
In between quarters at Thursday night’s game, the Harlem 
Ambassadors brought their honorary youth ambassadors out 
onto the fl oor for activities such as musical chairs. The youth 

ambassadors were chosen at the morning assembly at Colby 
Grade School. Each one had to pledge to be drug free and 
fi nish college.
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When you open our newfangled 
Spend & Sign & Save account with 

all the fixins, you’ll earn up to 
$100 for you and your school.

 MeMber FDIC  888.827.5564  |  sunflowerbank.com

Cash for
grades!

Earn up
to $100!

Your debit card
helps schools!

Easy as

a B C!

“Hey, Grandma! 
Wanna earn $100 

 and help my school?”

“Hey, Grandma! 
Wanna earn $100 

 and help my school?”

Ask about 0% for 48 months on
new CAT Skid Steer Loaders!

WICHITA - CHANUTE - COLBY - CONCORDIA - DODGE CITY - 
GREAT BEND - LIBERAL - MANHATTAN - SALINA - TOPEKA

                                                                     USED EQUIPMENT
2006 CAT 252B, 1192 hrs      $22,500
2008 CAT 252B2, 462 hrs    $26,500
2007 CAT 246B, 614 hrs    $23,500
2005 CAT 257B, 2243 hrs    $22,300
2004 CAT 236B, 278 hrs    $22,000
2004 CAT 246, 2589 hrs    $13,500
2008 CAT 242B, 455 hrs    $23,900  
1990 Bobcat 843, 1120 hrs    $  7,600   
1997 Bobcat 753, 6930 hrs          $  7,880
1998 Bobcat 863, 3213 hrs    $12,500

                                                                    CALL BRIAN BAXTER AT (316) 943-4211
                                                                    FOR MORE INFORMATION.

                                                                     www.foleyeq.com

My mother died of  
colon cancer when  
she was only 56.

Terrence Howard, actor/musician

Colorectal cancer is the  
2nd leading cancer killer  

in the U.S., but it’s  
largely preventable.  
If you’re 50 or older,  
please get screened.

1-800-CDC-INFO (1-800-232-4636)  
www.cdc.gov/screenforlife

This is personal.

P
ho

to
: A

nd
re

w
 M

ac
p

he
rs

o
n

Is everybody ready, now?

KEVIN BOTTRELL/Colby Free Press

BLUEFIELD, W.Va. (AP) – 
Like a bad penny, the crows have 
returned to Bluefi eld.

Large fl ocks of crows are roost-
ing in the southern West Virginia 
city, just as they did last winter.

Mayor Linda Whalen told the 
Bluefi eld Daily Telegraph one 
solution would be to cut down 
trees where the crows are roosting 
along Bluefi eld Avenue.

“It would be unfortunate to re-
sort to that,” Whalen said. “There 
are no easy options to rid us of the 
birds, and we are not equipped to 
deal with them.”

The birds have even tried to 
peck their way into the Daily Tele-
graph building through the sky-
lights, copy editor Amy Persinger 
said.

“I didn’t know what it was at 
fi rst,” Persinger said, “because it 
was so loud. It sounds like some-
one was beating on the roof with 
a stick.

“Once dusk settles on Bluefi eld 
Avenue, the crows darken the 
sky.”

Crows gather in large groups 
during winter because it increases 
the odds of fi nding food and pro-
tecting themselves from preda-
tors, said Jim Phillips, a naturalist 

at Pipestem Resort State Park
In this case, he said, the birds 

may be roosting on Bluefi eld Av-
enue because it’s close to the Mer-
cer County dump.

“I know there is a large roost that 
feeds at the landfi ll during the day, 
and it might be the same roost,” 
Phillips said. “They could feed 
at the landfi ll during the day and 
then roost in the trees at night.”

Cutting trees would work, but 
Phillips suggested electronic 
noisemakers and solar-powered 
lights that fl ash red at night to 
mimic the eyes or predators. The 
devices are known to drive away 
deer and predators such as wea-
sels, he said.

“I’ve used them in my garden 
and I’ve heard of farmers using 
them to protect chickens, which 
has been quite useful.”

State Department of Natural 
Resources wildlife biologist Todd 
Dowdy said solutions are limited 
when crows roost in a city. Chas-
ing them away often merely push 
the birds to another area, where 
they remain a problem, he said.

“You can harass them, but 
they’ll just go to another part of 
town,” he said. “You sort of get 
stuck with them.”

Wintering crows
cause city to suffer

Is a home improvement or a do-
it-yourself renovation project on 
your list for winter? If so, here are 
a few things the Kansas Depart-
ment of Health and Environment 
would like you to keep in mind 
whether you are doing the work 
yourself or hiring a contractor.

