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Legislators propose deeper budget cuts

From “CUTS,” Page 1

approved by both chambers before going to

National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly clear, with a

low around 24. North wind 10 to
15 mph becoming west.

Thursday: Partly sunny, with
a high near 57. Breezy, with a
northwest wind between 15 and
20 mph.

Thursday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 25. West wind
between 10 and 15 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 62. North wind around
15 mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 24.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 44.

Saturday  Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 18.

Sunday: Partly sunny, with a
high near 35.

Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 16.

Monday: High, 42; Low 14

Tuesday: High, 52; Low 15

Precip: Monday 0.00 inches

Tuesday  0.00 inches
Month: 0.22 inches
Year: 0.22 inches
Normal: 0.45 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset

Thursday  7:56 a.m. 5:58 p.m.
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Teacher plans
city-wide
musical play

From “MUSICAL,” Page 1

Ogle has 30 years of experience
in writing drama and directing the-
ater. He said this production came
out in 2005, and he has directed it
once before. However, he believes
it has never been performed in this
area.

“We’ve already experienced
our first blessing,” he said. “When
I explained to one of the school
patrons that we would be needing
lots of lumber and carpet to extend
the school’s stage, he led me to a
huge amount of lumber that would
be everything we needed for the
stage, including more for props —
and it was free. We are seeking the
use of potted plants and shrubbery
too.”

There are only 11 weeks left
before production date, Ogle said,
and people interested in volun-
teering must come to the Monday
informational meeting.

“We are looking to draw from a
wide area,” he said, “and it will be
a great experience for everyone.”

private sector jobs. Carter predicted some
state employees would leave government

work if the cuts weren’t restored.

The 7.5 percent cut in wages would save
state government more than $16 million,
but half of that money would be retained by
the Kansas Board of Regents to be used to
fund deferred maintenance projects on col-

lege campuses.

It is unclear how quickly the House
will debate the spending bill. Senators are
working on their own version in commit-
tee. Both bills would have to reconciled and

of the month, if possible.

The plan also cuts aid to the 289 public
school districts by $75 per pupil this year,
reducing the amount from $4,012 to $3,937,
or approximately $86 million.

The committee rejected an effort to in-
crease funding by more than $16 million
for the current year to avoid possible loss
of federal funding for special education in

2013.

Brownback. The Republican governor has
asked that the cuts be on his desk by the end

Democrats said Kansas could lose as
much as $70 million in future budget years

cation funding?”

Speech frames 2012 debate

By Tom Raum
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON —President Ba-
rack Obama took a significant step
toward retooling his presidency
with a challenge to lawmakers to
rise above partisan differences to
tackle economic and budget prob-
lems “decades in the making.”

And while there remained stark
differences in approach between
the president and the Republicans
with whom he now shares power,
Obama made some striking con-
cessions in the name of national
unity — and asked others to do the
same.

In a State of the Union address
made somber by the recent Ari-
zona shootings, Obama on Tues-
day night coupled a call for bud-
get restraint with a plea for more
American innovation to allow the
United States to better compete in
the global economy.

“The rules have changed” and
the U.S. must not let itself be
left behind by other fast-growing
economies like China and India,
Obama said.

to include nuclear and so-called
‘clean coal.””

“At stake is whether new jobs
and industries take root in this
country, or somewhere else,”
Obama said. “To win the future,
we’ll need to take on challenges
that have been decades in the
making.”

At the same time, Obama pro-
posed deficit-cutting steps, includ-
ing a five-year freeze in spending
for some domestic programs. And
he called for a reduction in the
taxes corporations pay but “with-
out raising the deficit.”

Republicans scoffed at Obama’s
concept of “investments” and sug-
gested the president was merely
seeking to continue a longtime
spending spree. They’ve put tack-
ling the nation’s $14 trillion debt
at the center of their agenda, be-
ginning with spending cuts larger
and sooner than Obama has pro-
posed.

It’s a goal that resonates with tea
party factions within the GOP. Re-
publicans assert that taming soar-
ing deficits, not adding to the debt,
will put the economy back on the

ties.

Obama needs to win back inde-
pendent voters, who helped him
win the presidency in 2008 but
deserted Democratic candidates in
favor of Republicans in last No-
vember’s midterm elections.

Despite their new clout, Re-
publicans, too, are mindful that
repeating the gains they made last
November in the 2012 election
cycle won’t be a cakewalk — and
need to avoid the possibility of

if it didn’t maintain its funding levels for
education as required by the federal stimu-
lus act. The act required states to maintain
its education budgets at 2006 levels in ex-
change for receiving federal stimulus dol-
lars over the past two years.

“I think the governor should be con-
cerned that members of his side of the aisle
don’t have faith in him being able to bring
a rescission bill that he worked on to pass,”
said Rep. Bill Feuerborn, a Garnett Demo-
crat and ranking minority member on the
appropriations committee. “Why take a
chance of losing almost $70 million in edu-

be penali

dropped.

agencies,

Morris, a

Landon Fulmer, Brownback’s policy di-
rector, said it was unclear if Kansas would

zed for not spending more on edu-

cation, adding that the state did receive a
waiver in previous years from the federal
government when state spending levels

One cut would eliminate state tax dollars
for publications and membership dues for

including membership in the Na-

tional Council of State Legislatures. Com-
mittee members suggested the fees be paid
from other sources. Senate President Steve

Hugoton Republican, is scheduled

to become president of NCSL in August.

Kennel owner
surrenders license

From “LICENSE,” Page 1

the details of the state’s criteria.
The six months will expire in
the middle of June.
According to an article in
The Denver Post, several dozen
protesters lined the streets and

Fortin’s pet shop in Colorado on
Saturday evening. The protest-
ers carried signs and wanted the
owner ‘“to stop mass breeding of
animals in conditions they be-
lieve are lacking in proper shel-
ter and health care,” according
to the article.

gridlock.
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