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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 1/13

Dear Heloise: During a recent weeklong stay at 
a motel, we were troubled by BOTTOM SHEETS 
that would not stay tucked in. Consequently, the 
mattress pad would shift around also, and we 
would be sleeping on the bare mattress by morn-
ing. After the first couple of nights, we secured 
the sheets with large binder clips that we carry for 
just such emergencies. – J.E., via e-mail

This is one way to solve the problem! Usu-
ally the problem is because the hotel may use flat 
sheets for both top and bottom, or the pockets are 
not deep enough for a new “deeper” mattress. – 
Heloise

CAR-MAT CLEANING
Dear Readers: Rubber car mats can be cleaned 

very easily – remove and vacuum them. But for 
a more thorough cleaning, scrub the mats with 
a solution of equal amounts household vinegar 
and water. Rinse well and let dry before return-
ing them to your vehicle. Vinegar is one of the 
most eco-friendly and cheap cleaners around! 
For a pamphlet filled with my favorite vinegar 
hints, please send $5 and a long, self-addressed, 
stamped (61 cents) envelope to: Heloise/Vinegar, 
P.O. Box 795001, San Antonio, TX 78279-5001. 
Keep a small spray bottle filled with an equal 
amount of vinegar and water (along with a mi-
crofiber cloth or a roll of paper towels) in your 
auto to quick-clean windows. – Heloise 

LETTERS TO FRIENDS
Dear Heloise: I have many friends and family 

to whom I send greeting cards for birthdays and 
anniversaries. I have envelopes for each month 
of the year. On the left side of the envelope is the 
month on which the special occasion occurs, and 
on the right is either “B” for birthday or “A” for 
anniversary. At the beginning of every month, I 
take the cards I will need, address them and put 
them back into the envelope until the date I need 
the cards. – Pat in Ohio

EXTRA BUTTON
Dear Heloise: If you purchase a garment with 

an extra button attached to the tags (usually in a 
plastic bag), either keep the tags with the bag to 
identify the item, or write on the bag which item 
the bag belongs to. Keep the bags in a designated 
place, such as a slot in your jewelry tray, sewing 
kit, etc. If you are capable of sewing on a button, 
sew it on the inside of the garment. – Melanie, 
via e-mail

DRY-ERASE BOARD
Dear Heloise: I accidentally used a permanent 

black marker on my white dry-erase board and 
thought it was ruined. I needed something to 
clean off the marker without scratching up the 
finish. I finally decided to try the cleaner that I 
use for my glass cooktop, and it came right off 
with no scrubbing. – Phyllis Sporven, via e-mail

(c)2011 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Clips hold
runaway sheets

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 1/14

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Four Notrump. A grand slam is highly likely 

if your partner has three aces, and the best way of 
learning whether he has them is by using Black-
wood. There is very little risk attached to this bid, 
since partner is virtually certain to have two or 
three aces for his previous bids. If the response 
to four notrump is five hearts (two aces), you will 
stop in six clubs; if the response is five spades 
(three aces), you plan to bid seven clubs.

2. Pass. Your distribution is not ideal for 
notrump, but all you can reasonably do is pass. 
Your three-club bid warned partner against 
notrump, and he has said in effect that nine tricks 
in notrump are more likely to be made than 11 
tricks in a minor. Partner should not be surprised 
that you have a singleton somewhere, as your 
three-club bid alerted him to that possibility.

3. Four spades. Partner should have at least five 
reasonably strong spades for his overcall, so to 
bid less than game would be an insult to his card 
play. True, you’d like to have a fourth trump, but 
the good Lord didn’t deal you one. Your 13 high-
card points and singleton heart more than com-
pensate for this small flaw.

A three-spade bid would merely invite part-
ner to bid again. Finally, no good purpose could 
be served by bidding either of your minor suits, 
which would not be forcing and so could lead to 
disaster.

4. Pass. It normally takes two opening bids, or 
their equivalent, to make a game. You certainly 
have a sound opening bid, but partner doesn’t -- 
otherwise he would have opened with one heart. 
Opposite a pre-emptive bid, it is much more ad-
visable to count potential tricks in the combined 
hands than to rely on point count. Here, partner 
would be expected to take six or seven tricks with 
his own hand, to which you can add two or, if 
you’re very lucky, three, assuming normal distri-
bution of the opposing cards. A reasonable prog-
nostication is that partner will either make three 
hearts or go down one, so you should pass.

(c)2010 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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