New regulations regarding 
lead-based paint in housing went 
into effect last spring. The Lead-
Based Paint Renovation, Repair 
and Painting Rule is a federal 
regulation affecting contractors, 
property managers and others 
who disturb painted surfaces. The 
rule applies to houses, apartments 
and child-occupied facilities built 
before 1978. Its main purpose is 
to protect people from being ex-
posed to lead dust and prevent 
lead poisoning.

“The most common sources 
of lead exposure in and around 
the home are lead-based paint 
and household dust,” said Tom 
Langer, director of the depart-
ment’s Bureau of Environmental 
Health. “It is extremely important 
to follow the correct “lead-safe” 
steps for renovation projects as 

lead can affect the brain and vital 
organs and it is especially harmful 
to children.”

If you are thinking of hiring a 
contractor to work in your home, 
here are some things to keep you 
and your family safe and healthy.

• Make sure the renovator has 
been properly trained and is cer-
tifi ed by by the department as 
qualifi ed in dealing with lead-
based paint hazards when remod-
eling or renovating homes – they 
must show you their credentials 
and provide you with information 
about the hazards of lead-based 
paint in your home.

• Visit the state website for a list 
of accredited professionals in your 
area that are Kansas lead certifi ed, 
www.kshealthyhomes.org/con-
tact_lead_professionals.htm. 

If you are doing it yourself and 
your house was built before 1978, 
here are some things you should 
do.

• Expect all painted surfaces in 
the home to have been covered by 
lead-based paint even if the top 
coats are latex paint.

• Follow the steps to work “lead-

safe” that are detailed in free pub-
lications and videos available 
from the Kansas Healthy Homes 
Program.

• Keep dust to a minimum! 
Remember a little bit of dust can 
contain a large amount of lead and 
it takes very little to poison your-
self or your children.

• Keep all non-workers outside 
of the work area.

• Wear protective clothing and 
shoes while doing the work.

• Use a properly fi tted respirator 
equipped with HEPA fi lters.

• Do not eat, drink, or smoke in 
the work area.

• Do not dry-sand, sandblast, or 
power-wash to remove lead-based 
paint.

• Do not use high-temperature 
heat guns or open fl ames on lead-
based paint. 

For detailed information and a 
complete home renovation check-

list as well as do-it-yourself vid-
eo, please visit: www.kshealthy-
homes.org/homeowner-training.
htm.

Lead is a naturally occurring 
element that has no taste or smell 
and is a highly toxic heavy metal 
poison. Lead can affect the brain 
and vital organs and is especially 
harmful to children and to adult 
reproductive systems. Once it gets 
into your body, lead can stay there 
for a long time and can build up 
in your body if you are in contact 
with even a small amount for a 
long time.

For safety tips visit: www.
kshealthyhomes.org or contact the 
Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard 
Prevention Program at lead@kd-
heks.gov or (866) 865-3233. 

Practice lead safety in winter projects
Parents who want to be their 

child’s friend are encouraged to 
be patient. 

When a child has grown, ma-
tured, become his or her own per-
son and no longer needs parental 
authority, friendship becomes 
possible, said Charles A. Smith, 
Kansas State University Research 
and Extension child development 
specialist. 

In family life and during a 
child’s growth and development 
process, however, Smith encour-
ages parents to be consistent, rea-
sonable, respectful and available, 
while also functioning as an au-
thority fi gure and setting limits in 
the family.

Saying “no” to a child can be 
diffi cult, but it’s important that a 
well-thought-out “no” remain a 
“no,” rather than backing down 
in the interest of friendship, Smith 
said.  

And, while it’s unlikely that 
parents will always agree, it is 

helpful if parents are most often 
on the same page and supportive 
of each other and the family, the 
child development specialist said. 

More information on managing 
family relationships successfully 
is available at K-State Research 
and Extension offi ces throughout 
the state and online: www.ksre.
ksu.edu. Smith also maintains a 
family-friendly, ad-free educa-
tional Web site: The WonderWise 
Parent @ www.k-state.edu/ww-
parent/, and is the author of “Rais-
ing Courageous Kids: Eight Steps 
to Practical Heroism.” 

Can parenting include
being a child’s friend?

Sell it
in the

classifieds

462-3963

Ag scholarship program open
Monsanto and the National As-

sociation of Farm Broadcasters 
have issued a call for applications 
for the 2011 Commitment to Agri-
culture Scholarship Program.

High school seniors pursuing a 
career in agriculture are eligible 
to apply for a $1,500 scholarship 
award. These scholarships help 
provide fi nancial assistance to stu-
dents based on academic achieve-
ment and leadership skills. 

To qualify, seniors must come 

from a farming family, plan to 
enroll as a full-time student in an 
agriculture-related program and 
commit to pursuing a career in ag-
riculture. Applicants are evaluated 
on their academic record, leader-
ship abilities, extracurricular ac-
tivities and an essay. FFA mem-
bership is not required.

Applications are available on-
line at www.monsanto.com/schol-
arships and must be submitted by 
Tuesday,  Feb. 15.

Send local news to colby.society @ nwkansas.com
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