke of
luck meant the difference between
life and death, say her doctors and
brain experts.

Doctors think the bullet pierced

the front of Giffords’ head and ex-
ited the back, slicing the left side
of the brain, which controls speech
abilities and muscles on the right
side of the body.

They did not explain why her
right eye was bandaged.

Had the bullet damaged both
sides of the brain or struck the
brain stem, which connects to the
spinal cord, the outcome would
likely be worse — permanent dam-
age, vegetative state or death.

“So far, she’s passed with flying
colors of each stage” of her re-
covery, said neurologist Dr. Marc
Nuwer of the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles, who is not
involved in the congresswoman’s
treatment.

It is too early to tell the extent of
damage, but experts say it is rare
for people with gunshot wounds
to the head to regain all of their
abilities.

Damage to the brain’s left side
can result in memory loss, dif-
ficulty reading and hand-eye co-
ordination problems. Her doctors
have not been able to determine
whether Giffords can speak, since
she still has a breathing tube.

“Her full-time job now for the
next year is working on her recov-
ery and rebuilding her life around
her disability, whatever it may be,”
said Dr. Stephan Mayer, professor
of clinical neurology at Columbia
University Medical Center in New
York, who has no role in Giffords’
care.
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